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PREFACE 

.... s9 from the heat of '" political strife has been 
hatched The Ame:riCari Eagle, full-fledged and strong of 
beak. His flight· is lofty I --no place ,though hi·gh, 
escapes his keen, far-seeing eye. From time. inunemorial 
the eagle has :been the symbol of liberty from the thral­
dom of the ol'pressor's yoke, ther~fore The Arne.rical). . 
Eagle--i:riend of the· dovmtrodden and oppressed--is an 
. adversa:r:y to .he re.ckoned with by those.· who "are thirst­
ing for power"· and dominion over others. l 

,'" .; 

lLead Editorial, . ';Illie . American . Eagle, June 7, ·1906. 

iv 



Abstract of Thesis Presented to the Graduate Council 
I' in J?a:rtial Fulfillment of the ReqUirements for the Degree of 

~~ster of Arts in Journalism and Communications 

THE A11ERICAN EAGLE: 
A UNIQUE FLORIDA. WEEKLY NEWSPAPER 

By 

Kenneth BdvlinAnderson 

August, 1970 

Dr. Harry H. Griggs 
Department:· College of Journalism and Communications 

.Just. prior to the turn of the century.thereappeared on the lower 

CQast of Florida a group .of pioneers who intended to found a Utopian 

on ·a "religious and fraternal commoll\\Tealth." These 

Koreshan Unity--in 1906 founded a we.ekly, secular, political 

of the highest quality, which through the years has rendered 

service to the people of the State of Florida by defending their 

liberties and recording in a scientific fashion the agricultural 

. horticultt:).ral potential of the state • 

. There have been four eras in the history of The . American Eagle--

agricultural, . horticultural and the conservation of natural 

During these periods the Eagle enjoyed the. services of three 

imaginati ve , and innovative -editQrs I aided by t.he external 

a world-renowned scientist. The author's study of the 

history of The American Eagle shows that this paper has 

. valuable and concrete contributions to the history of Florida and 

·Wr,"l'"T"·h" of bei:Qg recordeQ as part of· the history of journalism in this 

vii 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

This paper was ivritten to record the his~or~y of The )l..rnerican .Eagle, 

a small weekly newspaper published in Estero, Florida, since 1906. It 

is the author's belief that this newspaper has been unique among small. 

country weeklies in the state of Florida. It was founded by a man who 

gained inte~~ational attention for his uno~Lhodox scientific beliefs 

, and unusual religious attitudes, a man who '\'las hailed as a prophet by 

his £0110v1ers and a charlatan by his enemies. It was begun as a corpor-

ate venture by The Koreshan Unity, Incorporated, "A Religious and Fra-

ternal Ca..'1lITIomvealth," to coInbat a,l unhealthy political 'situation in its 

horne county. From its first issue it displayed typographical innova-

:,' 

tions not found in the large metropolitan nei"spapers of Florida un.til 

years later. A half-century ago The America'1 Eagle was fighting for 

honesty in public office, fora two-party system of politics, for govern-

ment "in the sunshine," for good roads, for a fence lavl to make Florida's 

highways sater and for the conservation of· natural resources. These 

fi:ghts sometimes became physical. The founder of the Koreshan Unity 

. 'vas severely beaten vlhile the tow'n marshal stood by and "latched and 

·the first editor '-las physically assaulted by the chairman of the county 

commission. But today, these causes, championed by The ll.merican Eagle, 

written into the lavls o£ the state of Florida . 

... 
Once The American Eagle considered its political battles won it 

" UJ:ned its attention to the agriculture of the State, following the 

1 
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to !arming in Florida that was the major industry of the day. 

fLater, The American Eagle turned from agriculture to horticulture, 

particularly that of tropical plants that vlOuld thrive in the sub-tropic 

climate of Florida and add both to the beauty and economy of the State. 

it enjoyed an international circulation as a horti-

and 'VlOn a national award for its coverage. It also 

vehicle for historians of the early Spanish expeditions to 

and long, historical accounts of the' early explorations of the 

spaniards were serialized on its pages. 

After forty-three years of weekly publication, internal dii;;putes, 

agel a shortage of 'funds and a mysterious fire brought The ~~ericah 

a temporary halt. Following a hiatus of nearly sixteen years I 

publication was resumed, much in the sa~e format, except that now the 

forte of The American Eagle is the conservation of natural resources. 

The author had a two-fold interest in attempting to record the 

history of the Eagle. First, there have been several pamphlets, books 

written about the Koreshan Unity or its founder or its prac-

the Eagle itself has never been examined. Even now early 

,editions are hard to find and soon there may be too few left for researCh 

The present editor of the Eagle is no longer young, and 

her:lon<;J associ~tionwith the Eagle, is an invaluable squrce 

information. It is the author's belief that The American Eagle 

represents an important item in the history of journalism in FIQrida 

should wait no longer to be exar'ained. Secondly, the author 

knowledge of the Eagle from having been raised in Fort 

... 
ers, the largest town near Estero. His stepfather was a regular sub-

w-... ... ..Lu .... r a quarter of a century ago, and when the author was a small 
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boy he would often accompany his stepfather to th.e Koreshan Unity to 

pUfchase plants or trees for their home garden. 

The author began his study of the Eagle by reading what material 

was available to determine what he should look for, and if there vlere 

any significant eras during the lifespan of the Eagle that would call 

for close scrut.iny. One excellent source \'las the autobiography o~ 

Allen H. Andrews, v1ho for forty-two years was editor of the Eagle. A 

search of the "morgue" at the St. Petersburg Times turned up several 

valuable iter.ls. .Among these ,'las a copy of the original catalog of the 

"College of Life" founded by the Koreshans even· before they moved .to 

Estero. Also at the Times I vlas a magazine article published in' its 
"':" 

Octob\=r 20 I 1968, edition, and an unpublished historical account of 

the,Unity in Florida which the Times had purchased from a free-lance 

"writer but had never p:ublished. Also in t..1-J.e Tir.les file was a 1954 nei'lS-

paper article on t..1-J.e history of the Unity ,('lritten by the present editor 

of the Eagle. A master's thesis written in 1928 on the economic aspects 

of the Unity was found in the Research Library of the Univers,i'ty of 

Florida. From this background material it v1':ls determined that there 

were four significant eraS in the histoiy of the Eagle: 

1) The early years. The founding of the Eagle as a political 

" nevJl5paper in lQ06 and its gradual transition, completed about 1911, 

to an agricultural paper. 

2) The Nehrling years. The influence exerted by Dr. Henry 

Nehrling, a botanist, and the change, in 1921, to a "Horticultural 

the ouster, in 1948, of the original editor, Allen H . 

... 
drews. 
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3) The Bubbett era. The demise of the Eagle under its last editor 

(th1:-ough nOo fault of his) as a weekly newspaper. 

4) The "nevl" Eagle. The resumption of publication in 1965 of the 

Eagle as a monthly conservation newspaper. -
In order to study carefully the changes that took place vli thin 

:) 

these eras a careful examination was made of each issue of the Eagle 

for a period of three months preceding and three months following each 

change. In addition, a superficial study was made of all issues of the 

are currently available, from 1906 through June, 1970. 

It was decided to use a methodology that would analyse both con-

and description of the Eagle. A recording device was developed 

would do this in four areas. It was pretested on a t."l1ree-month 

of Eag'-les taken from· the stacks ° Oat Hume Library. When it was 

to be vlorkable, it was applied to the three-month groupings des-

cribed above. Reliabili tywas tested by having another coder apply 

recording device to some of the same issues as did the author. 

resul ts were compared afterwards and found to be .the same. 

The four areas the recording device was divided into inclUded 

a space to record the name of the editor, the date, volume and 

number I the makeup and physical appearance I the paper stock used, 

type used, the headline style used, the number of pages and their 

the equipment used to print that particular edition. This 

item was determined from a description of the equipment printed 

first issue( mention of later additions or changes in equipment 

autobiography of one of the editors and a personal interview 
... 

the present editor. 

Secondly, categories were provided for recording what type of news 
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was presented in that particular issue. For the purposes of this study, 

"news" \-J'as cr:msiaered to be any item of general interest 'addressed to 

the public at large and appearing anywhere in the paper except on page 

two, which was reserved for editorials wherein the editor spoke directly, 

or was l-lot clearly labeled an advertisement. The c'ategories included 

political, horticultural (defined here as pertaining to the growing ,) 

'of flora for ornamental' or oth~r purposes of esthetic enjoyment or in-

dividual use), agricultural (defined here as the growing of flora as 

c~sh crops on a large s~ale for sale), scientific (defined here as tl1e 

reportage of any form of scientific information except that related 

'to' horticulture or agriculture), religious (the mention of anything 

pertaining to any religious tenet, sect or denomination), conservation 

(any item pertaining to the conservation of natural resources) , gener.al - - . . . ~ ... -.- .. - ...... ... . ... _.- . _... -' . ... . ... _ .. - ... - . 

(,any i tern not falling into one of the above categorie~ such as births, 

deaths, marriages, crime, etc.), and "other." Each item in this cate-

gory V.ras identified specifically if it did not fall into one of the 

other categories, such as a book review or travel feature . These cate-

gories \vere then cross-indexed as to their origin and' source: inter-

'national, national, state, local, Koreshan Unity and Koreshan Unity 

iri.flarmnatory. This last was added because at the ,outset the paper 

~es;pousedpolitical'beliefs not popular with the power structure of the 

communi ty and strongly expressed its ovm views in its columns. 

The, third portion of the device\vas identical to the part used 

news and was used to record editorial content. Editorial content 

considered to be any i tam appearing on page tHO (except in bvo 

,:cases ,-,hen a signed ancil! labeled editorial appeared on page one and a 

labeled news \vrap-up column appeared on page tvw). These \.;rere 
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such as the use of color, ·che appearance Or disappear­

or other physical or editorial changes that might 

been recorded elsewhere. 

The information was transcribed directly from issues of the Eagle 

in the Hume Library and in the files of the Koreshan Unity at 

It was transferred to five by eight. cards that were arranged 

order. Any issue that contained a major editorial 

£ormat change was "flagged" with a metal clip to call special atten-

to that issue. Issues that displayed a new or different type style 

photographed and then enlarged back to the original dimensions 

brought to the College of Journalism for verification of the typo-

ical elements. 

A few issues 6fthe· EagTe- are ·recorded on microfilm in the P.K. 

History. The Hume Library has original copies 

the Eagle from 1922 through 1949. The early issues remain in the 

museum of the Koreshan Unity at Estero. Negotiations 

Hay, 1969, with the present editor of the Eagle, Hiss 

Michel, for permission to study the Eagle and to examine the 

This was gran:ted and in June, 1970 I the author went to Estero 

copies o£ the Eagle 't-h.ere and interviewed Miss Michel. 

information obtainedfrorn 't-h.ese intervie\'ls and in later correspon­

Hichel ,'las also placed on cards in its chronological 

together with the information obtained from the other bibli-

c sources. 

.. 
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Date: Vol. Issue: Ser. No. -------- ------------ --------- -------~--- -----------
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and Physical Appearance: Half-tones yes--no Paper stock ________ __ 

style size (est if on film) 
----------------------~ ------------

or more) multi-line, multi-deck, up, down, mod. up/down, beads 

trend to wrap-up, single c?l;, multi-col., tombstones 
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printed: hand-set, hand press, . machine set, 1).and press, sheet/vleb 

t, le.tterpress. Circulation this issue (if known) -------------------------
******* ***** ***** ****** '******* ******* **************** 

political Hart. Ag. Sci. ReI. Consv. Gen. Other (specify) 

**.***** *** ***** *~**** ******* ******.**************** 

... 
******* ***** **** ****.*** ******* ******* *************** 

In above tabulation "I" refers to items carried. individually, "W" to 

items carried in wrap-up.) 
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CHAPTER TWO 

THE KORESHAN UNITY 

This is properly the story of The ].\.merican Eagle, but to understand :;i 

and 1tlhy, the Eagle was founded and its original mission, some back-

people and events is essential. 

The de.cision to found the Eagle as a weekly political newspaper 

by the board of directors ·of the Koreshan Unity, Incorporated, 

.. .. 1 
the leadership of Dr. Cyrus Reed Teed. 

Teed, who called himself "Koresh" i'las the founder of Koreshanity, 

said, would replace Christianity as Christianity had replaced 

of the Old Testament. "Koresh, t1 he claimed, was the Hebrai c 

2 
~l:an,slation of Cyrus. His teachings included not only the religious 

of Koreshanity but also economic and scientific principles. He 

ed a belief in the cellular nature of the universe and was able 

convince many that the universe was one great cell. 'imat ,.;e know 

according. to Koresh, . a . hol10\1 sphere, 'Vli th the Sun as 

electro-magnetic storage battery with a light side and a dark side. 

other words,· Koresh taught that "le live on the inside of a concave 

ere ,not on the outside of a convex one. 3 

~e&"ig Michel, Personal Letter, July 15, 1970. 

I'1ichel, "Koreshan Unity Religious Center Now at Estero I" 
NeWS-Press, Feb. 17, 1954, p. 19 . .. 

3Cyrus Peed Teed, The Cellular Cosmogony (Estero: Koreshan ·Uni ty, 
t.ed in 1951) . 

12 

--------------------------------------------------------
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Koreshanity and presented to Koresh andth.e Unity a tract of land 

had homesteaded on the Estero River in South Florida. Plans were 

move the Unity, the Guiding Star Publishing House and the College 

Life from Chicago to Florida·, but it was not until 1903 that the last 

h d · . 0. 7 the Kores ans an eqUlpment arrlve . 

At first, the land at Estero did represent an "Eden" to the pioneers, 

soil was rich and fertile, the winter climate was mild and the river 

teemed with fish, turtles and oysters. But the pioneers had 

to. live in at first, the land had to be cleared of palmettos 

. 8 
other undergrowth and the tropic nights brought swarms of mosquitos. 

Log houses were built at first, and then more permanent frame build-

were constructed as the printing equipment and other accouterments 

arri ved from Chicago. There ,,,ere no roads or railroads that far south 

. then, so supplies were shipped by rail to Punta Gorda, then transship­

by sailboat or steamer for the last 100 miles of the jOU1:ney. 9 

However 1 Teed did not alloltJ' the lack of facil'i ties to interfere 

the amenities of the College of Life. EVen before the Koreshans 

.. had buildings. to live in, they built a bandstand on the banks of the 

Este:z:-p .. :fd, v~.ra..p.d..il). t:he ~y:~l}in9R .would,pres.ent hand c.oncer.ts, sy..mphonies 

The students also cons.tructed stone fountains and hand-

7 . 
Hedwig Michel r "A Gift to the People" (Estero: The Koreshan unity In. d.). 

8Allen H. llndrews, A Yank Pioneer in Florida (JC?cksonyille: Douglas 
rinting Company, 1950) I pp. 8-12.-

9 
Allen H. ]l.ndrews, "Hmv the Eagle '('\las Hatched," The American Eagle, 

15 f 1948 I p. 2. 

... 
lOHedwig Michel, Personal Intervie\:l, June 25 I 1970. 
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stone statuary to be placed about the grounds. Others attended 

eS,offered in the college catalog. An earl:y edition lists the 

m;ing courses offered: 

Trades 

House Building and Boat Building 
Elements of Architecture and,N1echanical Drawing 
Pattern Naking and Wood TUl:ning 
l'-le chanical Dep;,utmen t 
Electrical Department 
stone Construction Depa:r:tment 
WoodCarlling Department 
'Fine, Cabinet Work 
Art Printin9 Department 
Power 'Press Department 
,Tinsmi th Department 
,Surveying Cll)d Engineering ,Department, 
Agricultural Department 
Apiary Department 
Baking Directress 
Commercial Department 

l~usic Department 

Orchestra and Band Leadership 
Harmony and Composition 
The' Use of Win.d Instruments 
Violin 
Piano' 
Clarinet, 

Instruction in Drawing 
Interesting'Cl,1aJ,kTalks on'A:!:t 

, The Lecture 'Courses 

Cosmogony 
Osteopathy 
pentistry 
History and Ethnology 

. h' th h t d . 11 Hlgher Mat ematlcs from ~ e Kores an S an pOlnt 
... 

j 

lIThe Pioneer 'Uni~ersity of KoreshanUniversology (Ester~: The 
shan University System, n.d.),. 
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The other residents of Lee County at the time I with no ro.ads. or means 

of communication, much l.ess good schools ~ might have resented these 
! 

ambitious newcomers who sought to establish a university before tl!ey 

even had homes to liv~ in.12 In 1897 Teed had constructed his "recti-

lineator r" amassi vel brass and mahogany surveying instrument which was 

set up on the beach at Naples, and a Koreshan surVeying party "proved" 

, 
from their sightings and computations that the earth was indeed a hol-

13 
law sphere. 

One of the early. tenets of Koreshanity vlas .that all real property 

" . and goods be held in cownon mmership for .the good of all. Each would 

share according to his needs. At the outset also, celibacy was encouraged 

for the members. HUsbands a..rld wives Who joined were encouraged to live 

rt d th " ch" Id b t· h ch" l""~ f th "t 14 .apa an e~r ~ ren ecarne e ~ <=.en 0 e cornrnun~ y. 

Thus did their beliefs tend to set. them apart from. their neighbors 

in t.h.e rural south just after the turn of the century. Rumors bega71 

to circulate that Koresh was a charlata71 who was trying to bilk investors 

out of their life '.s savings ~ In 1907 the.Tallahassee Sun clai.med: 

"Teed is not the first rascal who has made religion a cloak for his 

15 
designs against the property and pe~onal liberty of bthers." Some 

of these :rumors gre\V out of the early experiences of the pioneers. In 

1897 many were reduced to. a fe\v handfuls of meal a day 

12Eelje Scriven Ridgely, "The Park the Koreshans Gave," manuscript 
written for the St. Petersburg Times, but never published, n.d. 

13Hichel, "A Gift to the People." 

14 "d 1 Ri ge y~ 
... 

15Elizabeth vrnitney, "Koreshan," Floridian Sunday magazihe sec­
of The s·t. Petersburg Times, Oct. 20, 1968. 
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cup of milk, when more colonists flocked down than the facilities 

16 could provide for. 

But by 1906, the greatest apparent antagonist of the Koreshans was 

man who considered himself the head of the local power structure in 

Philip Isaacs. 

Isaacs did occupy a unique position in a small t.own. He was chair.- :,i 

the county Democratic Committee, county judge, and probably most 

t of all, editor of the local paper. 

the Koreshans . and the tov.'I1.speople who supported 

came to a head 'during the Spring Democratic primary of 1906. 

to register to vote, and to vote, for under the 

or less one party system of politics in Florida at that time, \vin-

the Democratic primary was tantamount to being elected. Isaacs, 

position as local party chainnan vlas in a position .to make the 

He decreed that in order for a voter to register as a Democrat, 

svlear he had voted a straight Democratic ticket in 

elections. Th.is autpma,tically disqualified the Koreshans, for 

had voted Democrat, except for the office of president. There, 

claimed, they had bolted. the party and voted for Theodore ~oosevelt 

the man they felt most qualified fo~.the jpb.
17 

This gave Isaacs 

perfect excuse to refuse to register them, and when they insisted 

pre cirict anyway I he had their votes thrown out. 

Isaacs claimed Dr. Teed gave him a bad check 

16"sad Lot of Those .in Teed's 'Unheavenly' Heaven," pittsburgh Daily 
May 19, 1897. .. 

17 
Andrews, Eagle, J:anuary 15, 1948 I p. 2. 
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follow' Teed back to Estero and arrest him. When 

. Teed" \Vas brought to Fort Nyers r Isaacs dropped the charges, had the 

sheriff release Teed and permitted him to walk the sixteen miles back 

to Estero. 18 On another occasion, a Koreshan vlent to a Fort Myers hotel 

'to inquire a:l;ter a guest, the lady proprietor misunderstood him and 

a rumor spread the man had insulted her. On his nEi!xt trip to to\Vn Teed 

i:lt:tacked and bea,t~n anq "a group, ,of Koreshan boys were attacked and 

their clothing ruined wh!=n their baggage was broken open and scat-

on the ground. During the course of the fight I the 'to\Vn marshal 

.by and ""atched as Teed, then 67 years old l and the local candi-

, 19 
for the Progressive Liberty Party were severely beaten. 

To the KoreshaTls, \\7],1.0 had a fully equipped printing plan,!=- at their 

disposal, there was only ,one solution; start a newspaper and. carry their 

side of the story to the people. 

l8The American Eaglet Oct. 18, 1906. 

19The ~~erican Eagl~ Oct. 25 1 1906. 



CHAPTER THREE 

THE BIRTH OF ',L'HE EAGLE 

Since the K()reshan Unity print $hop was, already publishing' The 

~~~~~~~~~~~'~H~o~o~k~' and The Flaming Sword,' Dr. Teed did not have 

in t:stimlishi~g a third ·publication. The Eagle :was 

secular, political newspaper and its area of coverage was 

1 
to overlap that of the tvlO earlier periodicals. To staff 

new paper Teed drew from the members of the co~unity at Estero. 

lyn Bubbett remained in her position as manager of the Guiding star 

House and her husband James, was what today would be con-

memani'cals1..l.Perintendent, .ori ,the'man in chargeo:fthe 

The printer was Jesse Putnam an,d a young man named Ailen 

was named editoL The paper was to 'be printed and published 

.2 ' 
plans set forth by Dr. Teed. In addition, ther~\,lere 

fi vewomen, employed as compositors who set the type by hand 

it,back into the job cases when the paper ",,'as 

, 1 
, Michel, BerSonal Interview ,June 25, 1970. 

2 
Ibid. ... 

H. Arldrews, A Yank Pioneer in Florida (Jacksonville: The 
Printing,Company, 1950), p. 69. 

20 
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One account states that Bubbett was the only professional printer 

4 
work, but Andrews later claimed prior experience as a 

but not an editor. 

history of the Eagle vJOuld hardly be complete 'vithout the in-

a part of the biography of Allen Harmon Andre'i·Js. 

retain the editorship for forty-two years, and while the 

of the Koreshan Unity maintain the Eagle vJas always a corpor-

there are those who ciaim that in later years 

treated the Eagle as his personal fief and there were many in 

,vhointhe Eagle 'vas Andrews. 

Andreivs viaS boni on February 2, 1873,5 in Binghampton, New York, .... , . 

physician and surgeon. His father wanted him to study med-

join him in his practice, but 'vhile Andrews Vlas in high school 

interested in a school paper published by a friend, called 

--although Andrews said the later naming of The American Eagle ---='--

. coincidence and wa,s in no way .related. ]I..ndrews wanted his father 

up in the printing business. The doctor agreed, but only 

l~arned s~~ething about the trade first. He first purchased 

press but $oon fo~~d his first impressions came out reversed 

not know that. the type had to be set as a mirror image. 

the rounds of the local print shops .and was "hired" as an 

d apprentice by a weekly prohibition paper called The lI.xe. This 

4 . h luc elf Personal Letter, July 1, 1970. 

5 
Andrews, Yank, p. 188 . 

... 
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&teadence cline Banot 
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~ .. JM'Opl.:. or tho 'Pt'Ople ... ad h)" tlH" 
~ple. b.u ...... ,.. a,...,ell .up~d to 
.... t upoa u,<l popuS..,. 'tuJOi!: "brancb 
tlu:! ....... UoL 

ne X_ Orl_ ..... Ptnallt.,., • Ie .. da,.a 
Af:fI prln'-'td .. U_, at t1JeY~ IMu:aLbern 
~ ..... U. .. l b."YC" »4.~j [M:r ('Ie"t of lb6 

popctlauQ.tl: of abe eatite oouot.-:r. bol 
oclT .,..' ltl.iS per at:.nl allbe,.o&.o ot 
"be OOWltry in lPOi., Tb6al(' at.J.ec tU"O 

...... ong '-he c;roa.p bo'C'n fU the ~Ud 
Sou1h:" Lhe-y ~ .cUd 1k~tJc. 

The ,. '--U~ In OOUltDcuting au 
thi. gr~t &hriD.Ut:~ lu lb~ aOQtL~%'D 
""te. b ... Lhic u. u.y: "Tufa aegleet c{ 
ttl ... o.lInl fA tol.in1r dUe ~ u..u:~ '.eUbal 
tbe r .. .J nCb I fur onloe It. tha OQulb fa 

ttl 'hI" Doadol.tinS- prhn.noe.. a.ol! tbat 
Jo tliC" formu elc-('tioll til .. rJt't'O(\("ral. 

,e elLQdld .. ~, LU: cerlildu or ·.rUHUD~.·· 
\\e cocld lik,. to "t..t.(' lile C1t.Io< tn 

wnr-e t('r"('ltllr hen::u if ptllAflile. In 
tu ... t:t.&ko# "C'lIarc: bet OUe put,. fill .. lbe 
I'ulttk clbc~ .-j\.b ita e.ndidnu. 
lllt' ItO nJlf:d CLOdlti .. t.cUI iu tbf' prima. 
nt;ltl ",-to in r6i...lilJ' oowh:u~·e. 'or .. I~. 
UOIl • .." U;~.r UfO elecc.ed kt tbtl a::Jloe 
.t tbal lhn ... the" f~Al or rOf'tU .. , elte-C­
lit.p ~j"g .. tU'Ce &.bd • In,"f'oo&tJ' uo 
UJ~ h.dlot r:y_Locm. z:..cb yeLf ftDda tho 
lluu,ber of tt'tilW'clable eltb.ea. 10' 
C"l"e&J'iot: ~h<) .. :illoo lougt:'r ute pe.rt. 
in JWllflicll, l~ok. Ute,. lfot"e the raUl. 
ity of dvlog toO oDder UJ~ c:r~km Lh&t. 
o"'·-.iu. I(lt '!.rill cbOOfll,ng of pnblic 
ort!~:-•• 

Tb ... pr]tn.ar;:' rtlA in tbe iai.t'rect or 
Lbe a.oUd put)" h.uI dt:!fi'encrakld \.0 

nett. )e .. d '11&t it jl'l ... ithJD Ute power 
Of JLI.I zw.nJpa1.a.&or .... througb Lt.e Jrt.&t.o 
1.& .... .tna.de by tbem. to a.o gag &.lI;d 
Lhrott.lt: the people in tbeir attic1a.re 
of Qu .. U6eatjont t.h&t 001,. LhCMte mal' 
)lU'ticipate .... bo ..nll obt-:r tbe bebtIC'fA. 

ESTERO. PLA~ JI..:NE. 14, 1906 

tu&.llltect Ibroup,Lnnt U.lf' .nlid ,",ontb 
iu tb('l d...c"Ub~ II' tb", 1 •• Unt, 

The gnod ciCi:r;rll .... Lo lit" JOolt All 
failh In tlxrctcUOJ\ .. nl fep,... ... tlLIoUon. 
ud ChI" lbdtl~tld.nw. and mluor IJ.l.:.r. 
U~ • .. lto afe ""I,hont any rt!ptl • ...en. 
t..a.Uou. l.Ilu.t unHe Uld -.eL .0 euwplt. 
In lAc Coaatr b.r pa"UDIJ .. rull tlekeL 
lu the lIe.Jd kl u. un Otlcal &.arr:ull lur 
t..eleotJOll b.r U ... elector. au the ':a,. (II 
general tll~"oll_rr. ill,,.. 1'rQllcrcr. 

Tbo olJj..etiuD urged by the Demo­
c.raUc CoupCr Cba.Lrma..ta Uu.r. Lbt! £.t.c­
l'O .16CLora .ok ...... II.nll., 1116d.. u. to 
\.be Q,uowdon: U JI ja .-rong W YOk! u 
,. I:UlJt, bow Lbonld a proeinet .pln 
JI.« .. Gte, a.nd 1I:'b ... l proportion abonld 
ffO'to Mc.b C&QcUdlJ..e! W,. are poerbapt 
AOrD4'W.bat dull 0t1 \he elbJoc of COrrecl 
.ot1ug, ~ -...n. ... J.T...Q: e:..Ugbl.en­
lDenL !At the 'WOrth,. ChaJnua.n 1LJ1-

-_._ .. _---. 
Tu£ ,UU:.It.IC.t:r( I:.lcLJ: ClaJ be found 

on &4le o.eh w6tl!i: &t W. Vi •• SLOt1«\'. 

Dewa &tid je-e'!.T7 a~ (nUbburu'. 
oW cu.r:.d). Perl 1r!,.e.n:.. lir. 61006 I. 
alIr.o aQLh~ 10 iake .. ~pttOD ... 

BI2," Show Comln2," 

Wf' art' Jlle •• NI loti &llDOUDC(" tbe 
.d'feD' in UJI. ~fJO:tI of fJ.I6l'1'_t Lee 
Cotltlt:'!' V~mocntJc CJJ"Cu, Tbe,. Yill 
pcr10rw duriug 'be .ntJr. u""""-d .. rta

t 
k!rmJLI&.I.IJJE: tbe "o..A()D'. eDr;atem023t 
Ie !\O'ft!mIJoCr, l'bl. c1t'cua, 'Wr1tlle .. 
cuco·dug &.tI.alr,lU'ITen.b.h,4oC AN m.&::!1 
lUU'y"IClu. .ttr&.CUoD", cbtd ~ 
..bleb Ie tboe: podOrtll-.noe o1....,act; .. ..w 
OI:!lebra.Lotrd Detuoon.tJc· trick doD.kf.'.r. 
nuder UH' able ~, 01 hit 
lraJner, Herr lu.&C6. So cIe?ar u t.b.U 
'Woode::rtuJ litt)e &alma.! &.bat 110 cae 
b..u 7e" been IOWld _hoooaJdride bins 
W1Lboat fuU 0D.I:1.MDt. of .tLlIlh.lne:r, t.be 
J...at &1I;'D frm::! whCQI. MnM &0 MUd 
Lbe bforlulf.&k ride.-.wUag 18 ..... 
d ...... 

~a.ek .. alao, UDder t.to.e exOfll.haL fA.. 
tItnlCUOIl or hJ, m ....... t. baa Je&t1lec! i.o 
ape.U in ..... ·oad.rone Xtl&.b.Qer. Tht. he 
.-ooomplla.btrrl b,r mc.n1pu1&.tf.ng and u. .... p." 11"10 p,""", v! prla'od ~_ 
1£1 anch manDf'r &4 &.0 .pell the dMired. 
word. WAite hIt pm1ot1ll.tJ:)oe I. OOO~ 
fh:uld ma.tnJ,. \0 'Word. or t.he Pri-.arr 

"His MASTER'S VOICE" 

. 

No. ::1. 

Who is the Ananias? 
Mr. \\'. ti. POlIJlleo combll out Ln .. de. 

a.i-.J tu thc P,.,._ of .Iu" ... 7 .... fullov.: 
£altt'O. n.... Jnuc 2. JW<G. 

lrh. l'.L.JUp J ..... I" ... 

Hen tiJr~Jtir. F;':t~!~~;::·"'Lo 
a..t.a. 1 did boL Yolc far Yukt'.t 0lJ 
5"t'. ktb, 1"'1.( ..... 11. I.e unlXlJtlg'akd 
1a.J~LCIOd. and tLt' CroLb " oolin hJlX:I. 
Luuk _t tLe uhlci.,,1 h-OOrd *-Dd :roa 
'Wr,1J .. e l.1ta' ale ... c,ll yol.e.I 'aero ca.at .l 
ukro QUklde ot lLe Aoro.hu1 t:'bJt~. 
A:ld Jw1ge Parker ~iYt<l t:Je"cb 
YOL&. • • Lt;! Fta.otZ:t Schanel'. Leltncr. 
Collier. H .. U, Cale, lS&tbeT, Bdr.er • 
Gawe., (:o.:hranl:, a.ud P(~prI1e. l rh:l 
Uad 1 a.m .t.ill on the. oOLdde erC LL.la 
auwda..ue apbttte, where my braJn 11 
.tapt &l ita il:onua.J b.r Lb6 almGCt COll­In&b' DOr-..b ....... t upbTrl. We h.no 
1000 ttl&.D)' COQwtQuo.tll.l I&WJ'CIT' '«'bo 
e.&.AZIot c1t.CrirnlAate .... 'W6t:Jl tLe gt!tl. 
enJ and the pri.tna.ry eltoe:.ton lu .... 
b.net:coofn,lon J"to.nlu. 

U.ipt:eUuJl:r. W. S. PONIle. 
.La to l!.r,l'opple ool h.ltinC "ol.ed Jar 

FlU Ler beID6'''o UluxlUJp1.tld, '&l,.,..LC'JOd 
a.od tbt: ptJ't;r aD. U1I;Dlitl&&1.6d ltar. ~c 
lee.e LLtI"ppcnded at.a&.emeat of 1':1l­
Do:1I~-". uoder OAth. t.o Joea.Lc L1:e 
-.oort't: of tbe r~rort and tbe ebld 
AOl.oJ.,.. Wb:r lr1r. Popple d&.trf:A to 
lbul Adver'hie blwHlt &.II Lb(o crt:alor 
.ad peddler of "[I llomfUgat.e:l: I .. I~ 
Lcood, ud lh.t tbe tuab I. onlln him, 
"'f' ~noot kll. 1 hie: .'(! ne ~rtaJtl (It., 
""'f! tboUSbl lJe -.rli.ft k:l1ltlS' tlrt'l trntb 
and g ..... e him eredH fClr good Jat!(fttlel:tl 
in tbe matter unlil be uld d.if.crentl:r 
to prInt. 

of the ri.n.g a.nd t.be boN ... b~ aNt 1D 
power. Such • ooadfUon b .. U. h 
~ of I.lb.in .-....eh6d. Uu.t .. be. a 
lDIlu a.a...ootLtIOtd b1maell. or penni" b.lI 
1l.&.I:Qe i.o btl tu.td iI1 CO'Dor.::tlon "C1Ul .. 
pnbUe'O~ ~ ,. b:runod.J.a.&.el,. Jookod 
t&pG1I .. Ith allllp!dou.. and 11 be ha.a 110 

atolen p;ood. OQ him .. t tbe time. he 1a 
:-hell etrcdft for ha'C'Jns de«Jgnl upon 
t.bettl: for wby &boold • man IJ.et'llt pub--
1t~ olJ\oe. J,f It t. bat Sar prl'u&,e plc.iu. 
&nt:ocb ... in prink! ute be a.nd all 
otbf"T" uJoot l? J.Leir OW'll ..... y. t!'rCTJ' 
COe frr.ht. gaJ~ from hi. qa.aJ'1.er-P 

• ~ ODe NaIled 
B.U.aro t FJL., ID.DQ 11, 11106, 

[g repl,:rt.o &.he .n.iele Of •• De~t" 
1D lut ...... at T~ 1'ropk41 Br-e.ue we 
.uh f..o lUte &bo IQUo1ring n&l<Iment: 
Bo .. ,..... hfrU'd.iDg Use t..hr-o'IriDg oat. 
of Ibc·&der-o "Ok" .. J. Dl!2T1LtC or thl. 
JlHoC.b;IC't alzoW. 1)01 one ~UnS' 
.0100 ouLAJde the Aot".cJan Dnity." 

mu.., ... Beha hd.u' ap:eQa ~ 
."cIJ bIir"-'" "4oIoot,. -0C1,. .Ie... btrc 1111 a:Dfter ~a. &hILt. he 
1ieTft' OQ lM..nl to opelI «'OLe., Be fro&.. 
qQn.U,. pta 10M Mken ~.a ... to 
rorm tbe word .-do ~ 

Thill .fi!f-coodem..nN mem&e:raf llu.&. 
w(lederfal El.I:CetiTCl Cot::lmltlue, ~f.M. 
Uat eJet'eQ Toka 'Were ca.IIt 10'1' Puket 
out.dde the hOtbahan roJt,.. abC! si't'M 

r.be namos. ~ .. turdI11 Ye -01114 Uke '<) 

lnqnJl"e b01fl1r. r(\ppl~ bow, bO'C Uut. 
Kor.,ba.n& TOW4, tUld bow t.he o~c.u 
't'o\.tod, .. bea t.1le' tKnot is &aoet"I!It lM.J­
Jot, a.tu:! it La Ullla'C"ful &.0 taal'l:: or 
10 .01 .... ,r Ox. .. bUlot .a It IC*Jl bo 
idu.tlfifldf "'UII' wh ... DOClloct1on l:!.r. 
PoppJe·. bclns' 011 Lbo DQtd4e or Lhla 
lZlu»d&be aphC'f'O.,W bon.b~ upbyn 
clrcula.t.lng ..roUlld 10 b..b br..itl-pu:.. 
hne 1.0 do With lbe tutt«' _e kwI;~e 
him to expWn.. Thfl "0 do boy. 
Mr. Popple ... rl~ to lXIettlber&hlp 
Oil thJ. OommUkra by the A~ 
"'Ok. Ulat \be ma.tk!r of LhroC"lJlg onr. 
the aaJd TOka ...... t:p before the Com. 
mJ~ and it ..... dec.ld.d to wtlx up" 

Men btt]" aud -.eU e..eb o\ber a.o lJ~ 
all]' J.n prJ ... ~ lUI! t.hroU(tu lbt: oom. 
pcothlTt! or YIo(fC 1IJ"t.em, that It. h 
lhorongblr cou.iat.ent &tu1 lognJmde 
l(l ,W!Tml' .. ad ex~ I.he .... me In 
poblle life. Tbet ~.er:r m_1:!: haa h1a 
))ri0t'- •• tbe 10G1ca.l ouLoum ... at lnod. 
eM:!. bo..db'"'4 L.lnlwdA ... appU6d. 10 
pnlltit".&. So lborOD.t:hl,. lUll:! In.fdtoua... 
I,. lu.. tbb C&lakOM' (,t -.e16.hQ~N tLb~ 
~ph.o.: of ... ldcb il'!. Ute 10 .... of 
taOD1'"J'. \.l.Ie roof. Clf aJl et't" eUeD j&...cli! 
iai.(. 'b~ t...t..rt 01 tbc LJDer·tt:a.:l }.;&t&o~ 
thet lb,t: pr.c..tu"onuy Ul.juactJOb of 
.Jea~. "'£&.ere.., T1R'It.a~ I, the 
tm«- f1, Hhe.rt,. ... · 1t JIT..cUca.IIJ' niL 
We L.UC'Yc lh4; .. beTo: lJ_ whcreot in 
tlr~ "'milt'Jean P'K'plt: • 'pint of 100 .. 
p.:1d.cm oe. 'Wblcb U rqC :hwU,. &ra'Cl.Md: 

"k'llt nnlu: ~1t1 Ut &.be: frrOUDd &.hat. 
-Qb(J., foe or ht..tn,.. LaI.a.Uon -.rULou' 
·.-pr ........... UOll:~ _L,h:.b I. ~ml»r «II 

Tbla ... deo,.. If be ba.a mada aDeb a 
can.,. ... of EakrO pne:flllat .. e arc nn-
Il~ 01 ft.. W. An! qalL11Ged Tolen 
ILbd 1:10'1. ,zurttlOeN or Lhe J,;01'MtU.tl 

('Illt)'. 6tcood: J. R. Ooeltraln, Y. 
Gomez, 1. Wac..a::. r. Seb.auu

t 
• .IO&. 

B&lJ::Ier. lA.l.otc, FlL., ,hiDe.l2., 1~. 
.I bC!l1"ebJ' oerttt,' \be -OO.e &.Q 1M a 

traa OOft7t 01 Lb. or1«'LaaJ dOCUDl81lt 
M'Ilt \0 !t"k r~41 Brf'Ut for pubU­
o&1l<n,. 

{cz.u...} J...:~fa~iie. 
),:fy oocuz~.h,dOQ upirM JJ..c. IV, ls.oc... 

SIUOO...-s..uo. ~I 1 Loc.r l'0Il 
Uti bull4lltc a M"'II' bo&L 'What C"OJrr 
d07aQpt't1pOfo4:&apoaJ.ntUf 

Ttrloo •• -We1l;:..a.t 1t.11 _ . ...u"bua.:. 1 
U:d,aJt 1"11 pL1D.t. baT W1lId. bloc. 
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Th1a dontcy Ia.a.l. apodal ~ 
10 &.he.L.I:Qcricau Eagle-.nd t.bl8lrLeopubU. 
CIIJJ elephant., at t.be J,oui. cts:bl at 
.. hloh h. £"'OO ... t<> .... '"-. Ir:Iokiog 
"""""orUll£: ... UU1,. ~ -.... 
per. a • .. ct.~ ~ IU:Id 
hill m"., &.bough 1IIl~ &0 Uto.tt i.u 
Lhd ring, ~ k.uab.ly t.lpCtI tb • .-.n. 
01 oa~d .... IU he atzi,dqt!J" bIt"J.., 
~lraU.aB lor po-wr '~G" for 
power t'· OoDdloa.; CIOIZWI&U, u4 totrc 
lobe c.an.loa. KtnnLa. 

TJa .. ~ DAti,. p.,.. .... nit 
~oa.,rh l4:t. .. '01' r.ttr or IIt:a;r m«u_ 
0&:1.. 1071 8acb • ,........ for dot. 
OO1UJty thoMtU7, 

TAt.,,, .OW AI: COD. ~ U em­
ooact.t;'tf,ozutlf" W .. ....w. ti&roY LKf: 
... ot.I' laao Il:wt w..ne ~t 

NT ..... '" &I~ ......... &1.0 top..­
w. tbU&.t .a too, "i 'Ir1!: 1IroI:"C ~ 
a.o.:. lLIl,.bodT"e IJ.&..me... 

CJ:I. OI.Lh .a tLe Ji:0f"Mlta.D. 001lId. J.lot 
Yak. J£r. Popple -.14 boUl.l.ng t.o lUll' 
01' lbe Jiornha..ua, (JW ooctmt.uenc:r) 
to enlitt"hk%1 &.hem trt. u:r Y'&,., ~ 
ooo*ult.f.d \Ir1,b \bUl to '6od oat the-it 
wisbOi 1o ... gw.nt kJ UrI. J:t1&UU. \t'betl 
c.h.a.rg...d 'C1Lb SbMtJJtr &a bJ. OOlltrt:J"tt~ 
ent.&. be" Kid. ·'1 doo'" kll &choI Ottl 
of tteboot. .. 

.l1;:;tt' r-ocr.d.ID.f,' oa.nafuU,. lh.cab.fol.b~ 
&!!idat'tt., it wtU bt to orde:r 'er~, 
Foppl,. k) akp do..-u o.od oat, -..4 KJ~ 
tIOUte o&.her IZIcmbor of Uut.t Or::zma:.ittNl 
• ah..n~ w a(n:o~ 10 c.b~ treat.. 
~IUn W. Gnrt CZl ...u:.. bcfanl L 

&10"'"" pubLIc, 4f!'poMI6 ItZ)t u:n: 
011 Na,. lf11J:1... ttut; ~ Ilhcr lb. 

4ianec ~O'tl%'. J .. rrt lJ.r.I"vpp'-.' Lbo 
ADI"'OI.b.a.a.:r.on... H.&l:I.oot~""lt.b 
.. .eo a.atd bIpIa IIO~ .. tar ~ 'Wl.1' 
W epo.h ~ Ilr. W..u..o. .. 4 IIl)"HU ..... """'.V! .... &1-... ....... polk, 
wbq 1M .b.a4 NJd.~ ao;tu& WaJI. ...... e 'tOk 
~b.,Ut.l"'OlrbOtl.t~t ... {~lili:Q 
(~ .. r""'"'l~ 

:.' 
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lasted only four weeks and then he vlent to work for the 

chnpton Daily Republican as a printer's' devil and general errand 

for $1.50 per week. His work consisted mainly of sweeping up the 

"--type that had been spilled on the f1oor--and running errands. 

task Andrews claimed he refused t.O perform was "rushing the growleJ.::I' 

typographer's bee~ buckets to the saloon to be filled. 

job lasted for six weeks until Andrews found he was getting too 

behind in his school work. 6 

This last statement in ll.ndrews' autobiography strikes the author 

being somevlhat ironic, for in 1947 when this writer was a sophomore 

high school and Andrews ,'las short of help at the Eagle, he prevailed 

him to drop out of sc..tlOo1 and come to ,'JOrk at the Eagle to learn 

Linotype operator. 

In tile 1880 's, the exact date is not knovln, ll..ndrevls' father sold 

practice and.moved to Chicago and joined with Teed in flle publish-

of .Th~ .P.1o:wshare and' pruning Hook. Andrews himself went· to '>lork 

G 'd' St ub1' h' 7 1ll ~ng ar P ~s ~ng House. 

In 1894 Andrews suffered a period of bad h-.ealth and decided to move 

join some of the Koreshans that were already pioneering 

. He remained as a "pioneer" for five years, helping to 

the first sheds and buildings, was the "postmaster," which 

of rowing a skiff containing the mail and supplies from Estero 

and (now the city of Fort Myers Beach) across the bay and up the 

6Andrevls, Eagle, January 22, 1948 . 
... 



Estero each day I fished and gathered oysters to supplant the 

, food supply anp grubbed palmettos to clear land for the con-

8 
"New Jerusalem. II 

period he took part in the Koreshan Geodetic Survey 

with the aid of the rectilineator, the Koreshans proved that the 

a concave sphere. The experiment took place on land donated 

purpose by Gen. \'J.B. Haldem'an, joint ot-fner with Col. Henry 

the Louisville Courier Journal. TVlO other members of the 

vlere Luci us M. and Harrison Boomer,. members of the Kore-

. 9 
and also owners of the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New Yom. 

five years Andrews' eyesight began to fail and he was sent 

,to Chicago, but plans were being made to move the entire ,member-

printing plant to Florida since high rents, coal bills and 

for illnesses caused by the climate, were using up all the 

Some of the Chicago people began to move down in 190210 

November 17, 1903, the remainder of the Chicago group left for 

aJ,ol1g w'itb. the printing plant .. Fifteen ,railroad cars were re-

to carry the equipment and baggage. This was off-loaded onto 

at Punta Gorda, then the southern terminus of the 

in Florida. The equipment was at first placed in storage in 

th th f h 
. 11 

e mOll .0 t e Estero River. 

The print shop site was cleared of brush and palmettos, 
lumber cut in our sawmill and buildings constructed. A small 

, lighter was then built for transporting machinery and equip-

'8 . Andrevls, Yank, pp. 7-27. 

pp. 29-33. ... 
pp. 36-38. 

, Eagle, January 22, 1948. 
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ment acrDSS ,the mud flats in the bay and up the river. Lit­
,tIe by little, the equipJ;llent was brought upandl~nstalled, and 
,at .J,ength ,'ve had a print ShDP readytD .operate. ' 

the KDreshans fDund themselves singularly well-equipped tD 

their adversaries when they felt their civil rights had been, 

,and that they had been disenfranchised by Judge Isaacs. Ih 

edi tDrials, published more than fDrty yei3.rs later, 

the birth .of the Eagle: 

, . ~.During the demDcratic [sic] primary .of 1906 we gDt tangled 
, up with the local pDliticians WhD resented a bunch .of 'd--:'" 

s' cDming dovvn to, vDte in: their primary , being especi-
ally incensed by the fact that we vDted as a ,unit, \'lhic..'lL,in 

, e, days .of sparse populatiDn sDmetimes had its influence 
the nDniinati.on .of cDuntYDfficials. On the day .of the pri­

Estero vDters were informed that they were re­
bef.ore voting tD sign an .oath to the effect that they 

vDted the demDcratic [sid ticket, national, state arid 
'county, at the, previ.ous general electiDn~ Those who had been 
in EsterD at the preceedlng electiDn had voted the' entire,' 

," 9.emDcratic [sic]' ticket, vii th the .one exceptiDn 9f the pre­
'sidential nDminee" The.odDre RDosevelt, whom they' considered 

'amal1 greater than party affiliatiDns. ThDse vDterS WhD had 
corne tD Es,ter.osince' had naturally nDt been here tD vote the 
state and CDunty ticket .of tl).e Democratic Party. And SD .they 

,got us, "A comin' and a gwine," as the ' saying is, 

Nevertheless, we v.oted under prDtest, but .our Ester.o vDte 
'. . : 

was "thrown .out by theFDrt Myers pDliticiansin the subsequent 
.official eoutlt,.Wit'h nDDther party ticket ,in an .overwhelm­
ingly democratic [sic] field, it w'as ,tantamount tDdisenfran­
chisement,leavingbonafide residents wi,th no vDice in the 
electiDn .of those who were tD levy <and cDllect their taxes" 
and naturally we, were furiDUS. 

, ' The then weekly F.ort 1'1ye'rs Press, at the time .owned arid 
edited by a man .of Hebrew lineage named Isaacs, began the, cir­

tiDn .of slanderDus stories abDUt the Estero coiony which 
\'le had nD vDic:e ,in refuting. An indignation 'me'eting' Wi3.S, held 

,which the necessity vlas stressed: .of striking back. at .our 
, With .our citizen's rights assailed and with a well 
print shop at .our conunand,it \'las decided to publish 

'independent weekly paper, and ~lhat, cDuld have been mDre 
lPP'ropriate than to christen it The American Eagie? AlthDUgh 

... 

.cu..,u.~ct:::'V~, Eagle, January 22, 1948. 
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I h-ad .absolutely. nothing to do with the naming of this paper I 
it has often struCk me !3.S a coincidence that way back in my 
sChool days it was The Eagle tha{influenced me to a subse-

'quentlong journali.stic carE'ier with a 'paper of t...hat same name. 

ll.t that Estero indignation meeting arose the question 
as to who\-vas to edit .the new paper, and much to my consterna­
tion I the job was wished on to me I \-vho though a printer by 
trade, had never written a line for publication. A timid 

:gUY at the time who would rather run th.an fight, I was soon 
precipitated into ~ hot po~itical battle where I had to stand 
my ground from attack from all directions. 13 

point on l Andrews 'did plunge into battle, vlith Isaacs, 

. other politicians about the Sta;te, and finally \-vith menlbers of the 

One historian of .the Dni ty s ay~, "Teed planned the layout and 

t 
,,14 

nex . 

very e:i::udi te. ·.Andrews wrote the columns and believed 

AndreN's was a fighter--the mernbersnever knew vlhat to 

Volume one,' Nu.nmer one, of The American Eagle appeared on June 7, 

The first: edition gave note that this was' to be no ordinary 

This writer has had some experience in researching 

weekly news~apers of Florida and the craftmanship, typography and 

of theEaglea:re far superior to any others of the period 'he has 

The Eagle was not printed on common newsprint, but on sixty to seven-

book-quality paper. The hands.et type was· justified with a sym~ 

:not accompli~h,ed with many .ofthe mechanical typesetters in use 

The first edition.ran four pages and measured eleven by seven-

The front page was divided into four thirteen pica columns i 

T the editorial page, was .set in three seventeen pica columns. 

Andrevls, Eagle I January 22, 1948 . 
... 

.............. ,.<:::..L I Interview, June 25, .1970. 
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page three, the jump page, was again set in four thirteen pica colwTms. 

page .I:9ur was divided into four columns, the bolO inner columns being 

set 'VITi th body type and the two marginal columns reserved for advertis-

ing. Each collliTU1 Vlas thirteen picas wide. In the first issue all the 

advertising appeared in these two columns on the last page. The tvlenty-

four ads in the first issue were all "business cards f" one thirteen 

pica column wide and fifteen agate lines deep. One interesting note 

was that each ad was set in a different type, raDging from steelplate 

., Gothic shaded, to some that appeared to be based on GermaD script. 

"It looked like a catalog of early type styles, "one expert on typography 

. 15 
has siD-d. The nameplate i'las set in a bold-face version of seventy-

two point Caslon and the main front page heads '-lere thirty point extra 

condensed sans serif. CUtline heads and sI)1aller item heads were four-

teen to eighteen point Cas Ion bold. 

The author lived in Lee county, home of the Eagle, from 1937 to 

1962 I and during t..l1is tinle, became acquainted with v1ho the old families 

in town were, -who occupied positions of power from a financial staDd-

point, and who were considered the community leaders. Of these first 

twenty-four ads, eleven were placed by persons \\Tho would fall into the 

'above categories. These and ot.l1er community leaders continued to ad-

vertise in the Eagle for many years f \.,rhich leads the author to assume 

that Hhile some of the politicos of the time may have considered the 

Koreshans "damn Yankees," they .. ,ere accepted and enjoyed a position of 

respect in other parts of tl1e community. 

15prof . Charles G. Wellborn, Jr., Pen;onal interview r July 6, 1970. 
<.:'·Prof. ~'iellbornf an expert on typography at the University of Florida, 
'. eXamined copies of the Eagle and verified the paper quality and type 

styles and sizes for the author. 
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The first edition of the Eagle carried tvlO political cartoons. One 

on th<? front page, . centerfold, was t\\70 colwnns by three-and-one-half 

inches . The other, the same size, was on page three, just above the 

. ,." centerfold. Both were very well drawn and engraved vii th no evidence 

of amateurishness. Of course both were aimed at the county Democratic 

Cn~ttee. The one on the front page pictured Isaacs as a schoolmaster 

teaching a pupil to spell "vote," "veto." 

.An unsigned "brief" buried on the jump page described the mechani-

caL aspects of the Eagle: 

The American Eagle is published further south than any 
paper on the west coast of Florida. Notwithstanding this 
fact, the office is one of the best equipped in L~e state, 
having a well-stocked type room and the most modern machinery 
obtainable. The press room contains three cylinder presses, 
three job presses I two power paper cutters, two folders, 
[book and ne,,7s], a ,\lire stitcher, numbering machine, bundling 
press, and roller casting outfit. 

The Eagle is almost entirely our own product--even the 
headllne·s [soon to appear] I cartoons and part of the actual 
en~rraving f are t:.'l.e product of our Ovm artists. The type is also 
entirely .set in·L~is office, there being no plate matter in 
the publication. Altogether, we believe it will be quite an 
ori ginal paper. 

Nostof the content of the first Eagle was· political; the lead ed-

itorial of· the first issue set the tone: 

OUR INITIAL SCREAM 

As heat is one of the necessary factors in incubation, 
so from out of the heat of the recent political strife has 
been hatched The ~~erican Eagle, full-fledged and strong of 
beak. His flight is lofty,--no place, though high, escapes 
his keen, far-seeing eye. From time immemorial the eagle 
has been the symbol of liberty from the thraldom of the 
oppressor's yoke, therefore The American Eagle--friend of 
the downtrodden andoppressed--is an adversary to be reckoned 
with by th.ose \"ho "are thirsting for po,ver" and dominion 
over others. ... 
Neither .Andrews nor Teed, vlho wrote some of the editorials and signed 

them Koresh, hesitated to directly attack Isaacs at every opportunity. 
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Teed referred to him as, "Judge (and Jew-ry) ," and, "Fill-up Isaacs! 

16 
Name implies a vacancy somevJhere, does it not?" 

In the first issue general nevIS was carried in a wrap-up column 

on the back page, entitled, "The Week I s News Boiled Dovin." This was to 

become a regular feature of the Eagle, and the follo\'ling week the column 

got a signature which consisted of a picture of a black. iron vJash pot 

bubbling a-vlay over an open fire, a "sig" that is still in use today. 

The column is a true condensation of international, national, state and 

local neltlS, "lith a descriptive sentence or biD devoted to each item. 

The second paragraph of 'the first editorial proclaimed, "The muck 

rake,is abroad in the land," and the first item in the wrap-up read, 

"Upton Sinclair urges President Roosevelt to ma'1(e public the investiga-

tions concerning the Chicago meatpacker I s industry." In the fourth 

issue, the Eagle favorably review'ed The Jungle, Sinclair I s expose of 

the rneatpadcing industry, and each of the early issues made some mention 

of the issue, and thus the Eagle joined the raDks of the other muck-

rakers who made journalistic history by attacking the deplorable con-

ditions then prevalent in the meatpacking industry. 

The only real reference to Koreshan beliefs other than political 

in the early Eagle 'vas the motto, "Riches and Pove.rty Cease When The 

Commonwealth Comes, "that ran just under the na...rneplate. 

Teed made good his promise of "headings" '''hen in the fourth issue 

the nameplate was c~anged from seventy-two point Caslon to an artwork 

script style that is still in use. Another exciting (for the time) 

.. 
16Eagle, June 7, 1906. 
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innovation in issue number four, was the use of color. The usual politi-

cal cartoon was used centerfold on page one, but it ,-las printed over the 

drab green silhouette of an eagle with outstretched wings. 

On August 23, 1906, the Eagle went "up \I to six "pages." The general 

content and format of the Eagle remained the same but a supplement mea-

, 
suring eight and a half by ten inches 'Ii,as stuffed inside. The front 

carried a miniature of the Eagle na~eplate at the top and reprinted the 

Florida election lavlS. The reverse carried the platform of the Progres-

si ve Liberty Party \\Thich the Koreshans had espoused. Gradually over the 

next few months the Eagle grew. The small supplement became full page 

size, at first printed on just one side, but within a short time, on 

both sides. For the next few years, format changes ,-Jere gradual, the 

most marked being an increase in advertising, both in number of ads and· 

in size. The first display ads began to appear, most of which v,ere one 

column by four inches. 

In addition to Isaacs and the meatpackers, the Eagle also took up 

t~e cause of the local fishermen during the summer of 1907. Commercial 

fishing was for many years a mainstay of the economy of the area and 

many of the Koreshans and other residents of Estero depended on fishing 

for their livelihood. The local fishermen who fished from skiffs used 

one or tvlO nets to gather the mullet that constituted the major portion 

of their catch. But, big fish companies from North Carolina learned 

of the rich fishing grounds and sent down forty-bvo man cre,-Js that used 

ten large nets linked together. Any fish in the school that escaped 

the large nets were too scattered for the local fishermen with their 

smaller nets, tocatc.l1. The Eagle demanded that the state should enact 

a non-resident tax on out-of-state fishermen to limit the practice, and 
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17 
~ventually this laVl 'vas placed on the books. 

~e repeated and often vitriolic attacks on Isaacs were successful, 

for just three months after the Eagle began publication it announced 

edi tori ally: 

We have been informed that local democracy contemplates 
letting dO\m the bars in 1908, throwing open the primaries 
to democrats, republicans, socialists, prohibitionists and 
all ~vho may apply.18 Whereas last year the primary was a 
very exclusive affair and no one was allO\ved to participate 
therein unless his grandfather voted for Thomas Jefferson, 
the coming primary 'viII be free for Tom, Dick or Harry • 

. The reason for this generosity is not difficult to 
comprehend. It is merely the fact that competition has 
entered into Lee County politics. So long as one party 
dominates the county things are carried out with a high 
hand and the primaries are very exclusive, but Ivith the 
advent of a competing party barriers are broken down, ex­
clusiveness vanishes and the.glad hand is extaDded to all 
in the wild scrawble for patronage. 

The Eagle had won. 19 Isaacs sold his paper and left tmvn. 

But Isaacs was just one adversary for the Eagle to deal with. It 

lost no time in finding, and besting, another. 

It was in the fall of 1907 that the Eagle took up the 
fight for equitable taxation on the wildlands of Lee County I 
showing that t.lJ.e small resident landovmers Ivere paying three­
fifths of the taxes, while the big non-resident land companies 
owning four-fifths of the land were getting by with ridicu­
lously.small tax paYlnents.in proportion to their holdings. 
TILis brought on some argument with Walter Langford, land 
company agent, but the exposure resultE?d ultimately in wild 

.land [tax] assessments. 20 

The Unity suffered a setback/ when on Dece~er 22, 1908, Dr. Teed 

died. There are several accounts extant of how Dr. Teed met his death. 

17 Andrews/ Yank, pp. 45-47. 

18pndr~WS seldom capitalized the names of political parties . ... 
19 
~agle, September 12/ 1907. 

2°Andrews, Yank, p. 47. 
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I'1rs. Ridgely, in her article on the Koreshans said that 'reed had ex-

haustedfhimself on a long lecture tour and died soon after returning 

21 
to Estero. - R.S. Berry, v;tho lived at the Unity for a time while writ-

ing a master's thesis on the economics of the Unity, and claimed to have 

gotten his information from L.W. Bubbett, editor of The Flaming Sword, 

and later editor of the Eagle, hinted that Teed died as a result of 

22 
injuries received at the hands of a lynch mob. Andrews, in his auto-

biography, said that Teed died following "some months of sUffering from 

acute neuritis. ,,23 Still another account said that Teed died as a result 

.0£ injuries received when he was struck on the head by the Fort Myers 

24 town ,marshal , a mai, named Sanc;:hez, but that this vias never proven. 

Except at the end of ~~drews' tenure as editor, the pages of the 

Eagle were not used to discuss the internal problems of the Unity, so 

the exact cause of Dr. Teed's death may never be discovered, but it is 

quite probable that the crusading journalism of the Eagle did not endear 

Dr. Teed to all. He was buried in a concrete vault built on the tip of 

Estero Island t but it was later washed away by a tropical storm. 25 

The death of Teed did spell trouble for the Koreshans. For one 

thing, it was learned after·Teed's death. that he had cosigned a mortgage 

for a friend who purchased a large woodworking plant in another state. 

2lEelje Scriven Ridgely, "The Park the Koreshans Gave," manuscript 
written .for the st _ Petersburg Times, but never published, n. d., p. 9. 

22R . S • Berry, The Koreshan Unity: An Economic History of a Commun­
istic Experiment in Florida (Master's thesis, University of Florida, 1928), 
p. 18. 

23 Andrews, Yank, p. 47 .... 

24 'ch 1 t' ? -Mi e, In eTVlew, June _6, 1970. 

25 Andrews, Yank, p. 47. 
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The plan·t failed and the resulting debt was passed dovm to the members 

of the' co:r:poration. I\jany of the members feared the encumbrance would 

bankrupt them, so they left, but those that remained paid off the debt 

and eventually acquired a valuable tract of land from the deal. 26 

Another problem arose when Victoria, who had been Teed's feminine 

companion and counterpart in the Unity, suddenly left her position of 

authority, married a dentist, and moved away.27 This caused another 

alarm among those remaining for sorr~ thought she had control of all the 

remaining assets. Although reduced in numbers, the colony remained. 

vi.hen the initial political battle had been won, Andre\'ls had begun 

to\. concentrate more on local neVIS, there still not being a daily news-

paper in the county. He advertised for local correspondents and soon 

had a dozen, scattered about the small settlements of Lee County, chron-

icling the events of their neighborhoods. JindreVls' favorlte ,·;as C. G. 

JI1cKinney, "a whimsical old pioneer" v~ho lived on Chokoloskee Island, 

the southernmost settlement on the ~fiTest Coast of Flo:t:'ida, an area still 

frontier and unhampered by too much la,,, and order. HcKinney "<rote under 

the pen name of "Progress" and fI.ndrews later said, "His local i terns were 

so full of quaint local humor that they were frequently copied by other 

::;tate papers, vlhich le.d to my awarding him the distinction of the man 

who put the chuckle in Chokolosk~e. ,,28 The follo,ving are samples of 

Progress columns ca. 1908-09. 

Tomorrow is our preaching day. It is likely that the 
deacon and t.l,.e stevlard will both be here. and possibly there 

26 fI.ndrev.'s , yap..k , p. 4;'" 

27Ridgely, Park, p. 11. 

28Ji.ndre",s, Yank, pp. 44-45. 
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w'ill be some chance for our preaci1er to get up some of the 
root of evil and lug it off with him. He is trying to destroy 
evil, I understand, and if he gets the root of it first I 
~ink that is the right start. 

We have a lot of moonshine among us novl. One of the 
teams went up the river last Monday with a load of barrels 
and syrup, so we think the prospects are pretty good. 

I see the Lee County folks are agitating the county 
hospital again. I don't see hml we folks on the island can, 
get anything out. of it from the fact that \>le never get sick. 
One of our poor fishermen went to Key vJest a few days ago. 
The M.D.'s got hold of him and told him that he had appendi­
citis and v,anted $200. to open him up. Of course, this is 
not a poor man's disease, but I think the doctors found out 
that the boy had some relatives that had the dough.29 

We have lots of booze r moonshine and red liquor. Some 
of the team gets drunk everyday. Yesterday they had a racket 
and one of our best moonshiners got cut up and blood flowed 

, very freely, and the ones that were able took him up to 
Everglade to get his hide patched up so it would not leak 
so bad. 

lqe are getting along fine i have plenty of booze and 
everything. We don't l>lant any sheriffs nor anything: If we 
need anything it is more booze and more of the devil's dis­
ciples to drink it, and bigger knives and more pistols and 

30 guns. 

It was a piano that brought about the first major content change 

of the Eagle. During the summer of ,1909, AndrevlS vlOn a piano in an ad-

vertising contest sponsored by a Jacksonville music store. He had no 

need for it since there were already several at the Unity. The Koreshans 

had all been musicians and one of their first acts on arriving had been 

to establish a symphony orchestra and music was one of the subjects 

taught at the College of Life. Not needing the piano r Andrews decided 

to use it in a contest of his own. He offered it as a prize to the young 

29 
~ndrewsr Yank, pp. 4i-45. 

30Ib " d _1_., p. 138. 

:i 
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lady V/ho obtained the most nevi subscriptions to the Eagle. One enter-

prisirrg girl toured the entire county and soon new subscriptions came 

pouring in "by the· hundreds r" but, after the initial period most of 

these dropped off again, because r "they had only subscribed to help some 

friend and not from an interest in the paper." After that, Andrev.7s 

decided the best way to increase circulation was on the merits of the 

. If 31 paper ltse . 

The "piano contest" did attract the attention of hlP prominent 

Fort Hyers ci tizens, H. E. Heitman, a merc.h.ant and J. E. FoX\"orthy, owner 

of the Lee County Bank. Both were of old-line Lee County families and 

·bo~ were advertisers in the Eagle. They called Andrews to Fort Hyers 

and tried to interest him in starting a daily paper in Fort [,flYers I but 

he declined saying, "Gentlemen, I want to live a while longer and I don't 

knov,7 of any surer method of slow suicide thaD. running a small tOi'm daily 

32 
paper. N6 thank you." This refusal seems to bear out a later COTmnent 

made about ~~drews, one to the effect that he liked to spend his time 

roaming about the countryside gathering plants aD.d talking to people, 

and that the one day a \-leek he spent in the Eagle office \vriting his 

dit . 1 dIll d . .. 1 ,,33 e orla s an coumns he referred to as my ay ln Jal • 

The mercb,ants of Fort Hyers '''ere not to be put off however, in their 

desire for a more frequent publication. In 1911 the Fort Nyers Press 

became a daily, and this left the Eagle in the position of trying to 

31Andrews, Yank I p. 57 . 

... 
33l-tichel , Interview, June 25, 1970. 
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compete news\vise \'lith a daily paper published in the county seat. An dreVl $ , 

(and most probc:..Oly the Board of Directors of the Unity, although he did 
r 

not mention th~~ in his autobiography) decided to specialize and make. 

1 . . 1 34 tile Eag e lnto a hortlcu tural paper. - This change was gradual and at 

first, teChnically the Eagle could have been called as much agricultural 

r as horticultural for it dia not really gain note as a horticultural 

. 'joUl-nal until 1921. 35 

On its fifth birthday, June 6, 1912, the Eagle celebrated by chang-

ing the color of its nameplate from black to red and the motto to, 

"Screams for Lee County in particular and Florida in General. 11 For 

several years the Eagle had been an eight page paper and the use of high 

quality .half-tone engravings ,'las comil10n. 

The first page ,vas still in four colUJ.~s. The lead column on the 

left was usually the main story of the week and most usually was on an 

agricultural or horticulturi3.l topic. It ,vas ·wrapped out from under the 

single column head and continued in columns two and three. The two 

.inner columns were broken by a three-and,....a-half inch cut just above 

centerfold, the position formerly occupied by the political cartoon. 

The cut ,vas usually a ~ine drawing, a map, or diagram dealing with the 

geography of the .county or Florida and tied into the main story although 

sometimes a half-tone vIas used. It was never wild art. The right mar-

ginal column vlas signed "Topics of Interest" and vlas a general nevIS 

wrap-up of the week I s events. 

34 -Andrews, Yank, p. 63. 

35l'1ichel, Letter, July I, 1970. 



I 

1 

I 
! 
! 

l' 

I 
1 

I j 

I 

( 

I 

t 
( t , 
[ ;~ 

l 
I I I 
i 
I 
I 

[ 
!:' 

" 
~ 

.. 

FIGURE VI 

VOL~ VII, N~ffiER 1 

TYPICAL 1912 EDITION 

) 
j 

!.:: 

J 



:~ . 

~'"~ ~"'e'-.-, ',.. .~ 
". .i", • 

•...•. ~.:. 

Vol .. 7 .. 

Ctrrnrnerciol r ropical fruits 
1 t.1·' •• Il .... lct: HIIf'h· .. 1IUV'"",I·, \tn· 

h· .... l ,.\. lie ':,'1.11 n. 1: .... 1·1. 1·.1 .. ,.' :tJ .. 
';"t .. ,,· 11.'lll.·lllIl;l;l1 ~"C"'''lr _I I'''' r ... 
...... td ~ ...... I"U til 11'.IUI, .11.1 ...... I .... 'r 
'.III.;j.l ..... 1 !II I ... · I:.' .! ..... ,: 11.111 
"11" 'I"'" r It, .. L. :.o.III'F .. ··,·u,lu ... '.·I ... 1 
\ .. 111" ,·Itt ... , ....... '('''f·Io·,,1 I'luH ... It 
,_ ... ·.r'·,·l(' L(".· ....... ,,. I •• .:..111 lb.1 "' ....... 
Ir •• '.I.· .. 1 :rUI.~ C;.ef" 10.· cr ..... I' "'111:.11.,. 
""tl! IU J ...... '·.·UI.l'1',_I-:.'.:"" ,. ... ,: 

lu IL1~ ' ... ' .. ·.1 I .... ·II! Hili.,· ~II"":'''''' 
Ib,· lur ...... U"j'!o'&1 Inliitl v.trldl l.I."t' 
aU .. IU .. tJ ''''IJJt!lt't.·,d UUJ1'!'fla.uC't' """Ittl 

C". I L.· J·,u. 011'1'11"'. lJ:&utltl flu.1 .. t' ... ·n. 
.t". I.· roll t' IlJ 1'1 ,.' .( ... ,..'llh~ 11.1" " .... I 
III .·:!.at·:11 'bl~'b .... I'III.T IIIH L.'w., 
lu.: .. _".1 riCJ Ill .. :r \I..J~ luh' l:,,:,,\rlo,f' 
r.:.:.'~ .. I~ .... ::1,1 ~h'IIIIIY ,·).· .... ·.1 (tit.' 

I IlM It ~ •. , 11.; j .. .:I r: ,.·1... I '" j II IU .. ~.t I"U 

lIv .. • '· .. r. IlI.:1 :111" 11t'll.:trttLot'l:t ,~ L/,,;.I.:. 

it:f,: "~L.tt'''I:t t' f .. ", :tu·L.· 1:..1 .. til'" 

.-\u,·y:o. 1~1:1'f' .<i .. I! 10 lit: •• , ..... al" 

lit "I~ I·. JJ .. , .. : : .... I •• ·• ( ,II 11: ~ 1! .. I: 

1:1 11.- '""II., .t .. :.: .···UlllllIU.! J UI-
I· 11. .. : .. t!.:1, !. \0 1,"'1l I .. I",·:: I L .. 

mertcan 
l.u! b ...... I.1 •• , "Uf,nll;.! ",., \.101 lit", I"t 

t.UtJd.". "f 1", .. ,,-,., .dl"\lI"'~ till- 1001J,t 
t·.lh',_11 .. ". 'I •• II .. ' 1"'II'r J ('>ttl .:1\" 
<II; ", ... , "I t"11I·""tcl'{,'U"'lIt. lot' ulllrt 

. It,y I 1' •• f<.·oIl,y 14 IIrl.1 at I:.!t·u \l.IJlru 
::" y ... r .. MJ! ......... "1111 I \' .. ".!.! IU IlItu'" 
,.\, ILt.' 1111·' C'tllll. 1:11'111'''''' .,,;.1 , .. 1101\1.' 

.···\·"r··.1 ,,'lbutU'III\' y"un,:: 1,"II'IIJII"t 
•• .. Iuitq.! ItlI .• i.rurths!'. I'll""", .... ·h .. ht·· 

1,.·\'" 111111 1/)., lilOlul .. b .. "", 1"-t',IUl!! 

t"-:l!.011 .. ' ... f, IJoIt.t foUIUIlJt r 1IUI'IIrlt'.1 

.. III''' hulU Cull:! uu.1 I"'rlll 1:1\' .. , .. 
lulnlo", lJo:loI '.Iou.l. U.n' fr .. oll .. uf \l,LI1:lJ 

I';.U tUHe "uo lell. It.'r H"'!J 11"'lIr,l 'n 
tLJ .. t '"u wU"lJ IUHh'hl h·rt,II7..'t IIut; 
a. .... " u ...... 1 111 W.U." c·ot",·«. ""bi"l1 ,.).. 

1"'1 jrll.·,' i .... I'fllt""D I,ll" lot hu.lI '·U ... ·I 

"I" u tL.· \'~"r lit 1':II.t.I~. "lI.1 a UI(Ht 

l,to"I_1 u~" '01 1,.1""'1'" "1.01 ~'I'lt'ln 
", .... , lU.·II.: ."111.1 j. •••• I .. l.t: "U~· Ill. 

".,f.l ... • •• I .... ctllll! lu,' Ir,·ul·h· .... L.·lt·11 

It,."hl.· I .. lot'llIl! 10'· ••• 111(., .. (1 "r:'! l l' 

jHIU~II""I~' It," Ila' I'rlJ.arlau:l:t .tld 
.... IH'· ...... , .... urf"d Itat .. bOIJ.d lItXl 

•• · ..... U I .. • """1 tl.n· 'tuuLI.· e.U lot' at.lou­
lUI "I~' ,·" ... 1",11"11. 

., Ul' Tn'!'11 t:llltHh "I ILl" Lt'IHI Ollbe' 
""1 "I '·flrItHh·. ','r r"wwrrci,,' pl.cL· 
lug. 11ff. 1.111'11.· .... htIUt;Jug- It lulu tho 
uJlI.rkd .dlrr lI,o hulk. (.01 tJ.ttl o1bl'U 
lito: ,,'UUt,·. 't'" ,·J.t·t'Il~ot qUIllIt.T ruuDd 
... 1:.'101', .. ulidlly tr.ud kt:C'plllg qUldilh;. 

J!h to II JHt'(Cft:lICe: o,'a ull.u:r \'uicUr" 
"" LId: WlllurC' fully .. Iltle. ADd tllte 
list' It· .. , uf I:.! yrar. bt: 'be buddt'd 
I,.,,,. Ilud );'lIr ';:tll ,.u 'be: p.u:DI. cou~ 

,.,tifut,· II. Iw,IIRrtt' of glt.: ~t'J£Ll !D 
.. 11.·t. 1111 lulll.at indu.tr.t' •• \ g<lOd 
"lttl.,· "~tlt't;f' I,; DO'" tDot:h det,u,d. 
uu.t I \:. iii wt'lllluu ' ... ·0 lOll .. re coco' 

1' .. IIUr. ' .. r tllI .. pllll't'. Occ- ut'lullt;' tu 
l'l. Ii. II. Jhorru.uQ .u,1 Lt' "10. UtoD't'd 
It 1-: .. ,,·11... Ht· ~flr" tLa:l ttrt'rt' .rt 
... ·'t·11I1 III· ... j:1" ... ·:I hcu.. n ("trL..:n 

I··t 1.1 ....... 1 J.lwL.lnl It: I"'" .'.t' 111. 

,~", .. ,," ,., . ..,."' ...... , "''''''''. II,., MAP OF LEE COU;-';TY, !=LA. 
I u .. l .. ,.1 .\l'lol:- ;:, .... L! It, LtJJf'I~ III 

b.I' J ... u .. ~... i 4.. .,'rhi-tt'tlU" l1"tt r· .. · .. /:- t, J-<;!t,.. • .... ../' •• - ·---.!.!!.t. f' 
1l"°tiu .. 1,,:,o;'u .... tI\.f.r f.e,,,! "'I'" L.,·.· " "~J.:":- ~ 'I ''i oC "I '0 I" \ .. :'. t·' ~~;''':' .. >--~''R 
Le.&lrl1lr(,t:l c1111dO ..... od. *ttl.! .. JJIC'b bu •• ..; .. ~: I'~ , . .., JJI .1. :\~; ~l . -.-:;~ _. r' \=;'i:. 
0 ... ,,1"( ,d ~rC Huh.-.I "UN""a"dnll"~'" ~)t."'''''):~.I'~ ... ~~ .. "~ : .~: _: _.~~I.~.'.~ ,'··*:.n"· •.. r : ~~ 
out .. lde lbe .\1 .. 1.,. PeUiD&uJ ... ud .d .. '~-c..~ f: ~ "",-.r .. ,,:., ......... ,..:.. ... -;,..;.... "" $!l.. 

j.t't:'Dl "i .. ad" L .... : ~b Ld.:eb "oJd or ~/~,~..l,;.. \.!~~ .... !~.\ : ...... .' ... ~~" '" . <l!.r..~_~.",\;.. ... M 
d 't\JUot.1u~.n. be" tnt'Lb,~,. II! \~1:l.~~:.~: -..: .. :.I;t;..~I""~!'"-:.. \ .:- ..... _J_....... . .. ' 'C"'t'~. "~'I. 
I1tO~ .. tluu J.i ........ \c:.l,.,..J Jioto,j llle t-l:.;....! ... ;._.1. ... : .... ',~; .. ~.;:. ?':.r' . . .......... ~......... ~:; 
~~lh.a.; "')rue d_! We tu&.r 'run .c:-••• \, .... 'i, \4: ~~~ L .'.a:..:.- "\ \! ...... 
Il .0 f"ond.&.. 9.' . '\; \. .u.:;: ,~:';:" ,. ";:,,,. E . '. E, . ~ .:; 

" Tbe piDeapple iDdoat:';r hu gilDe . ;";':"~~~'. ~ "-:--:- .... ~ ___ + ... --'~~'-:~ 
t lhruUt;'tl • _ .. te ..u-a.lc it! Lbf:' pallt ,,(....Jo ~ ..... \~ ~':"~ . T-.I"V".'\,) ~" . -. . •.. ! ~ . 

I Ie ... "-.n.. A ....... Ilbc~ tn &Ctm;.r,t:' \ <.: ,....-;:.:;:~t....._tlj:;,:;.- ~ ..... ~.~ ' .. ",' ··~.\~i·.~ .. , 
• t. Po,"", ruco ."d Cob&., bo<:t.. bT ~ ~ .• ::~,., ~. 0 fm1 I / N 'T.' V' .......... '!,· p;. 
! j,Qlt:t'ie:..o ClpH.,u .. od df!V.IOpe-d b; .... ..P.., -:"t"'~~ .... u L~ ~ ~~t:'f.y(. l~· I ~. \J< 

, H_"'~ ~," .•• "- ".. \ fY .-- .""," . ."""- i '. ! np to 4.a.t.e Uuea.. I:.u g,glikd tilt: tn.II.r~ ~ ~_! .' cz... . tt':,:... (.:~ 
• "d . .IF'' tKelt tn 19H9 prieto • ..-ete ~.. r :..L \t......,.. .1' -7:::.,..-" "~ .. ~' 

\

• Utlt rf:UlOOeruht:. tUJd in H'I(l.·l1 ':"" r,.- J I' ~ . JIt_~ ',J .• ~. 
"('re fLl belo.,.. UU~ c-oa' or prodoclJQQ. "_. : ~~.Y: // ~ ...... ~ .... :'. ~I ·S· . _ ~ ,\ . , e:v--.-. ....C"! .•• l~:J 
Growen "f'r~ 'on::t"d uat or tbt' bUbi· -... -r"'::t;:' 'K."f::. :- 'f-!--~ . .:.~: ... :':-L;:'-':" 
btu. •. Odd, ."'"d\)ot!d. and o~... oS I S:::,;:.;-, ~t'S.,,-{i~~"jJ'j~. tIl' '·.l .. ~ V2._ 
pLa"llllG alH,udur..C'd. Tbe acl.-Itg •• 1D , ......... :.: . II' _.'w:.~;t,f.-!-'J :' I/-~J'\' ~~ 

f !'I 'd - ........... &0( (~.. I ..... r~:..e .......... J:$- ' .. • •. i .. ·1·...... ~ t'r 
Ort a La:. In-t:o rc:oduc..d 01 .. : L_Jr '~:.:.:~~._':'" • c-.J~ ... ?::t(;~ .. (r,:rJr...;-r'.~r' m_ .. ~.~-: 

f .. Ivet· J\o1oI~ •• ud • atwtJllr pr~r:to~ IHl.': 1 ". ........ .....H;':,~:.:.~~.... . .; .. 
\ ... itoO (\<CCarred in ttlc! itihlude. au tlUll" ~ __ u ;.....:il:.:t.,.:' • ,..: " 

I Jut fi;nttUn~r Ibe tt"dact,(.r.O In ,'utll[a I.", (":'::l~' :!.,'" t::.l:1l1y lK'l"'n'U ~I:> anI} :r;:I ='. l..alitud<. )l< nft2c is..c.o.:;r .qnan: 
I lI~a r_., .. bwitC'"dformt'recoucunt,·c'ou_ t:;:i~ l.r,c;l~hl::J ioe. ncAf'C1I.t immunt: (ro:t1 !ro;.1 or an~' fleCtion nr the t·. ~. 
I dU,unt &.<1 .. lut'C! t:Xh:ut. lu F'ori,l. Tn1.l1 f'0pullltion. ","9-1. 
, ..... 1I'C'fe drouE'br rfodaerd. Ibe lil:o.e of 
J tbe 'rulC Il{,l lDach Hut prJe.-. 'If't'te 

\ 

aHI tatilt-r loor: ... fuear) Ill! I ('.rr 
£ •. U.u:r '''OUI <Jukrrat a<)orcer. lLt! 

."f"1'agc pUec. wcre: aUo'Ct !.1.';" rtf·r 
cra:.Lc. W'wl(l lllt' aOldl '.b.e It-doC', d 

I'lle !.out Jlc-Jd per -.c'rt". lLe gc.c.d 

laUffi trtllt ..... JtJ actl'rt' dt:w .. ad .. tid 

erold ... to.1gh "" IO:lortDrrt.'f'nr. L-r'ure 

Itbel ,;lnl (.oCCorrecL l'bt':g-fOy;eu .. ho 
• a.:.:ll bUDS' OD. 'ba. ~tleotlr.Btod. f~rtt­
I hr.+d frn:I,: 'C',Lb .bendaal r&ta", 'be 

'CTOP U.ja ~Il ptutlJi1H'. to La a good 
'ooe aad Jl'1'ie.oe as:teOlDOerativc U oC 
old. (Joe powrr tl.u:~·.old"LI. entire 
crop ({,ot 11.-:5 t. o. L. &~d bC'l 'hibb tLIIII 

=;~~t! ;!t~ :::;~c~:ttdU:~;;;:~~: :;;;: 
-«,e b.&& c,eeorr.c1;.1clower P ... hu·!;.c&cb 

a-ud npfl'C'r Diode WQDUOI', Jai ... bich 
~lIoa C.be lUIDt'u a..1'c ~ell .. uIe- "" 
t&.JI UK.1i: 00 ",'a'-tr truck grOWing (or 
"lIt1"C. lo1.aoy O.ld. hn.e bf:.eo P't0-
,.oubct"d "ntu 00"" tue laad (""beT 
.~lI.&UIJL+d." at the pL.-tJl. l't:due6d. 10 

'T1t.MlIt,.. 
Tl.,: ... e .-b", behen C.bl! 'oru;cr (..Q be 

C.b. troQIJJe haYe tried b .. GULIi In 

.llhfaC"'lor:c' f'ropo"Jthln, and tLe ht't~ 
ttr r!ar.n h t .. a"C'p UIJ Ute "iSur of 'he 
phlUI 'l::'itb plecl~ 0' proJ,,"T re-Tllliz.et 
Irom tbd cl.Ht, .. ud Jt:'t nature protect 
it.tllt. 

J. g~ de.' of lit'''· ull"tor:r ridge 
laud lu ... ~I::I pilluted 11::1 Rt. Loch" 
CODDIy. froCl FL. J'it'fctl uor1b ... rd. 
aDd the fltld .. UC' _II louting .... ell. 
Oc tbe ""bo'l'" Ult' pl'o.pech loot gottd. 
tor llJr. iodu.".:r 11::1 my nphllur::.. 

The A ... oe.do eror hi. lJ..db Connty 
b reporL~d t., bto .. rdlart! tbf~ attL&OD, 
.:bSle In J~.hu Heu~1: CODal,. Jt ae.ml: 
hUh~ I~I[I" tbe .... C'rAge. OD.ploneer 
SToweI' iu lJ .. dtl COI7Pt.T ... ,.. tb." t. 
the Ont ~.OD io 12 Clona~cot.fTe 

year. tbH tbe Trapp budded tree. 
b ..... e ' .. tied I.e m.J,;a him .. good crop 
aDd tbi. 1car ,hrM-(oarLhl of U.lG 
froU h ... droppM 1n bl ... ~LJon. AU 
~m t.o .Ul'lbut.e ,bi' &-0 lbb cta.mp 
uJo,. __ tb"!'r durJDE; c.lrt! blooming 

ti£lU..', .. rrd doce Utca .. ouu ... qul'uu. 
at1;a.c'Jt ot (UI.IS'U' &Unll.c.r ,"0 Lhd "",,lIlch 
bllC b ". ,t.t' yutlDe J:Qango. Tbb 
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JGm~' or. Truitt. cod that cll th~ 

tr~1I. ftbDl thi& )01. or ~ H't"tll Ide-D­
tie...., jo ctrUllctet. He d~bed tbC' 
Irah a.t' "wedlute air-e, .bort Dock, 
.1t:'lIo'l:'CT~~tl •• 0Jid and mu.tr, elO&(­
'Uth.)1: .t:'C'd Acd otu:.r fu n .... or, ec.n 
u..: picked 'rotu tbe lat &.0 'be 15tb ot 
.lnl,.... Mr. U ... iG'bt AileD o( Wed 
Palm Beach b ...... ~UDg which 'a 
call. WUUa.m, .... blcb .00weta dmoct; 
prf'lolady C.O tbe: fongoiDi' de-.crip­
tlon, except tbat Lbe oolor h dut 
green .... ,tb f.Ca.rltlt ch&d.c. 1 am DOt. 
.ute t.bat- Llte aMd h &lH.olakl,. ~Jbbt­
!luteg. but. tblnk "0. 'fbI' II a..Q tm~ 

por&.ot ma'ler lfllen II. OOn1«tf. &.0 JOUl: 
.hlpmeCLa. 

1 am tDdttbC&d 1.0 1:1r. Chuht. :Woc'" 
gomet')' tor "hI' lolio ... Ule: 1110\0«. 00 ~La 
0"'0 erpertonoe. He 'llttt&el.. Muy1A· 
fonu.l.loD .. e cr1"e YOD =:D.I' of be­
CHMaU.r be to. .... r,:-r u oc.r upct'.POf:o( 
e~kJld 0011' o"er " period of .boa' 
"Tee ,e.c.ra. OOC' ot Ule ""Jon' , ...... 
'arM of·tbo .,.(.'J(M,.QO b<l1l1JU7 II &.b.at 

,- .. --------.~-

gle 
Topics 91 Inlert'};! 

'fLue w,1I be -;;n;;. 00 tLe .uC't'&~ 
£t"',,*,1l tu "C"f!' )'or~ ,ht. aULQu,t'r. 1: •• 

Ol;'rt .·lJd l1ll"']' h."o tb.Il/..~ITM • 

l'lI"!" propo.t' &.0 w.ao&:e 'L" ttlt:n INlt 
up kt Uu:tu for "bCt: ':::1 Lb.-Ir " .. "', "'1' 
to&th'R - .... hlrh,·lcd c&wpaJga o( 
1..<l og .i..l .. ut!. c*,rr.,toE UJC'Jr .p~.ao'au 
'rum Jllac~ "0 f.laer 10 ah.ldpc • 
-.rUC'at:' blrd·1I.·OlDt!D __ III h."·t: Ute'lr 
LU1'C'uIS cLc.tiou dc>Ctlralf'd "Uh 
hrl'"f!olored Lauttor. 10dJ('atJDg IlIdr 
aC'tit1mtOh •• lId laue IItttcatDe-r tnttt· 

'~4 or ""'OU;" lor ,,·oweD." a/l ,LC'T 
d •• lJ dO"'D upoo Lbe .... LuUld1t:d ... od 

lad f.f,tllra l:t U:d fntC'u "i.e- .. illC"'1; 00 S 
.prilJp: l'iJld.eD. t.o ghe IIH:w. u .. vt:r· 
Lc. •• I",:0 ...... t:d.(.otl plt'cf:: af llJtlr tuiud 
IL.t to lIo"" lory alu.lI TU'tl orr .,'uw.u 
t.a:'luge. 

\\ 110 ."10. UO .. ·• Lb_, tLt" ,,"OUic.:D 1I.C're 
'1.1 .... "LId u~t'er .·buld dt:\·t'IIIf.t pill IlI­
l·tl uell('iI~" ~et; ... tIUU i, to trowp 

(·Io.f'l lu r .... htl~ .. 1 C'lttllllaiSDllIf;. Fa .. , 
(' .. h..·lI your T...,tt'r. all ~·uO '\fuliid Ilul 

L.,f'. IIInd Itrctl Le C'au III' "~"'t'd uV to 
ILl" qUt't'lI'" h~tC'. !.lui ""'uu't tLia 
r.&!c!J trlw': Ht"1J he tb.-ro LQ "t'O 
lLe:Cl allglJt, lIod fttar to fle:e "bt'w de~ 
p~rl, gc-Itlu£ 1.11 I.~~t r,0""" In-''-t'C'n 
"bt:tLer Lt· !.Jc:lIc1't'6 fo "'(IWeD "oLioS' 
br ntH. acd br Uut tiu.(' Lt: .. In baTe 
conclnded to .. ( tlu·y Ilrt' aboUI IItrlart 
enouCD In run lLe- gt.verument. all 
... ell ... the ··pllddlll··h .. ,dl!" ho 11u 
t..eeu -.:ndws Dr tG do Il. 

J. 1D&8u.J.Jr.6 c::aJ..kd &....L·i"'l1 R.t,for .. 
DLaltec &..be ~tla' tb&t there II 
llomUa.a.!Jy d.eporlkod In Lbo bulk_ ot 
lbl, C!IOantry Sla.NI()'~IO(~ .nd. Un!:L 
.. be mClGey a.eta.U, LbeTt h bu' SJ.;b(r(I •• 
(t(1IO.ttO(J. );o.· .. Itf:'onlJ' ... ,.Lbat'lJe IN.t1t~ 
era G4b hoPf' k) ~~t l.beh df'!pcwllt.c,n· 
detn"tld,·t. tbe- C!l1pt"C .... tioo tb .. t their 
ou.h CD ba.ad ... ill al".,.6 ~ .uMeJc:ot 
t.o aocommoda."'" .U tbAt tllelr del)(j6,l~ 
klre rC'qairC!' •• eh d&,. Tn.' h. tbat 
'K'bc.ltaclledied. oat b:r une nau ",alllJ.e 
rcd~poe:ilt'd b;r "bolLer. Tbf: HC'bfolDO 
... ort. all rlgbt -.0 long .. lbe df'C.o llj -

t.ora h" ... e Iln ........ ('-ring eonOdelJ('el ill 
rhe b&nru •• and .. ttb OUf:' dollar caJfh uti, 

baod, tllo b6C1ke- a.rf:' ea.blt\O to 10lin 
oat aol! draW' tnwttW~ 00 ~o atld ,"-0-­
tbtrd (Solla" of ot.ber peopJfI'tj ttloney. 
Hal .Dp~ t.b .. t. ltOUIe nD~ da,.. tl ... erJ' 
depcxHof 'llronld ooDclode tlt.U he 

wOD'd IC1:'1 .... rer t.o Jlne Jlla aloueS in 
bh (I"U puc:i:eLa: t;l.1t'J' oould oaty f'et; 
OQ~ dollc.r oot 01 f:''''C'f;r &.cn and a tn.e­
I.'OD, .. tid tllt' ~t. '!'ould haTtI Lo 

aa'prod nnul oonlldt:D("t'l N'!turn& 
11 Jt did not. UH'y Yould ~ Lrretrfe1'­
.blT boatf'd. II OUf ba.utiDC .,.ate.=. 
.a,.~tbiag be' a bJg « .. CDC Dr ooDOdeoO$ 

pl&!N tlpoo t:be pnople. Lb.:' lIIU"'" 
aOEDe dill' mcoe' i", W .. klrloor 

There &.re .. gnnr.' tD.LnJ' .tn.n~ 
thlo«1 ha.ppe.b.ir.r; no"""'':'''''' bot ODti 
or l.bf: nTILD£"Mt U tbe 1UT1,..,J 11:: Nt!T 
'(art of tbe .t,.oa.m.ahJp Columbla w1Lb 
.. load 01 ~~ from. Gla&£"O'C' 
with tbe repo!"t; " ..... Dot a trto~lc do"):: 
of liquor _ ... aold a.o .. .,.....a.t:'ftf olt 
&.be 'ro,age. Tbvo ...... plc'lpU' of 
c1rf.llt au bo&r:1, bat. ..... ~ra 
were .. U ~ a.bli.J."en.. 
Tb~''buk"p''on U&ic~lIlllllt 

Iu!T6 ,.u tIIOl:IIO"t\"~ ... ~ dJG .aD'MI 

,.... &to ... ad t.lte proohlbJUoutCb5 
IMW. u..tr a,ali$o=.aJ OOG! ..... t:kU:i. lOt Ie-

(ao..ti ....... ... ,.." l.,J 
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Page two continued as the editorial page. It was still set in three 

columns, and usually in type tv.'O points smaller than the rest of the body 

type, which was t.welve point Century Book. The masthead appeared at the 

top of the left column and included subscription information and a re-

quest for correspondents. The remainder of the column vlas editorial 

"priefs f" one or tv,TO pungent sentences or Biblical quotes aimed at cur- .j 

rent affairs. The editorials, both Andre~'Vs I and "trade" iterns from 

other papers ran in the second two columns vJhich. at times included let-

ters to the editor, poems and a short joke or tvlO. In the issues ex-

amined, most of the letters to the editor were queries about horticul-

tural sublects. Page three was the jump page. 
\ - In addition to stories 

jumped from page one it alsO carried a cartoon or map centerfold, and 

if' the jumps did not occupy all the four colum..l1s there \'Vould be a poem 

at the top of column four and short items or brights interspersed on 

the page without heads. 

The other pages carried the ads, still in the marginal columns, 

the other news ~"'rap-up, "The ttiTeek' s News Boiled Dovln," and letters from 

L~e area correspondents. 

Several other factors influencing the change to horticultural spe~ 

cialization were that Andrews professed a life-long interest in plants 

andgrowin.g things as a hobby,36 (although this was disputed by a later 

. 7>7 
editor who claimed he never turned a shovelful of earth in his life) ,~ 

the fact that horticulture had been one of the earliest endeavors of 

36AndrelrlS, Yank, p. 63. 

37' • }tichel, Letter, July 15, 1970. 



) 

'~ 
.:~I, 

{t: 
Jo; 

'" ,~ ;\ 'ot:. ::. ":I' 

I, 
.. :i " 

~ ~, 

.: ...... 

it 
I;:: 

.:;:. 

~ 
" ~.: 
~~ .. !:. ,. 

~. 

') " '.{~ 
':i: ~~:' 
'J 

" .L .f, 

,: 

.. , 

, 
",.' 

::'~ ,', 
, 

:Z' 

" .'.: 
~j; 

I 
I i 

43 

of, the colony and they had begun building a botanical garden almost as 

soon ~ they arrived and for years had been importing tropical seeds 

and plants from allover the world l and that in Florida at that time 

there was agroviing interest in agriculture as the land opened up and 

became more accessible and fanners learned of the fertile soil avail-

38 able and the favorable growing seasons. 

The change did not mean that the Eagle abandoned its crusading I 

however. It still kept a sharp eye on politicians l both state ru1d local, 

'and did' not hesitate to speak out for what it thought was right. 

It did not always vlin, ,as was the case in "The Great Courthouse 

Batt;le," but at least it exposed political machinations to the light 

'of public opinion. In the courthouse dispute, Andrews ran figuratively 

and literally head-on into Capt. W.H. Towles I vlho had apparently assumed 

Isaacs I position of political pOvier in Lee County. Andre'l\Ts described 

him thus: 

One of the most picturesque c~aracters of pioneer Fort 
Nyers was Captain W.H. Towles, a cattleman of heroi c bui Id 
and despotic manner ,,1ho dominated successively the tovm coun­
cil and board of county commissioners, to each of which he 
belonged, for several years. A man of varying moods and im­
pulses, he was knmv"l1 to have done many kindly acts for the 
reliE?:f of impoverished crackers ,and negroes I [sic} and on 
the other hand there was no length to which he would not go 
to 'get even with someone whom he disliked. 39 

In 1913 Towles, then on the County Commission, began to push for a 

referendum for a bond issue to rais e money to build a ne\V r $100 rOOD 

courthouse. According to' Andrews, the existing ,frame courthouse I valued 

38Michel, Interview I June 26, 1970 . 
... 

39 
Andre\vs r Yank I p. 20. 

:.' 
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'i at $30 ,000, «as old but adequate. Since there "'ere no paved roads in the 
",:-..' 
~: 
,,~ cOunty at that 'time, many of the rural residents, including the ones at 

t?< 
,f-t:, Estero, considered roads'a greater need than a new courthouse. On 
-~~\ 

>. :.~; 
;;" ~. December 11, tI1.e Eagle ran an editorial conderrming the courthouse plan 

'f:-~ 
.t,.~. 

;:, !.f in no uncertain terms. On Friday, January 20 I 1914 1 Andrews went to 
.'; ;;r; 

'; l Fort l\1yers and TOt"les spotted him getting out of hi~ buggy and rushed 

':; ~j: over, s~ruCk him in the face, breaking his glasses and began to beat him. 
';:.'. 
" '., 
:~" Andrew's did not attempt to defend himself I but tried to es cape from the 
:r 
" 

'~,; larger man 1 who appaxently gave him a good beating. Andrews had Towles , 
'Ii·' 
", 
3i arrested l but dropped the d1arges when he lea:rned Towles had witnesses 

!:~ l· 

;,' viho ~ere prepared to swear Andrews struck the first blCMT. The Eagle 

continued to editorialize for road construction and against the court-

house, and applied to the circuit court for an injunction against the 

commissioners to stop them from building the courthouse. Towles then 

engineered a magnificent political coup. The Eagle asked for the injunc-

lion on a Friday I and th e court to whi d1. it applied vlas not located in 

Fort !'1yers, but Lakeland or Tampa, (the account is not specific) . 

TOlh11es took advan,tage of this and called a special meeting of the com-

mission for Saturday morning and by a 3-2 vote decided to build a new 

'courthouse. Immediately after the vote was taken, Towles,' cOl",hands I 

." \\1ho had been "waiting in the wings," rushed on the frame courthouse and 

tore it to the ground. 

When the messenger arrived "li th the injunction on Monday morning, 

it was too late J Lee County did not have a courthouse. The comrnission 

then exercised a vague and seldom used Florida statute that authorized .. 
county commissions to proceed without referendum in the construction 

: J 
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,,- th - ,,40 of county courthouses, .1.n e event of emergencles. 

As part of the new role of horticultural journal of the Eagle, 

J>._11dre\vS began to spend most of his time avlay from Estero, traveling 

about the state collecting plants, talking to botanists and nurserymen 

and trying to attract advertisers and subscribers. This began to ,cause 

~, some friction at the Unity for there was a feeling, that was to grOlv 

over the years, that Andrews was promoting himself, not the Eagle, and 

leaving others to do all the work. 41 On one of his early journeys, 

how'ever, Andrews did take steps to "automate" the Eagle. For years the 

<.; unity had wanted a Linotype machine to replace the tedious task of 

handsetting all the type. But the only one on the market in the early 

days was expensive and t.he manufactUrer wanted cash. On a trip to 

Punta Gorda in 1914 Andre\vs stopped by the office of the Punta Gorda 

Herald and there saw the Harris Intertype, a machine built vlhen the 

original Herga.11thaler Linotype patents expired, and which vlas offered 

for sale on extended credit terms. One was purchased by the Eagle in 

time for the first issue of 1915 to be printed on type set by it, and 

42 
thus the handset era came to an end. 

A new feature was added to the Eagle during these years. Page 

", seven, a four column page, began to run small display ads in the mar-

[; ginal columns, and the two center columns v]ere signed "Lee Cou.1l.ty Di-

rectory," \vit.h an artwork head and a sig of a lithographed eagle point-

40 - Andrev]s, Yank, p. 63. 

4l1.1ichel, Interview, June 25 ( 1970. 

42J>..ndrevls, Yank, p. 69. .. 
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ing to it. The directory listed churches, transportation schedules, and 

other items of interest and need to newcon.ers to the area. 

1915 also Saltl other recognition come to the Eagle. Andrews went to 

,: the state convention of the Florida Press Association to represent the 

-'E: Eagle and won a silver cup for the best coverage of the Miami-held meeting. 43 

In 1916 AD.dre\..,rs became "mobilized" and really began to travel to 

gather material for pages ~f the Eagle a~d plants and cuttings for the 

Koreshan Gardens. For $250 he purchased a Model T Ford from the local 

<:- sheriff. It was a versatile vehicle that he dubbed his "Seagoing Ford" 

because it could easily be set across the provl of a steamboat or ferry 

d ak h th ds · 44 an t 'en were ere were no roa or br2dges. -

'\ 

This was the "Good Roads" era of Florida journalism and lI.ndrews 

took part in many expeditions and the Eagle printed these in an effort 

to draw attention to the need for a state-1tJide network of good roads. 

He a~d the sheriff, Frank Tippens, and the Seminole Indian Agent, 

W. Stanley Hanson, made one of the first crossings of the Everglades--

from La Belle to beyond Immokalee--to prove that the area could be opened 

to motor tra£fic. 45 

The items that Imdre\..,rs garnered on these wide-ranging forays made 

, the Eagle interesting reading, even for those not with a primary inter-

'~". 
'; est in horticulture. A.mong these was a visit to Lue Gim Gong, at Deland . 
• '7; 

.~ 

Lue was a horticultral vlizard, according to Andrews. Born in China, 

43Andre\..,rs, Ya~, pp. 66-67. 

44Ibid ., p. 7l. 

45Ibid., pp. 98-106. -



47 

£:;;: .,' 
j~ he had come to America as a boy and '-Jorked for a vlealt!-1Y i'1assachusetts 

( 

~ famil¥. upon tneir deatn he inherited a small plot of land in Florida. 
~: 

" 

:~: He moved dO\~m and began to experiment \>li th hybridizing oranges. After 

g' a number of years he did develop a new variety of orange that was blight 

and freeze resistant and which he named after himself. A nursery company 

promised him a royalty of ten per cent for his patent and sold thousands 

of the trees to groHers allover Florida, but all the old Chinese ever 

received was $200. 46 

Another interesting aCCOu.l1t was ",hen Andrews visited Capt. J .H. 

i Doxsee and his clam canning plant and clam dredge at Marco Island. There 

is a huge clam "bar" t.'l}at extends for miles parallel to the south Florida 
". 

coast from near i-1arco to Los'tman's River. By 1919 Capt. Doxsee had built 

a huge dredge to gather the particularly large and succulent clams that 

came from the, area. 'Canned vJhole clams r minced clams and bottled clam 

juice were sold nationwide under the Doxsee label. They are still avail-

able, but the tradenatne no,.., belongs to a northern firm. This account 

,vlas particularly interesting to the author I for he has long been a close 

friend of Henry Doxsee, the Captain's grandson, al1d in 1948 spent the 

summer ,.,rorking on this very same dredge, Hhich v,7as destroyed in a hur..,. 

47 
rican.e the following summer. 

The Eagle still continued to dhampibn causes it thought right, but 

v7i th varying success. In 1921 Andrews became friends with a chiropractor 

(\>7ho was not identified by name in the account) who felt he 'Vlas "getting 

46Eag l e , April II, 1918 . 
.. 

47Andrews, Yank, pp. 111-113. 
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the run around" from the Florida Board of Exa'Tliners in obtaining a, license 

. to practIce. He Has either "too early" or "too late" to apply r or the 

Board managed to find some other technicality to refuse him. The Eagle 

took up his fight editorially, and called on Governor Sidney catts (whom 

. Lhe Eagle had supported during his campai~1) to investigate the Board. 
',: 

catts did so and suspended tvw members qf the Boarq and the doctor re-

ceived his license to practice. However, Florida politics in those days 

,\Tere seldom forgiving. A nev, governor came into office at the next 

election. The old board me~bers were reinstated and the doctor was promptly 

arrested for prac;:ticing vli thout a "valid" license. Apparently the Eagle 

decided to let the matter drop at that point because it was not mentioned 

again. 48 

Andrews did not stick entirely to the plan of putting out a horti-

cultural journal/ for in his travels about the state he accumulated many 

i terns of historical and general interest which he presented along v;ith 

accouI1ts of his visits to nurserymen, botanists and horticulturists. 

Readers were kept informed of horticultural progress in Florida and the 

Eagle was considered a journal for the dissemination of horticultural 

neN's i but the Eagle also kept up the agitation for good roads in Florida, 

and readers were treated to lively and colorful accounts of Andrews' 

visits to Silver Springs, tpe Ross Allen Reptile Institute, the Ringling 

Huseum/ Cape Canaveral (then of interest because of its early Spanish 

history 2...l1d the proximity of a second Koreshan settlement) , the Fairchild 

Botanical Gardens in .£Iliami, the NcKee Jungle Gardens, Key West, Salt 

... 
48Andre\\TS, Yank, p. 133. 
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{. 
springs [not the one near Ocala t but a mineral spring near Venice t noted 

since Ene days of Caloosa Indians for its therapeutic effects and now 

commercially developed as Warm J.1ineral Springs] I the Chinsegut Cattle 

," Experiment station near Brooksville r and a fig-gro,,"ling project at Talla­

hassee. 49 

During the~e vmnderings Andrews repo;rted r he brought back many 

plant specimens which he said he planted at Estero. Butt it was more 

likely that the actual plaTlting and grOl'ling was left up to the Koreshan 

gardener r a NOJ:Wegian named Theodore Naselius, "who was the best trop­

ical plantsman' the Uni ty ever had, but who never took care of anything. ,,50 

49 
- Andrews, . Yank, pp. 88-97. .. 
SOl'uchel, Letter, July 15 r 1970. 

.,. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

THE NEHRLING YEAP-S liND THE ECLIPSE OF ANDREitlS 

The transition to a horticultural j oUl.'Tlal was completed in 1921 when 

the Eagle began to publish the writings of Dr. Henry Nehrling,l but it 

"ras not until May 9, 1946, that the motto was dropped from the nameplate 

and it' 'vas altered to read, The American Eagle and Horticultural Review. 

\ Dr. Nehrling, who was called the "saviour of the Eagle" because of 

the new subscribers and advertisers he attracted with his astute and 

erudite manuscripts 
. . Co ',.- -, ' 2 

on tropical gardening "Jas born in Sheboygan County, 

I'hsconsin, in 1853 and graduated from Teacher's Seminary in Addison, Illinois, 

in 1873.
3 

The "doctor" was an honoris causa from a European professional 

society for his later scientific accomplishments.
4 

His first interest 

was ornithology and he gained world-wide recognition for his studies of 

birds. He traveled from Illinois to ~rissouri to Texas observing the 

migratory ,patterns of native ~~erican species and supporting himself by 

teaching as he moved about. He spent five years in Texas, during which 

time he published several papers on birds and a t,,-7o-volume illustrated 

IHedwig Michel, Interview ,June 26, 1970. 

3 Allen H. A.l1drews, A Yank Pioneer in Florida (Jacksonville: Douglas 
Printing Company, 1950) , p. ).26. 

4l"lichel, Letter, July 1, 1970. 

50 

,! 
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\,mrk 1 Our Native Birds of Song and Beauty, ItJhich other ornithologists 

adopted as a standard reference. While working OJ'l this book he became 

interested in tropical horticultur.e and began to study plants rather than 

s birds. He purchased a home in Gotha, a small town near Orlando l to begin 
: .. 

a tropical garden in 1886 1 but he had been appointed curator of the Nil-

waukee Public Nuseum and it was several years before he could move to 
: ,I 

Florida. He began to build his garden at Gotha, specializing in amaryllis 

and fancy caladiums, and sent allover the world for specimens to complete 
~ .. 

and extend his collection. The garden at Gotha was not the success he 

had hoped for however, for it was still too far north for some of the 

delicate tropical varieties, so in 1919 he moved to Naples and set up a 

~. 

new garden which soon flourished and his work attracted international 

attention. But, he too was to become victimized much as Lue had been. 

One day two men showed up at the garden and proposed that if he would 

let them breed and sell his plants cormnercially they \,wuld give him a 

fine new house near Avon Park and build a huge new garden there. He agreed 

and soon trucks came and took aT,vay his plants. He went to Avon Park and 

fOQ~d the house, an empty shell, but his plants were gone forever. How-

ever, he kept very minute and detailed records of his work, so in 1921 he 

approached the Eagle on the prospects of publishing them. 5 Andrews told 

Nehrling that he could not afford to pay him, but an agreement was reached 

whereby Nehrling could barter his manuscripts to the Eagle in return for 

6 
supplies from the general store operated by the Koreshans. From that 

5Andrews, Yank, pp. 126-129. 

6 . 
Nichel, Letter, July ~ 1970. 
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point on Nehrling 1 s \vork appeared weekly, and the Eagle flourished as a 

resul t: of his \·wrk. 

Even though it was now "officially" a horticultural journal, the 

Eagle did not ignore current events problems. It still agitated for good 

roads r and in 1923 Andrews and several other Koreshans were in the famed 

Tamia.rni Trail Trailblazing Expedition. A group of .pioneers, tvle,nty-three 

strong r set out in ten automobiles to cross the Everglades from Fort Hyers 

to Estero to Naples and then through the heart of the Everglades to Yriami. 

The expedition consisted of a number of Florida editors and writers, woods-

men and members of the Good Roads groups. hlhat is today a two-hour drive 

took the trailblazers more than three weeks. For a time they were thought 

to be lost and the Miami Herald obtained a ifJorld iflar I German bomber to 

engage in \·;hat may have been the first air-sea rescue mission. The group 

finally made it, but only after three of the autos became hopelessly bog-

ged dOi-vn and ",'ere abandoned and the ones that were still running vJere so 

battered that their springs had been replaced with cypress saplings. At 

some points Lhe expedition progressed less than a mile a day through the 

svlamp, and when the supplies ran out/ the pioneers survived by eating 

cattail roots. 

Needless to say, this made front page copy .the world over. Russell 

Kay I a noted Florida journalist, whose colUIilIl, "Too Late to Classify," 

was carried in tiLe Eagle for years, hired Seminole Indians as runners 

to carry out his dispatches to Naples from whence they ",ere telegraphed 

7 to the press. 

... 
7Kenneth E&vin Anderson, "Florida Newspapers and the Tamiami· Trail," 

University of Florida, 1970. 
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The trail \.,ras built just in time for the peak of the Florida land 

boom. lrlliile Andrews claimed he scorned the methods of the big land dealers 

who made fortunes on undenvater real estate he did engage in some specu-

lation on land near Estero and claimed to have made enough money to buy 

the Eagle a new Linotype cu,d the tOitll1 of Estero a five kilowatt electric 

8 
generating plant. 

This generating plant was to provide an amusing anecdote for the 

uni ty a few years later. Thomas A. Edison had long maintained a vlinter 

home and laboratory in Fort Hyers. He too was interested in horticulture 

r and had surrounde.d his home there with a bot,anical garden, part of which 

he acquired in his search for a suitable filament for the electric lamp 

and his later experiments \Vi th synthetic rubber. Many of the J?lants he 

had obtained from the Unity, and he \\Tas a frequent visitor to Estero. 

One evening the Koresha!1s invited Mr. and Hrs. Edison to dine at t..he Unity, 

but during the coUrse of the meal a tropical stOrm came up whid1 put L'1e 

generator out of co~uission, so the inventor of the electric light was 

forced to finish his supper by candlelight. 9 

with Nehrling furnishing a steady flow of copy that expanded both 

the advertising and the circulation list, Andrews was still free to travel 

about the state. In t1ay, 1925, George HOErner, editor of the Fort Hyers 

. Press, . talked Andrews into going to Tallahassee as a lobbyist for the 

members of the press vJho were at that time agitating for a fence law. 

Good roads ,-"ere finally coming to Florida and the number of autos \Vas 

8 . 
Andrews, Yank, pp. 163-165 . 

... 
9Eagle, June I, 1929. 

.: 
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increasing daily, but farmers were still not required to fence in their 

pastures ~d acc7:dents caused by motorists striking hogs and ,cattle were 

increasing at an alarming rate. Andrews accepted the assignment, but 

failed in his mission (a fence law was passed several years later)·. He 

returned to Fort Hyers a disillusioned man after he saw what he called 

the "backroom lt methods whereby state business was conducted at ",hat Andrews 

called "all-night drinking parties" instead 6f on the floor of the legis-

lature. lO 

with the stories of Nehrling's experiences and Andrews' travels the 

Eagle became a recorded history of agriculture and horticulture in Florida: 

the first successful grovling of corn and cotton on an economically feasible 
~ 

scale that far south, what types of soil were available in different paL~s 

of the state and what grei.v best there, the importation and growing of the 

Cajeput, o.r "Australian Fireproof Tree, "and the subsequent use of cajeput 

bark for packing fancy oranges to be shipped north. Floridians and readers 

everywhere learned of the many exotic plants and trees that could be grovm 

in Florida. The list of flora discussed in the pages of the Eagle would 

fill a horticultural encyclopedia; among them vlere: 

Rhodes grass 
Tangelos 
Beacon grapes 
King oranges 
Pomegranates 
Grenadilla 
Carambola 
Akee 
Figs 
Jackfruit 
Coffee 

Persimmons 
Strawberries 
Papayas 
Anocados 
Zizuphus 
AInberella 
Soursop 
ci trus Kalpi 
Conistel 
Mulberry 
Litchi 

l°Andrews; Yank, pp. ],,70-174. 

llIb:\-d" pp. 49-359. 

Chinese peaches 
Mangosteens 
Governor's Plum 
Jamaica apples 
Loquats 
Tamarind 
Cecropia 
Jarnbolan 
Kai apples 
Cassava 
Tung tree 

Plums 
Pineapples 
Sapotas 
Rose apples 
Imbu 
Star apples 
Monestera deliciosa 
Stychnos Spinosa 
Guavas 
Orchids 

l ' d 11 Brome La s 
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On one of Andrews' trips he spent some time in Gainesville inspecting 

the TunlT plantation of H. W. Bennett, who after careful investigation, had 

sold out his New York business interests and moved to Gainesville to plant 

Tung trees. The trees, native to China, are a rich source of a very high 

I ' t ' 1 d' th f ' t 12 h b ' qua l y Ol use In e manu acture of paln -. T e grove and USlness 

are still thriving today. .! 

On December 12, 1935, the Eagle broadened its scope once more and 

added a new feature, the history of early Florida. In that issue began a 

long s.eries of accounts of the very first Spanish explorers in Florida. 

It was taken fl.-om the diaries of the catholic missionaries \<111.0 accompanied 

the explorers and covered the period from 1493 to 1568. It took several 
'. 

r.lonths to run, alvlays beginning on the front page and then jumped to fill 

as much space as was available. 

The next historical series began in the May 13 r 1943, issue and covered 

the period of the Seminole Indian Wars in Florida. Again, the material 

was taken from whatever authenticated sources ",'ere available. On November 6, 

1947, the Eagle began a series on the history of the De soto Expedition 

to Florida. This article took until well into 1948 to complete and is 

presently (1970) being reprinted in the Eagle. It was vlritten by Warren 

H. Wilkerson and is based on, A Concise Natural History of East and West 

Florida, written by a Capt. Bernard Romans in New York in 1775, and also 

on, The Travels of William Bartram, written by William Bartram in Phila-
/-

delphia in 1791. Bartram was a ",'ell known naturalist, and the new Life 

Sciences Building, Bartram Hall, at the university of Florida is named 

12 -Andre",'s, Yank, p. 235. 
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after him. "\t\fi th this series the Eagle ran drawings of old maps, charts 

and Sp~ish documents obtained from the Libral~ of Congress. 

The fall of 1947 saw a major change start to take place in the staff 

of the Eagle. For years now, tl1.e format of the paper had been much the 

sarne. Gradual typographical changes had taken place, such as the switch 

to a condensed Franklin Gothic for front page heads that vlere usually one .'/ 

column one or two line and often a lack of heads on inside stories, but 

other than that it was much the same as it had been in 1911 or 1912. 

But, the staff was becoming elderly. The Unity had not attracted 

many new or any young members in years. The plant and office staff 

consisted of seven persons, most of whom by now were in L~eir eighties. 

Hhen in th e fall of 1947, Lou Staton, who was then responsib le for the 

layout, became ill, L~e membership called a meeting in November, 1947, 

and decided to change the Eagle from a weekly ne,.;rspaper to a monthly 

horticultural magazine. .As mentioned earlier, the Unity never chose to 

discuss their internal affairs to any great extent in the pages of the 

Eagle, but at the meeting apparently the reason for wanting the change 

was two-fold: First, the age of the staff who felt they were no longer 

capable of printing both the Eagle on a weekly basis and also The Flaming 

Sword, the Unity's religious publication, and secondly, the Unity's 

feeling that it was bearing all the expenses of publishing the Eagle, but 

receiving no income to offset tl1e expense. How much the revenue from 

advertising and circulation vlas and where it was going was not disclosed 

and it was claimed that circulation figures \.;rere never kept. Too, it was 

felt that Pndrews spent too much time away from Estero, returning only 
... 

once a ,.;reek to vlri te his editorials, thus leaving the rest of the staff 

to do most of the work. 
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Therefore, the Board proposed that the Eagle be,chill1ged to a monthly 

to be 'published by a staff composed of Lawrence W. Bubbett, editor of The 

Flaming Sword; Hiss Hed"Tig Hichel, treasurer of the Unity; Jesse Putnam, 

printer, fu"1d Andrews. A.l1drews, who at that time vlas president of the 

uni ty, flatly refused and stormed out of the meeting and took the incident 

13 not only to court, but also to the pages of the Eagle. 

On January 11, 1948, Andrews and the Eagle were awarded the first 

annual Thomas Barbour medal for outstanding service in the field of horti-

14 
culture. - Dr. Thomas Barbour, for whom the medal vlas named by the officials 

of the Fairchild Tropical Gardens in Miami r vlas a frequent visitor to 

Soilth Florida and was identified with horticultural activities in Florida. 

For 40 years he was director of the Harvard I1useum of comparative Zoology. 

He took part in many expeditions to gather natural history in India, Burma, 

China, Japan, the East and West Indies and Central and Sout..h America. 

He was also custodian of the Harvard Botanical Gardens in Soledad, Cuba, 

15 
and officer in charge of the laboratory at Barro, Panama. 

Andrews los t no time in running the story on the editorial page of 

the Eagle. The citation accompanying the avlard read: 

In the work of preserving from destruction such living 
things as trees, vines, palms, and flowering plants, more is 
needed than tpedaily care of willing hands, particularly in 
a land like Florida ",here conditions are new and s.trange to 
so many of those who come here to live and plant gardens. 

Through the columns of The American Eagle Nr. A.H. Andrews 
has brought to its readers allover the state the large.st 

1 3r-1ichel , Intervie"" June 25, 1970. 

14Eagle, January IS, 1~48. 

l5Andrews, Yank, pp. 511-513. 
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volume of information about. \-lhat tropical plants were being 
grovm in South ,Florida that any organ of publicity here has 
c?trried. 

The spirit of his editorials and the care taken to have 
the facts correctly reported has made his weekly publication 
a source of encouragement and of horticultural news that has 
few equals anywhere in the world I believe. 

For us ",'ho have settled in this region Hr. Andrews' friend­
ship with Dr. Henry Nehrling has brought a rich re,..;ard. It 

,is a rare and happy occurance when a man of' genius attracts 
to himself a congenial spirit who will stand by him during 
his lifetime and rarnain devoted to his memory after he has 
gone. 

Dr. Nehrling was one of Florida's greatest horticultur­
ists. It WClS a lUcky circumstance for us that Mr. Andrews 
took upon himself t.l).e task of preserving the voluminous vlrit­
ings of· his friend. As Editor and Publisher of The p~erican 
Eagle at Estero, 1'1r. pndrevls printed these serially in his 
paper. This made it possible for them to be brought out later 
in two outstanding editions; the first one The Plant ~'Jorld in 
Florida abridged and edited by Alfred aDd Elizabeth Kay and 
later the complete VJork in two volumes, Hy . Garden in Florida 
put together and published by Mr. Andre,·,'s. 

For these ser~~ces to Florida horticulturists and all 
interested in preserving the wild life of this region, this 
medal is gladly presented by the Fairchild Garden, one of the 
insti tutions to ,..;hich he has alvlays given his interest. 16 

This ran on the third column of the editorial page r follO\..;ing the above 

excerpt were two paragraphs on the life of Thomas Ba:rbour r and then a 

final paragraph by Andrews: 

Presentation of the Barbour Medal ,'las Opportune, at a 
1:lme vlhen determined efforts are being made by dictator de 
facto officials of the Koreshan unity to suspend publication 
of The American Eagle. 17 

Apparently at the 1947 meeting Andrews had been voted out of the 

office of president of the Unity and replaced by Lawrence W. Bubbett, for 

l6Eagle, January 15, 1948. 
--
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in that same issue tiLe lead editorial was a vicious and energetic attack 

on the other members of th2. Board whom he now considered his bitter enemies, 
f 

and who in his eyes ,,'ere intent, as he put it, "on wrecking the Eagle." 

SURRENDER OR ST]l..RVE! 

Almost everyone recalls the widely published pictures of 
starved anQ. emaciated men, women and children who were inmates 
of the Nazi prison camps during the late World {'1ar. But here 
in th~s land of the free it does not seem possible that such 
cruel practices are being resorted to be officials of a religious 
and fraternal order right here in Estero, Florida. Hmlever, 
such is the case. 

Attention is called here1tlith to the case of Jesse E. 
Putnam an aged and emaciated mewber of the Koreshan Unity 
who has rendered over forty years of faithful service to this 
little comm~~ity to which he belongs. Mr. Putnam is being 
denied .by arrogant officials the nourishment and care which 
he urgently needs, and thereby hangs a tale. 

Nearly sixty years ago there was organized in Chi Gago , 
Ill., by Dr. Cyrus R. Teed a little community, thereafter to 
be known as the Koreshan Unity. One of the leading tenets of 
t..1,.is community was the collective o1tmership of all p;r:operty i 
as practiced by the early Christians, those joining putting 
in v{hatever they had in labor and "wrldly goods, all 1twrking 
together for the common welfare. The principle seems high and 
idyllic, and under unselfish control worked out fairly well 
for a number of years, with accessions in membership and 
property until some ti.rne follovling the death of the founder 
in 1908. 

But the finest of theories proves no better in operation 
than the people who administer it and the year 1947 found the 
community reduced to a mere handful, "lith a directorate of 
but four members, three of whom forming a bloc against the 
writer, a charter member who at that time was president. 

The bloc consisted in part of Mrs. Hed1t.rig Michel Levi, 
a Jewish refugee from Nazi Germany, and Lawrence W. Bubbett, 
an accomplice, both of ",hom were ten to twenty years younger 
than a majority of the members and were themselves alli~tted 
to membership only about six years previously. Just how these 
two got into the saddle to crack the whip over the older mem­
bers of forty or fifty years connection with the Unity is too 
long a story for narration here, however. Third member of 
t..1,.e bloc is Lou H. Staton, an old and valued merr~er who for 
some reason seems int~igued with the plan of conquest by the 
usurpers. 

--
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First hostile act '...,as an effort to suspend publication 
of The American Eagle which wa;:; just completing its 41st year 
C}f continuous publication, objection being on the claim that 
it v,'as not a moneymaker, although about breaking even finan­
cially. So far, that effort has failed, with The Eagle still 
being issued regularly. 

Final break with the conspirators came \"hen they at­
tempted to force the writer to cancel a sale of valuable 
island property which, as president, he had agreed to under 
authorization. This refused to do, as the unity had alvlays 
been honorable, in its dealing, so signed the deed and consum­
mated the sale. 

From that time on a fight has been in the court .to oust 
the usurpers vlho, from a little religious conununity of fraternity 
and co-operation have gradually transformed it into a mercen-
ary corporation w'ith t..h.emselves as dictators. Because of my 
opposition to their plans, at the annual me.etingI was succeed­
ed by Bubbett as president, Mrs. Levi being elected as secre­
tary-treasurer and staton as vice-president. 

Nevertheless a majority of the membership are opposed 
to this self-appointed oligarchy and are" demanding a legal 
election in "Thich all members are allowed to participate. 
This is the sole issue no,-' before the court whid1 these 
usuepers [sic] are trying to prolong in the hope of wearing 
out the opposition. And them, perchance, some of the older 
members might pass from the scene in the interim "lhich vlOuld 
lessen the majority against them. 

Every effort is being made to gain adherents to the ranks 
of the insurgents, from promised favors and emoluments to bull­
dozing and browbeating the obstinate ones', and this brings us 
down to the case 9f Mr. Putnam, who sides with the majority 
against them. In his late seventies, weak and emaciated, he 
has been in urgent need of professional care and nourishing 
food, but is being neglected, while the needs of the faithful 
are being attended to assiduously. 

Several \.,reeks ago, when seeing him in Estero, path, not­
ing his emaciated condition, told Hr. Putnam that if he would 
come over to Hiami for a time he would be given proper treat­
ment and nourishing diet which he so urgently needed. 

The matter was referred to President Bubbett, who refused 
Mr. Putna~ permission to go to the doctor of his choice, but 
said he \",ould get him a doctor in Fort Hyers. However, vlhat 
the man needed most was not medicine, but nourishing food 
\'lhich he was not getting at home _ The writer went to treasurer .. 
Levi an.d told her that if it got out that she and Bubbett re-
fused ftr. Putnam the right to choose his personal physician . 
it would create something of a scandal, and Mr. Putnam vias 
grudgingly allowed to go. 
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Dr. Rasmussen reported that never in Sill his experience 
ha<;1 he seen anyone more weak and emaciated than Mr. Putnam, 
a man above average height who weighed 107 pounds when he came 
to him for treatment,--a plain case of malnutrition and near 
starvation, reminding him of the victims of Nazi cruelty in 
Germany. h1hile under his care for several weeks Mr. Putnam 
gained ten pounds in weight. 

~tr. Putnfuu returned to Estero after several weeks, having 
gained ten pounds in weight. Shortly thereafter he wanted to 
go again, but was refused by President Bubbett. I told him 
to go anyviay r inasmuch as he was being helped, and he ",'ent. 
He returned a '\leek later with a dietary list prescribed by 
Dr. RasmUssen that included milk and eggs, which were refused 
him by Mrs. Levi at the Koreshan Unity (HIS) Store unless he 
paid for theIn. And the 'itlOman who refused him is custodian of 
the Unity money! 

President Bubbett later wrote Dr. Rasmussen forbidding 
him to give treatment to any member of the unity lli1less o. k. 'd 

~ by Bubbett and his associates. 1I_s he had already tvlice refused 
permission to Mr. Putnam, this ·v;as tantamount to ordering 
Dr. Rasmussen to treat no more members' of the Unity who desired 
his aid. 

"But mam, [sic] proud man, clothed with a little brief 
authority, cuts sUQ."1 capers before high heaven as make the 
very angels v,'eap!" 

The foregoing narrative of the outrageous treatment of 
an old and faithful member by ar.rogant de facto officials is 
related here in the belief that an aroused public sentiment 
will bring pressure to bear on the said officials as will cause 
them to desist. 1I.nd by the '\lay, it is passing strange that 
any reputable Fort t·lyers lawy~r could agree to defend anyone 
guilty of such inhuman conduct. Inasmuch as these de facto 
officials have recently acquired possession of some forty 
thousand dollars through a fortuitous realty sale, there can 
be no valid plea of poverty. 

With commlli1ity assests conservatively estimated at a half 
million dollars I to v.'hich I have no access, I am being forced 
to carry on under considerable difficulty, in the hope that 
I will be forced to suspend publication. Readers of The Eagle, 
this is also your fight. You can help greatly by sending in 
renewals a.l1d new subscriptions. with your financial aid and an 
aroused public sentiment which they cannot long withstand, ,\Ie 

" d d 18 are go~ng to vanqulsh these cruel usurpers an wrong oers . 

... 

18 Andrews, Eagle, January 15, 1948. 
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On tllat particular editorial page and the one follo'ding in the next 

issue / the type used was smaller than usual, apparently so that Andrews 

could get in more information about his side of the conflict. Also, on 

these t.\"O pages appeared tlle £irst typographical errors that the writer 

i' noted in the many issues of the Eagle he examined. Andrews had used a 

style of his own, \vhich included not capiitalizing many \\'ords, such as the 

names of political parties, and the word "Negro." But, in these tvlO issues 

there were more misspelled vlOrds tllan in the £orty-two previous volumes 

of the Eagle combined, and the vlrong font was used sometimes vIi thin a 

word. ,,\lhether Andre\"s in his ire vlrote rapidly without bot.'lering to 

proofread, or had to set the type himself, or someone \vanted him to look 

"sloppy" is not knawn, but it makes interesting conjecture. 

The editorial page on January 22, 1948, began with the head, "Haw 

The Eagle Was Ha·tched." Directly underneath vIas a letter to the editor: 

I v-!onder hovl the paper's name \vas chosen. I think some 
o£ the readers vmuld enjoy a brief history o£ The Ai1ierican 
Eagle. I would, arld that vlOrd "brie£" is ill chosen. 

Yours very truly, 
l-1rs. L.B.L. 

Coral Gables, Fla. 
19 

This was follow·ed by a two-column history of t.h.e Unity and the Eagle. 

All mention o£ the current conflict vlas care£ully avoided and it was a 

very complimentary revh;:w o£ the Unity, the Eagle, and P..ndrevls. It might 

have been a coincidence that a Hrs. L.N.L. did just happen to \"ri te sucil 

a request at that time, but, on the other hand P..ndrevls could have easily 

"planted" the letter in hopes of placing himself in a £avorable light. At 

... 
19Eagle, January 22, 1948. 
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. the bottom of the third cblumn of the same page the following item ',,'as set 

f t, in bold face type. 

Attention Subscribers! 

The three de fasto [sic] directors of the Koreshan Unity, 
--Bubbett, Levi and Staton,--an investigation of whose illegal 
authority is now pending in the court, have decreed that I on 
[sic] longer manager of this printing plant and editor of The 
~~£can Eagle, and are therefore confiscating all checks and 
money orders addressed to this paper. So be warned! Make all 
remittances payable to A.H. Andrews until further notice.· If 
you have sent any within the past several days, stop payment 
on them and issue to me, as they cannot interfere with my per­
sonal mail. We are right now seeking an injunction. 20 

No other mention was made of the controversy anywhere in the paper, but 

on the following week, the editorial page was once again set in eight point 

type and again there "las a bold face noti ce at the bottom of the last 

column: 

In our last week's issue mention was made of a resolution 
by my opposing directors relieving me as head of the Koreshan 
Unity Print Shop and as editor of The American Eagle. An action 
in court ,,,as then pending to enjoin them from carrying out their 
plan. 

At a hearing in Fort .Hyers on Saturday, the 24th, the 
judge ruled that all affairs should be held in status quo, 
as of last November pending a final hearing in -the case 
wherein our differences would be adjudicated. This means 
that A.H. Andrews is still .the editor of this paper "'Thich he 
hqs op~rated for 42 years. This statement is made in justice 
to our subscribers, who are entitled to know [the] present 
status of the case. 21 

No further mention was made of the dispute and the issues of February 5th 

~d February 12th appeared as usual. But the issue of February 19, 1948, 

ed Lawrence W. Bubbett' s name at the masthead. Allen Harmon Andre,vS 

20Eagle, January 22, 1948.· 

21 Eagle, January 29, 1948. 
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\'las no longer editor of the Eagle. 

Af~er his removal as editor, Andrews continued to live at the Unity 

until his death in 1951.
22 

Before he died however, he did write his 

aut.obiography, much of it taken from the old files of the Eagle, and 

. which was published in 1950 as A Yank Pioneer in Florida. 

22Michel, Letter, June 30, 1970. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

THE EAGLE rn~ER BUBBETT 

Of course, there are two sides to every story. Lavlrence H. Bubbett 

was no newcomer to the unity as Andrews had indicated in his fiery editor-

~ ial. He was the son of James H. Bubbett, the original printer of the 
;~. 

I 
I 

1 
1 

Guiding Star Publishing House, and his wife, Evelyn Bubbett, manager of 

the Guiding star Publishing House from 1888 to 1935. 1 He succeeded Teed 

'. 
as editor of The Flaming Sword in 1908, and remained in that post until 

publication ceased in 1949. 2 A later editor of the Eagle had these com-

ments about Bubbett and A..l1d.rews: 

Bubbett (was] a type close to nature, almost the exact 
opposite to Allen H. Andrews who never had a garden tool in 
his hands. 

Bubbett for years grew the produce for the members--he 
knew a lot about the soil, also a lot about the quality of 
hu.'Uans. 

In the Koresl).an family Andrews 
traveling salesman for our nursery. 
our garden. 3 

was qualified as the 
He brought plants to 

Privately, it was hinted that Andrev's had. embezzled the funds col-

lected from the revenue of the Eagle and that he had "four helpers who 

were notorious jailbirds who tried to take over t.h.e place, 1\ and that 

~edwig Michel, Letter, July I, 1970. 

2 Ibid . 

3Michel, Letter, July IS, 1970. 
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there was never an accounting of revenue and that circulation figures 

were n~ver kept. The sale of the land that lI.ndre'·JS mentioned in his edi tor-

ial was intimated to be part of a scheme by outsiders who had promised 

lI.ndrews security if he let them have the Koreshan land. 4 

Also, it was claimed, "Nehrling's wife repeatedly wrote of Andrews' :;i 

absolute egotism, while [at the same time] she upheld the membership. ,,5 

In his first e~tion as editor of the Eagl~ on February 19, 1948, 

Bubbett presented the Unity's side of the affair in an editorial that 

began on th e front page and was jumped to the editorial page 'VJhi ch it 

occupied in full since it included at the end a reprint of ti1e official 

count order in 'V,Thich the judge upheld the Unity and castigated lI.ndrews 

for his acts. The editorial and court order read as follows: 

Rule or Ruin 

Editorial 

The power of the press is a potent force either for good 
or evil. When used for good, it is highly beneficial to a 
community, to a state, to a nation at large, for the cultural 
inf.luence of the printed word is of inestimable value in the 
progress of a people toward a higher standard of morals, of 
education, of government when it emanates from a high standard 
of thought. On the other hand, the power of the press when 
perverted and employed to mold public opinion through spite 
and revenge, or for selfish purposes, is a dangerous weapon. 

In the Janu~ry 15th number of The American Eagle there 
appeared a wholly unwarranted attack on the members of the 
Board of Directors of The Koreshan Unity by its editor, Allen 
Andrews, entitled "Surrende~ or starve ~" Had such a false 
and scurrilous attack appeared in a medium other than that 
owned and published by The Koreshan Unity, it would have been 

4Hichel, Intervie'VJ, June --25, 1970. 

5Michel, Letter, July 1, 1970. 
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ignored as Q~worthy of reply. But for tiLe editor of a paper, 
published by the organization of which the individuals assailed 
are its officials, to attack those 'officials requires explana­
tion. 

The American Eagle is owned and published by The Koreshan 
Unity, and not by Mr. Andrews. It is one of several depart­
ments which include a general store, filling station, trailer 
park, apiary, horticultural nursery, printing and publishing 
department,. and the group of members consisting of about a 
dozen persons, mostly of advanced age. The Koreshan unity 
is a corporate body, governed by a Board of Directors composed 
of five members, namely, L.W. Bubbett, president; Lou H. staton, 
vice president; Hedwig Michel, secretary-treasurer; C.J. Rahn 
and A.H. 1"ndre,'ls. This Board manages the various activities 
of tlle -corporation;· it· owes a' duty not only to the. members' of 
The Koreshan Unity but to its p:referred stockholders, a duty 
~nich has been neglected in the past. The Board is responsible 
for the preservation of the assets of the corporation and to 
see they are not dissipated. 

In consonance with ti1.is obligation, some time ago the mat­
ter of the operation of the Printing Department, which includes 
the printing of The America11. Eagle, vlas discussed. The labor 
required to publish the paper had heretofore been performed 
by members of the Unity, but some of those members had grown 
too old to do the vlork. In addition, the cost of operation 
was a consta11.t drain on the Unity treasury. This cost and 
the labor required in its production were out of all propor­
tion to ti1.e benefit to The Koreshan unity derived from keep­
ing the paper in circulation. Under the circumstances ,it 
was proposed to change tl1.e Eagle to a monthly horticultural 
bulletin, thus lessening both labor and expense involved. 
Mr. Andrews finally agreed to this, but later changed his 
mind and decided to fight for the continuation of the weekly 
editions. 

Contrary to JI.'.tr. 1"ndre,vs I assertion, at no time was the 
. proposition entertained by the Board to discontinue the pub­
lication of the paper; but action had tp be taken when Mr. 
~drews refused to he governed by the decision to change the 
weekly to a monthly issue, to which he himself had agreed. 
As conditions existed, in effect Mr. Andrews was practically 
conducting a private enterprise within "an Industrial and 
Fraternal Commonwealth" of The Koreshan Unity, drawing both 
upon the sadly diminished man-pawer of the unity and the re­
sources of the treasury in the publication of the Eagle r arid 
appropriating the funds derived from subscriptions and adver­
tising space large 1);1 for his ovm benefit in keeping the paper 
going. 

... 
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Such a condition of affairs could not be permitted to 
continue, in all fairness to the entire membership of the 
body, therefore at its october 1947 meeting the Board passed 
~ resolution giving ~rr. Andrews, as head of the Printing 
Department, until Januaxy 1948 to activate that department 
in whatsoever manner he might choose / to try to put it ·on a 
paying basis i otherwise the Board would take such action as 
vJas deemed necessary to remedy the situation. l1r. Andrews 
"ras still president of the Board at that time and voted for 
the resolution! 

But instead of sincer~ly trying to activate the Printing 
Department, of \.;rhich he vIas head, .!Irr. Andrews activated him­
self in attempting to oust the Board of Directors! By repre­
senting to the members of the unity that it vmuld be to their 
best interests, l'rr.· Andrews "high-pressured" them into sign­
ing over to hL~ their individual ~owers of attorney. As most 
members of the Unity are elderly persons, unacquainted with 
the "JarS of the world, they acquiesced, little realizing ".hat 
they- were doing in delegating suCh power to another. 

l'i1i th these powers of attorney, ~ir. Andrews forthwi th 
instituted suit against his fello"l Board members, using t..l}e 
names of the members of the Unity, without their knmvledge, 
he had thus procured as co-plaintiffs. In the Bill of 
Complaint filed against the Board, Mr. Andre\"s asked for an 
injunction and receivership without a hearing. This. the 
Court denied and summoned both sides for a hearing. 

(Hhat line of thought impelled ~ir. Andre\'lS to ask for 
a recei ve.r for a co.r:p orat. ion of· which ·he \.;ras a dire·ctor, and 
\vhich \Vas solvent in its entirety--although his own depart­
ment was operating at a considerable loss--is a mystery. 
Had G~e Court deemed such action necessary, and had appointed 
a receiver, such aT1 officer hardly would have permitted the 
continuance of the paper at such a loss.) 

At the court hearing held Nova~er 29, wherein charges 
of embezzlement, mismanagement and "plotting to get control 
of the prop~rtyt1 were brought against the majority members 
of the Board, not one shred of evidence \olas produced to 
substantiate those charges, and this action the Court also 
denied. 

The last straw upon the camel's back of pa1:l.ence was 
laid by Mr. A.lJdrews when he wrote and published the above­
mentioned attack in t..he Eagle against the members of the 
Board. To protect itself against further attack in the 
columns of its o"m paper, the Board passed a resolution re­
moving Hr. Andrews from management of both the Printing 
Department and The JllU~:dcan Eagle and as editor of the 
Eagle. 
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Again Hr. Andrews applied to the Court, this time for 
an injunction to restrain the Board from carrying out its 
resolution removing him from office. Not only this, but he 
attempted to bolster his position by adding a malicious dlarge 
that. the Board was starving one of his supporters. This 
ch.arge was absolutely false and preposterous, and it was a 
grievous tactical error on the part of Hr. Andrews, for he 
was sti.ll president of the Board ""hen this man \-Jas allegedly 
starving! WIlY did not Mr. Andrews do something then to allevi­
ate this man's alleged condition? 

The simple fact was that l"IT. Al1.drews merely used J'.1r. 
Putnam as a means of attempting to strengthen his case 
against the Board. But this fell of its ovm weight, and 
the following order was issued by the Court. 

In t...h.e Circuit Court of the T,,,elfth Judicial 
Circuit in and for Lee County, Florida. 

In Chancery--Case No. 8907 

R. PERCY Jones, et also 
vs. 

THE KORESHlI.N UNITY, etc. r et als. 

Plaintiffs 

Defendants 

ORDER 

This cause came on for hearing before me on the 24th 
day of January, 1948 upon the PETITION of Allen H. Andrews 
and Jesse E. Putnam and upon the NarION of the Defendants i 
and testimony and evidence being heard and co~siaered; the 
Court finds as foll~Ts: 

L That the allegations of said PETITION have not 
been sustained as to the charges that the Defendal1.ts have 
stCl.-rved or otherwise mistreated Petitioner Putnam or that 
he has been denied medical attention; that, on the contrary, 
it appears from the evidence presented that Petitioner has 
been furnished competent doctors and offered medical service 
vlhich sa:id Petitioner Putna..'U has refused and. that he has 
been supplied with medicines vlhich he has declined to take 
as prescribed; that said Petitioner Putnam has been given 
all food requested by him and that the preparation and cook­
ing of meals and food for Petitioner and other members of 
the Koreshan Unity is under the full authority of one of 
Petitioner's CO-Plaintiffs, who has authority without limit 
'or amoUnt: to procure and" prepare food for" the 'members of 
the Koreshan Unity. 

2. That the said l'ETITION as to the treatment allegedly 
accorded Petitioner Putnam and the editorial entitled "Sur­
render or Starve," v;rritten and published in the columns of 
THE AMERICAN EAGLE on January 15, 1948 by Petitioner Andrews, 
are in bad faith and without reasonable grounds for their 
support. 
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3. The Court further finds, that as to the allegations 
in said PETITION on behalf of Petitioner Allen H. Andrews, that 
THE 'AMERICAN EAGLE is ovmed by the Koreshan unity a.'1d is not 
the private property of said Petitioner Andrews or of any of 
the members of the Unity; that the operation and the manage­
ment of said publication is in the hands and under the control 
of the Board of Directors of the Koreshan Unity, consisting 
of Allen H. Andrews, Laurence [sicl W. Bubbett, Hedvlig Michel 
and Lou H. staton; that these said persons are the duly con­
stituted governing body of said Koreshan Unity, vlhether de 
jure or de facto, and their actions and the actions of said 
Board or a majority thereof regarding the management and 
operation of said publication, or regarding other Koreshan 
Unity property ru~d activities, are valid and binding until 
this Court, or some other Court of competent jurisdiction, 
decrees that said Board of Directors are not tl~e properly 
const5:.:.uted governing body of said corporation. 

4. That the action of Petitioner· Andrews in using the 
columns of said publication for his own benefit, in failing 
to make monthly reports of finances and operations covering 
his acti vi t,ies and in locking the doors of the building 
housing the said publication and the Printing Department of 
the Unity are improper and should not be continued. 

5. That the operation and management of said publica­
tion and the other activities of said corporation should be 
under the direction, supervision and control of the 'Board of 
Directors of said coxporation as hereinabove set out and 
this Court has no p0\\7er to interpose its authority for the 
purpose of adjusting controversies between Directors of a . 
co:rpora,tion relative to the propermethbd '0£ condiict.:l.ng 'the 
corporate business and the actions ofa majority of such a 
Board of Directors are controlling and a Court of equity will 
not interfere at the suit or upon the request of a minority 
of a Board of Directors to prevent the majority of a Board 
of Directors from pursuing any particular course of action 
when it does not appear that such action is fraudulent or 
otherwise illegal or improper. 

The Court being fully advised in the premises, it is 
hereupon 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED k'\fD DECPEED as follo';ols: 

1. That the PETITION of said Allen H. Andre\'ls and 
Jesse E. Putnam was not brought in good faith and it is here­
by .. de:p,ied and dismissed. 

2. That the resolution adopted by a majority of the 
Board of Directors on January 19, 1948, removing the said 
Allen H. Andrews as He-ad of the Printing Department of the 
Koreshan Unity and as Editor and Business Hanager of THE 
AMERICAN EAGLE, .appears to be proper and the terms thereof 

• ~ f 
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should be complied ''lith and said Printing Department and pub­
lication continued Under the supe;r-vision a,nd control of the 
B9ard of Direct.~rs o! said Unity. 

3 • That any remarks of the Court or oral observations 
heretofore made in this cause, inconsistent with the findings, 
opinion and orders herein .set fort,h, are to be disregarded 
and are hereby set .aside and overruled . 

. DONE AND ORDERED. at Foit Myers, Lee County, Florida this 
14th day of Februa:ry, 1948. 

/ s / LYNN·GERALD 
C!RctrIT.JUDGE. 

Tllro'!lgh a ilisposition to as'sume the role of dictator 
and for flagrant, Violations of the Byla,,7s of the corporation, 
which brought him 'into opposition with all other members of 
the Board, Mr. Arl<3re,'>'s' forfeited the confidence of his fellow 
Board members, and was' not re-elected to the office of presi-

lit dent. In a desperat~ effort to ,regain this lost power, he 
has stooped to a campaign of slander and abuse against those 
v1ho have labored strenuously ,to better the condition of the 
Unity. In his efforts to oust the Board, he has filed an 
almost identical suit which was' brought against the Unity 
in 1935, when Mr. Andrews himself was president of the Board. 
Why at that time did he not admit that he was a "usurper"? 
Why should he have done so, he 't'las president then! This 
suit was dismissed by Judge Whitehurst of the circuit court. 

There has been~o change in, the procedure of appointing 
members to the Board, or of electing its. officers, since the 
inception of the corporation in 1903. 'Why the attempt to 
declare the Board illegal at this late date? Simply because 
Mr. Andrevls is fighting to regain a power-.,-forfeited through 
his own wilful perversl ty . 'Through his ill-advised efforts 
to oust the Board, l'1r. Andrews apparently has cast a boom­
erang wi'th disastrous results to h:i.:mself. Rule or ruin! 

It is most regrettable that the internal dissensions 
of the Unity should be forced into court and the public print. 
The majority members of the Board of Directors have sincerely 
attempted ,to resolve such difficulties in a peaceful solution 
'''ithin itS own body, and compromise overtures v1ere made' to 
that end, but without avail. This left no alternative but to 
"fight '':Eire with' 'fire" and' to' place be;Eo~e" the pUbl'ic pertin"': 
ent facts relative to the questions at issue . 

.. 
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In closing, w,e vlish to assure the readers of the Eagle 
that \tIe shall endeavor to continue the paPEr in its present 
form indefinitely.6 

In addition to tiLe editorial and court order, Bubbett also ran a 

front page ne,1S story of the affair, including the information, not before 

disclosed, that Andrews had attacked him physically. 

lines of bold £aqe type it read: 

unity Backed In 
'Removing· 

Eagle Editor 

Headed in three 

Allen H.Andrevls t £ightto regain control of the Koreshan 
Unity at· Estero and continue publication of the group t s vleekly 
paper r The A~erican Eagle, ~eceived a setback yesterday when 
Circuit Judge Lynn Gerald dismissed Andrews'petition charging 
starvatio~ of his supporters and backed the unity board of 
directors in the removal of Andrews as editor. 

Neanwhile ]I...ndrews himself was out on $100 bond on a charge 
of assault and battery on Lawrence W. Bubbett, president of 
the group that believes the world is hollovl. Both men are 
over 60. Bubbett on Friday filed an information resulting in 
the charge as the outcome of an alleged altercation the day 
before during which he claimed Andrews struck aDd punished 
him. The argument came about over ·removal of some of the 
older members of the community from a frame building to one 
which had been renovated to their use. County Attorney John 
K. \'Jools1air said the case has been set for the !11ay term of 
county court. 

Main Issue Pending 

The main question, vlhether ·thepresent board of directors 
is illegally elected and wi thout .. au.tbori ty as Andrews claims, 
still remains to be ru~edonby the· judge and a final hearing 
has not yet been held. A motion has been entered by the de­
fense to dismiss the suit on gro1mds that the issue was settled 
in a previous suit in 1935 in which Andrews was the defendant 
against charges similar to those he now makes against the 
present board, 

. 6Eag Ie , February 19, 1948 . 
... 
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In his order yesterday Judge Gerald held that the petition 
of Andrews and his pressman, Jesse Putnam r charging dtarvation 

rm1d medical neglect of a minority faction in the Unity was not 
made in good faith and should be dismissed because competent 
doctors were available and Putnam actually had received the 
necessary food. The judge added that Andrews, the co-plaintiff r 

had authority ""rithout limit or amount to procure and prepare 
food for the members." 

He added that ~1e board of directors' resolution removing 
Andrews as head of the printing department and editor and busi­
ness maT1ager of the Ame~ican Eagle "appears to be proper and 
should be complied with. If 

Judge Gerald took exception both to Andrews' petition it­
self and to a controversial editorial in The Eagle headed 
"Surrender or Starve'~ which claimed opponents of the present 
board were being starved into submission and denied medical 
care. He hel,d both petition and editorial vle,re "in bad faith 
and vlithout reasonable grounds for their support." 

"The action of p...ndrews in using the columns of said pub­
lication for his own benefit in failing to make monthly reports 
of finances and operations and in locking the doors of the 
building housing the publication are improper and should not 
be continued I" the judge declared. He added that the court 
has no povler to interpose its authority for the purp'ose of 
adjusting controversies betvleen directors of a corporation 
and the court will not interfere vJhen it does not appear 7 
their actions are fraudulent or othel.-wise illegal or improper. 

At the end of the story Bubbett added a line attributing the story 

to the Fort Myers NevIs-Press, apparently feeling the readers vlould feel 

it vlas more object'ive coming from another source than if it had been 

vlri tten by a member of the Eagle staff. 

With this first issue under a new editor l the first of several typo-

graphical changes took place. The heads on' the front page editorial 

and the Andrevls story were set in twenty-four point bold face Modern 

Roman r a type not seen in the Eagle before. The condensed Franklin 

7Eagle, February 19, .;1.948. 
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Gothic was not iliscontinued immediately, in fact it vias used on the same 

page, ,but by-lines were added to the stories I heads began to be set multi-

line and multi-decK ill1d the by-lines and inilividual story heads are now 

in Cheltenham, and by the end of the year the main front page heads were 

8 set in a turn of the century novelty-style Roman. 

At first glance, this change in typography gave ~e impression of 

an "old-fashioned" newspaper, but Bubbett' s USe of heads for each story 

and his make-up style of placing several short stories on a page instead 

of one or tvm long ones, had the effect of opening up the page and keeping 

it from becoming too grey. He gradually began to run more items of gen-

eral interest, still in a horticultural vein, but presented in a more 

pleasing ma.rmer l both in writing style and typographically. 

In this issue also/ under the Estero neviS wrap-up column, '\'las a 

very detailed account of Jesse Putnam visiting Fort Hyers' for the purpose 

of seeing his doc.tor. 

Bubbett continued to run the De Soto expedition series until the 

story vlas finished. He ilid move it to the top of the front page and 

move the centerfold map which had been accompanying it to page three. 

The type size on t.h.e editorial page went back up to a more readable tvlelve 

points ~ During the year that he \vas editor he did change to a lighter 

weight uncoated paper, but it was still of book quality and not newsprint. 

The only observable incon'sistency with the aims stated by the Board dur-

ing the ilispute with Andrews was that the Eagle ilid remain a weekly and 

ilid not change to monthly publication . 

.. 
8These type styles and faces verified by Prof. vJellborn, July 25, 1970. 
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The Lee County Directo~-y I which had been a page seven feature for 

so many years ran for "!=he last time in the issue of March 18, 1948, and 

the De Soto maps disappeared \:Jith this issue also. The issue of May 6, 

1948, appeared with the nameplate printed in black and Bubbett explained 

editorially that this was an economy move to save money and the labor 

of the elderly work force by eliminating the extra press run necessary 

for the use of color. In this same issue however, was a national ad 

that covered three-fourths of a page, the largest size to ever run in 

. the .Eagle. It was placed by. the Association of American Railroads who 

\:lere faced with a strike during this period, aD.d was very anti-union 

in co,ptent. This did seem a little out of tune v,ith the early objectives 

of Koreshanity, but it was a legitimate advertisement that VJas to appear 

several more times in 1948. 

One of Bubbett's innovations was the introduction of a comic strip 

during the summer of 1948. Titled "v-fuite Collar Fa.rT.1er, " it ran near the 

bottom of page four and seemed to be educational in intent for it showed 

a bumbling fal-mer advising others of the correct way of doing things and 

then getting into trouble by not following his ovm advice. 

In the issue of October 21, 1948, the Estero news vlrap-up was moved 

onto the editorial page for that issue. There were several of the usual 

. gossipy paragraphs about recent visitors and goings-on at Estero, and 

then one long one that began by saying that Dr. Baker I'Tnisnant of Fort 

Myers had visited the Unity and v,hile there gave Jesse Putnam a check-up. 

It continued to say that Putnam, now enfeebled by age had been moved to 

"comfortable, renovated and remodeled quarters," vlith "running vlater, a 

.. 
sanitary Chemical commode, electricity and a radio." It went on to !3ay 

that he ~vas afforded help and attention by his neighbor in the house I and, 
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... v,as moved by the management to lessen the danger of 
a possible fall which might prove fatal to the old maD in his 

rfeeble efforts to climb an extraordinary steep stairs to his 
rOOJl1S on the second floor of another house. 

In this same issue, the Eagle "shrank" to six pages. The following 

\'leek, November 4, 1948, the page size was also decreased, to ten and three 

quarter inches by fifteen and three quarter inches. Advertising was 

shrinking also. During the 'last calendar quarter of Andrews' editorship 

~here was an average of 29.5 ads per issue. During Bubbett's final 

quarter there was an average of 18.5 ads per issue. Bubbett did run a 

public service advertisement--Smokey the Bear--vlhich was something Andrews 

did not. 

On December 30, 1948, Bubbett began running the follo',ing streamer 

above L~e nameplate in bvelve-point Chelten.h.am Bold. 

FLORIDA CITRUS, THE I'JORLD' S FINEST! BUY! --EAT! --SHIP TO YOUR FRIENDS! 

IT'S GOOD! IT'S HEALTHY! IT'S PAR EXCELLENCE! 

This was a short-lived innovation hov.'ever, for the follovling week the 

Eagle \vent down to four pages t and, in the issue of January 13, 1949 I the 

follO'iVing editorial appeared: 

THE EAGLE FOLDS I TS lUNGS 

OWing to a combination o£ circurnstancesover which it has 
no control, The American E"agle ,viII be discontinued vli th this 
issue. Constant deficit and a drain, both in financial and 
man-pO'iVer considerations (a condition which has existed through­
out the years}, dictate the necessity of this action. 

The publication of The Eagle was merely one department 
of the Koreshan Unity, vJhich has borne the burden of its pro­
duction accomplished, for the most partl by members of the 
Unity who derived practically no benefit from their work. 
Some o£ these members have grown old and have had to be re­
lieved. This necessitated ~e employment of hired assistance, 
with added expense .... The labor o£ the various members was 
never charged to cost of production--which constituted a gr~ater 
drain on man-povler t..h.an publication of the paper warranted. 
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Had it nat been far the suppart of The Kareshan unity through­
out. the years I The Eagle \-Jould have ceased lang' ago. 

Because of diminishing membership and the advance age 
of thase remaining ("whase average age is 77 years according 
to. a Miami Herald repart), the Unity has been compelled to 
dis cantinue r one after anather, many af its variaus lines of 
acti vity. It was inevitable that the publication af a secular 
paper that not anly did nat cantribute to. the advance of the 
interests' or suppart af The Kareshan unity but was a canstant 
drain on its finances and labar could be no exception to the 
necessity of diminished activity. 

TILe Baard of Directors af The Kareshan Unity considers 
its paramount duty is the conservation o.f the remaining re­
saurces.af the Institutian to. the end of maintaining its 
existence andpraviding far the necessities af·its members. 

In the matter of unexpired subscriptians, in considera­
tion af the paper's publicatian at a constant loss, vIe affer 
back numbers, accarding to. stack on hand, in the amount of 
your ll.11.expired partion i or, if requested, we i~7ill promptly 
refund the amOll.11.t af the unexpired subscription. However, 
if aur readers whic..h to. danate this amount, it will be 
greatly appreciated. 

The editor takes this last opportunity af than.king each 
and every subscriber and advertiser for his or her support 
of The Eagle to its final flight. 9 

Thus, after almast farty-three years of publicatian and public ser-

vice the Eagle had apparently passed away. Its death vIas made to appear 

even more final when later in 1949 the print shop cantaining the equip-

ment, recards, and many of the early editions, burned to. the ground. It 

was thought at the time the f~re was a result of arsan, or caused by 

children living in the trailer park owned by the Koreshans, but. since 

10 
the Koreshans, did nat ",ish to prase cute no farmal investigation was made. 

9Eagle, January 13, 1949 . 

10Michel, Interviei'l, June 25, 1970 . 
... 
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tht' t'C"OlKlmr or aub--tN.'Fl_cad Fiorid.L w,'tITk, br funu'., which kill inl'«lf llirkmlln u.id 1ht" "'Hl~ .. la\/,.' .'iIl 

Dr. Arthur L St.&hl. heMd f.r t.h.- but ",·hid. an' unwltiN".r.hl(" t •• hu. f"unljr;f. ('\( _hf'f"ddt-d ~~:l end ~ 
(o-od ~t'Ch project, ~p1a..ined tv m .• n~. It if. copented b~ n'fII""iltJ! the c.hhM.gC'. TIlt"~ ... dad "ill in· 
the nudentJ. th.s;.t lM::c.au-.e ttuJliul ·Irt.op~r frum the tin ... nnu~incr .. nd dudc IIhn'(hi~ ..... I.o..I:t' "r th\' ,,,,',1 
truiu &rt' &I",'a),10 in prudU1:tiun in nt~ p4Cut.:,e if: ..... id tu ~ r(fffth't' hud., Il!ttuN:', Ikm&ti lomatOM>,. -Chi· 
boeDC'\'"lent clinlAl.ef: .. ·Ith y-.r~,u,.utl<S f<lr 80 to !IO d,.rfl dqJot'ndin~ urw,n l.ht' nt'tl(" «bh.l!'e," rtl'T't'n, prPIN"r and 
!;'TOqn~ ~IH •• 'liul" .I"tentiun h.d locaunn.-Fort MrC'l1I ~t"""11 Pre_rl... ;;o. .. lhlr .,fher 'r-s:~1.bin:. Tnt' 1"'I1hl-

"-:tt p.Jd to their rruce"ir.J;. ,!I.;... p&n)' i. a..:aJtinJ: the alTh· .. 1 of a 
tivCl ",,'en:- &Ct'Ucwtm:od t/, talr:.inl.: ~eL&ble Mn:dckr u tM tan unh 
wn.a.t nature pro{(e~, Requect For Florid; nf -equipment ... ....-dC'd fnr thco '>f'''' 

An<rlhn Ihin~ ",hid. "'" p .... ·.nl«l Ext.enaioU BulletinJ pMurt. 
P'UU1),'frvm ava.iliQK them~lvelo cf the Comec From Japc.neae _______ _ 
h.it;b nutritive niue' of t.rol,ical fru.iu 
in ma.n)' ClIUIrd hac ~n th~lr exoLk C«lnrtn·U1e.. F .... -Jn dfon, hi 
t.ut.e.. !-:&1Ure Itr ntol"'C hni.h ... 11.h ect.abli~ an .d\·i~t')· f!oer'\'iN' r.,T 
n....OT in the' tropic&.. Jt.lat.esl w.t::.d . runJ ptoople In Jap.a.n. thC' f::u~n­
Lo bla.ndet- food. rr:\,: .... ' at ,"uquanc)' ~on ~'tIN(1n or the Jap.t.fltol'(- Min. 
&n<l tlH:o perfumed n."'lUr which nUU1)' inT)o ".! A;;rit'uhun' .ud f·f1""fltr~ ... 
u{ ~ fruilA ~ with ht.dqu..ru.ol"'l tn 1'"kro. haF 

~"heo )diu lh ..... &rel Mtu1..ard J"'tq~\'C'd ~ and ruhlkfttillflfl 
.pr-.d • t&ble of ~ 'lropk:&1 ff'f.m the: f1o~ A£:'riMlhural f:i;' 
fntiu.. ~T. the odrntilk u~ ~n Sfonic:-e. 
af tJ.e t.oar 'W't'n! & total '&0... unUI Dlft'C'tnr H. G. Cl.,"ur. t'l"N"I111r 

~ had bt,en ~·auR'd. ~"fId a Ifltt-r trnm S. ~ti)'.L:e. 
)(_ Maat&rd pkk«f up • met&.1 ('hiP( oC the J&P&h"P< E""'I",iun 

tuLe. It ... u· un~lod and mise-t:o lij".~n .... hich ~ tn ",,'" 
l:urn! cont.drwd a.n,-thinc: (rvrn tum.h- "·1r. thf' ."'C'nn·illi.I.11 If J.p' 
~ to miJ.d.la.ce. s:rw- lw-td .. ....~ drn·"C'nv~·. i1 j.. !l1I'~. 
c:nw:k.c:r clalntUy and ... "'< the- t..thr ~""l.\.\" t .. de"'nr",'~:~' It.to JtlJ.»'I"'_ 
.. ~ A ~ifl.h J:flh .pre..cf 
"-It.~ the ('f"Ir,CktlT: f:h ...... nrl~ 
h Lo .. ~t who h_It.a1o:-d • nil' 

-~' ..... , .... 
:1.(' r .. t'"Io~"~' ' •. ," , .. , .. ,-~ 
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Pirate FIa.g.hip 
SU&taina Accident 
In Tampcl s.y Han-

Tampa. F1 .. ,-TIlt' r."od flhip J.Wo(' 
Cup.a.r. n.~lLfup .. r Galll __ tilia .. hd 
hi. ","lito)" C"M! ...... f pi""tt'P wh .. in· 
\'.d,. Tampa e..,.h ~"I' .. r dunu:: thC' 
florid.. Rlat.. Fair. "'·all nr.f1In>t'<i 
.C"t"idC"nL&II~· br athlth("r t:hill ir. 
Tarn.,.. h.a.rhor no('f"nll~·. 

Orrkiah ...Jd .h\, ",'.ould h.,·t' t .. t'il 

intu drrdu"k Cllr tTJloCI~ but My .. he­
.. :III bf" rKdy for Itrr annual tnp 
up O,t' bar on C •• JlIlnlla na~. 
FC'brua~' '7. 

Tl.h·. 1',lr the- t1nnda Stale- Fair 
and C;a-pAnlia ('ar,"li'al afY Fr*,. 
nlRr' , ~., I:.!, I"J~. 

Mit ('to,..1 n<t'L: ILjI: m.n~· 1~'(lI'It' 1'1.1;" 

r .. to'oo;'. Conal n«k jF- • It"rm ,".n~!r 
.t.pf1li...d to tk fuum:L!ti.tn t'\0<'L: .,f 
thl': FI.lricb ~f'rF.. 

Tht' "".Ft .. b\·i .. t,e: tt"t"t' ItreK-nt i~ 
the Carib~ ... n pine'. the 'I.·(''rY "...tIl~ 
pint' fnund in Cub.a .. nd ather i!=la:"If' 
1(1 tM I'OUth II( Ult. It i" the \rCT 

--hid, ~''e ble a( Pille-6. t'Outh .,f 
CuL.a.. iu nan .. ':. ~ ull. "tt'1ldll'1" 
tt"!:"t'" -.hc'- the w:-a~ of nta.ny (itT ... 

Oldtinlt" f'C'I'idents __ ill ("ClnCirm th., 
orif:'itu..ltr l.hill ..... n\e land f;UIIJMor1~ 
.. fin-C' stand af mf"1Thant.able timb:tr. 
but &i1"tM:' the 'I.-il"(:in fnt'1"1>t '-a~ I'1.It. 

firM> and C"nnlinut"d t"UtlinJ: ha'l.·~ pre­
~tt'<l a t'l'tum hI it, tantlt'r 

flv1endt1f. 
\'c-ry linle- life ip "udn-d in tht" 

of"C'n piM llLnd.... l( 1M da~· 1>(' 
quiet 'll-e mey hHr tM thin ~IIJ: 
uf .. pill'e ~ fllJ&rma' ('\r tht" t:l"ntlc 
tAppin,; of .. r-t-d-llIfo.Uic-d "'(MtodJW"('kC'T, 
~ndinJ: a fiocII "r f'o(l "'t' C'rvI"-« 

an apt"n alow:h "r'lN"t'l"<i ,.,.ith • thkk 
t:T'C"'«"th o( ~f!". U\:r a ficold .. f 
,:nin. th",,).· ...... \~ .. ith M"I'~' b""",,, 
~pn:NJon. llUC'h .,. (hiF ..... C'f'\" f"ntll'r· 

h' tidal ch.anMI .. whl:"h' W.'l:"r h .. d ,·ut 
;ht'(luc:h .. tint~4.'n< rids:,. \h"T\'~~ 
pntdurim: th .. ~I .... ,..tt' E'·rn,:; ... tI .. 
... It("~·." Sa..... ..nth I"'f"O, 1f'\'rl tl'lI. h 
hto4o ..... the land.. lh,.,... _I,.u::h .. 11t ... ·\ lit. 
..aturd draina.l!t" (tOr the" fr.::r;h '" 1Il".·t 

u( 1hco t;'\"t'1l!l.c.h-t.. H('f"I" ra"" 

trallinul~. and Iin1ploin... "'I"r~ ." .• ~ 
(,lll.-d "'\'r)inJ: hiroi"." moll .. l .... 
l~tolr (I,....,...n('1' h~' a "11 rird .III,,'" r." .. 
fOr. ('n,.,. .. nd rail,. l'ut''II:,· 
", ... Lh,.r ", .. ·h in"" .1"': hart .. • .. • 

IC\·tlt'T'~ .'11 I-..a;r;"· 
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CHAPTER SIX 

THE EAGLE FLIES AGAIN 

On Mayi, 1965, just five weeks short of the fifty-ninth anniversaxy 

of the first issue of The lilltericanEagle, Volum~ ·44, Number 1 appeared 
. . . . . 

in print. It was re"Vived by· the current editor,Miss Hedwig Michel, who. 

had succeeded Lawrence· Bubbett· as· ·pres;iderit of th~ Koreshan· Unity fQ1..,. 

lowing his death in 1960~.l 

'\Miss Michel was born in Frankfurt am Nainl Germany, vlhere her family 

had lived since 1200. She was the owner and hea&ni.stress of a private 

schoo12 and was also active in the theater, writing on the theater and 

dra..'TIa for the Fran.l<furter Zeitung.3 Prior to the outbreak of World War II 

she found life under Hitler becoming unbearable and she began to think 

of moving her schaal to another c01:!p.txy, One of her teachers had gotten 

a copy of Teed IS Cellular Cosmogony .from the library at Worms and after 

reading i.t, lv'riss Michel decided to Inoveher .school to Estero. In 1938 

she had all her eqUipment loaded onto twentyyans bound for Antwerp to 
. .. 

be shipped to America; however, the van.s· UMsappeared" before they reached 

1 . 4 Be gJ..um. 

IHedwig Vriche1, Letter, June 30, 1970. 

2Elizabeth ·whi triey, '~Koreshail.," Floridian Sunday Magazine section, 
The St. Petersburg Times , October 20, 1968. 

3 - .. - . -
}tichel, Interview, June 25, 1970. 

4Whitney, st. Petersburg Times, October 20, 1968. 
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FIGURE IX 

HISS HEDWIG l>IIaIEL 
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Her avocation had been tropical flora. She had maintained a tropical 

garden 1,n a hothouse in her home in Germany and had visited many famous 

botanical gardens, so when she arrived in Estero in 1940, many of the 

plants and flowers there were already familiar to her. Too, from her 

journalistic experience in Germany, she wanted to work on the Eagle, but 

Andrews refused to let her. Currently, Miss Hiehel "i~" the Eagle today, 

with the assistance of her secretary, Mrs. Evelyn Horne and her librarian, 

.l:>1rs. Jo Daughtry, .l:>ti.ss 1:1ichel writes or edits all the copy, plans the 

layout and prepares the copy camera-ready, osince the Eagle is now printed 

offset by an outside printer. 

o~he American Eagle once again has its familiar red nameplate, but it 

is now issued monthly instead of weekly (but the masthead plainly states 

that it is a newspaper, not a magazine), and there is a new motto, "For 

The Wise Use of Natural Resources," just belo"." the nameplate o. It is 

printed on sixty to seventy pound coated book paper, and tl1e eight pages 

are eleven and a quarter inches by seventeen and a half inches. Front 

page heads are either in bold face Spartan or Tempo Bold. Other heads 

5 are set in fourteen point century expanded body type. 

The layout is flexible and may vary from issue to issue, some may 

be set in three seventeen pica columns, others in four ten and a half 

pica columns, and still others in two twenty-nine pica columns, or a 

combination of column widths lends itself to a more horizontal layout 

than the old Eagle and is more pleasing to the eye and easier to read. 

The body type is a modern ten point sans serif . 

... 
5These type styles, faces and sizes verified by Prof. Wellborn, -July 6, 

1970. 
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~ee.A"merican ~gle 
I" (\1.:.' ~ I q \/~ i;-:'f \ ,1:-;1· t:1" r..:A 1 URAL RESOURCES 

Vol. 5{) . I'·' •. ~_. t '.' ... ~ ... _ ... _ ...... 'T' [STERO. rLORio·A.1uNE 1,?70 

"Bridging tM Gap Between Our Human and Natural Recources" 
..... ~, o-l c:..-r S h.rt.lOf;. J •. Q. ... C10 • .,._INn.' .... 1. wr"oc.. 

E_r)" doey. 0t1 my W.V to 11k" In­
hw-tof SuOldi"Q. I dtiY't .k>f-,.g Conlt.,u 
100I"I .t.~ p.u " prC)(,jp ('If old \0"1'*"'': 
1:~.lIk:1," ... J1. ~f't\Ot\ll' C41~d "~'" 
N"vy." ~ ~ b1.,tih «:1 "h:tnpotllf' 

oe"'- 0' -~- during WO'ld We' I 
A l~ .... · ~$ .yti. Of'! • heJ.CO{:'lcl 

fliQhl 0¥'t"1 this '£"a""'t!' drt:-4. f're-,.;*"l 
Nuo'\ ~~ ~ old uUlldj,..;~ Ie 
be- 1<6'"",, do ..... n tt.i! ~t I le'I!:l 1u~~ 
In..,1 ~'( ...... illUt-II]Oi"\e!o-:X)01 

fhvmb,l'l9 throvgh 6 Nd"on61 C"'!'t: 

9raph..-; "~ other dbf I r.e,., o~rOio' .... 
.e-t .... 1 .. oe ... · 01 II~~':)' 1>"~ Luild.o., .. 
.00 III c..ptton which ~.od ··~ ... t"fl· 10 .. '" 
of Wt\1oh;ng1or. hope-:. :~!\I Ih(:u' 
f~r,J.~c S.trll("1~ .... ,tI "0CY.l he te­
~. the:reby "'!::"SIOfj"g tlot r*6utr 
.nd ,~tty 0,: the M"U wotf; 'I') 

rno:'l'~lolIf 'f.1Tuc1ure\·' The ..... ~h 

of ~f o,ind ·'"'o .... ly - 1NI 
~,bph< WII!. ticHed Ju~ 1~:1JI 

"rhe: caoJion to tho! p.c1vre: 01\0 noted 
that 5,000 tT~ lInd 1.hrub$ h.,d ~ 
dc-stroy-ed dvti~ m.e O<'igi061 C.onS,'TU(, 

'''''' k SO()<"I. 410 the: bi.,.ld'"9~ ('o~ 
c:Jown 0V4' PMl 5.e-rviee \l!nd.t"'~ 
t;T'l" .... 1o ..... 11 n-pkr::e !ht--. _.th 1'H-1 

Iond sh.vf;w. It.-.d 'Iot t!~"":""':.' ""'tt­
ground (,I the R~I4-:-z'ng PrY.>: w.1I t~ 
1'"e'$t::Yed H...:t, I~ 100000POrlt:"'I~ (!"I:! 

of ~ 1,Io"og pl4n~ "",a: i:"'! (0"1' 
butiM sO""'>('"lh'n~ In 0"" t.,,, v.v",1 tn 
~·ir,:ng Ol(~ lor V\ to bre.e:l'IC 

Plb'$'t( Dlbnh. c:f,.ot\'f _1:'c.rt..ute rr'v::h 
.menlion. bvt they c'tt",'1 nW-e o.yQ"!" 
~. Wffhc.vl ~ pl~ "nd Su~· 
1~1 """'I: would .dl pt"1iv •. Itnd tilfo 
ct .... ;n t..t"'" Iond th... bollcktr'!'t jIo°e de 
s;rroYInr;! mi'i<>os of "t:-t..~ end :.'" ..,bt 
~"r <My. 

M.vs1 woe dv I! this _nv? U'l', m,.,r 
1tf'\dp:('W"rtt.~~? p~~vou 
,;,~ rm.-.n ... I('I.,...;i'.l'l 1'<f'l"llyc-l..nk""';:) ... 
rh.!r1 ~e -. mili>on! of Ir~1 I-:h II 
0J1' fnrt:;1.'1.. Bv. V1"<l9 ISr.', I.. rwob~ 

"' the f~ - you fOf'\CJ it 'n 0U'f ril~ 
~ ~ 6::r;'t kf"OW ;s wf-o.l!l mllY t-"., 
h...ooen......, Po 0Uf opper "'n~e 
~~fm"~rT>e<'lJKirtgl'T\lI'r'b:­
~~ ~ up ~e fytyn the Votl 
~~ col hycko::#!ot-on-_ ni"~ 
ociOe-J ..-.d .,." pMlJde\ wh~1 \oY'!' 

~~~~-=~...-cot' 
~~-.d~~_ 

~.~~ .... 

".tvl:.' b<ei:'11 pourtng mlo the ~H we 
n,I.'" u'C!'el~ 

Pre-::I'r."on, e'e thdl ..... e- o'''y bring 
01"1 e"11i-)e, II "hol nOv1e bl.,"/"~f" 01 An 
occ .~ equ611y fAlol Ie '''!In T~I!: 
.re, .ndM-d. CWlly hrpOl~~', b,rt they 
4Ife i:Mw.:-d or, $.04nd, scu:'nlifi.:: ;nquity 

F()f' e,or/lmp!e-. e.ech yeet Oe,flllC'l,ve 
hurr.r:/l~' ele ,p"w~ in tht: C.,r,b, 
bf'tr. Gte,,'. nnd movE- neylh ..... Md 01"\' 

to .he Gull ,.nd AIII","e COoUU. COlli' 
'"9 ....... 1"'''1 - or hundreds cf mlll,orl~ 
., 0' d::llJ"w1. ,n d,.m"oe ond 16~ ;"g 
tT\4n( "vet )\.0:1 0 'cow ""'t"t'lt 6g0. A 
Ktf:"II't" ... ·ho he, t..,e..-n uudy.n9 1hto 
Otlg'n~ CI' 'ht:-~e ht.,tniC/lner. l:~.,ounCt'd 
h;1 P~"""''W!: thll' ~etl"onAI dut.T StOtm't. 

In A'ioto ,'edIt': ., c.!oud o! du~1 p"rlo· 
ck-t ",",!-o.C'h a'e (.sf! ied _efor_ard by 
P(f~v6,I.r'9 ..... indt into the C.,tlb~on 

.reo. 
TIle ..... tlle-t vopo- lisinQ frorn Ihe 

W4rm 'l.edS Ulilit'f':'s t~ dust ptlnides, 
aa::ord,nog to his fheary. to build up 
dro.,lt-n. o( mOlSlu''!-' Il'eld:'r lIi99e-" 
ifliJ ~ vtOk-f'\1 HornlS which h,we, 0" 
c..:,e!j~ $wepl do ..... ·., upon 1t>e x)LOlh 
C<'lrol;n~ <;c,,!:t 

F :..:: ... f':"I'9"':y "ct!o of ·,!tl\,rt' -

.... ·h.: .. fe)~"!.f: mo,!) f"nf"'C~ Ihdn i!1"\ 

d10~·t ~""b - Cbn r.e H~' cfl t.y whet 
..... g"'. t<e ~rO"'\t"d l'\elur".,1 "s""o;' !he .... 
.... (0 .... .:: •• Ji.; d:: . ....-t:1I 10 f'e!.of*t:1 Iht- in· 
como~f:"~t'>sihk ....... y!o .n ...... rlte" ou' 
fouling co! lhe OIO'losph.e-re mal' {ft:4te 

di"'<'l~fro...."S cc:""iti~!o fOf lI1i • 

OUT p~. ~ncesl~s hila lheir own 
lX"nl 01 ... ~...... ttbOUI n"lure n'r'!'r' 
bl.,e-d th.". wo!v lind """'f"rt: fcvct-d 10 be 
unl'orr,plo-.is.ns: e.,d they t":lec1t.'d ir 
nIItvre thel which WtI!' not of ;,..,~d;· 

oI!'~ ttt\d' f.l#aC1'''''' usa - b phil<:t<o::.'., 
~ ~ in ~ little pt>':'m pt..'bli~~ 
in Ifof/2. 

In $1.J":'h Ii. wild'C'fOC"ss 
~ _e lJe9t1n 10 ck-<'lr Ii,,:, ltond 
lhen ..... ilh the 61t~ ...... ith might ana 

"'~ The tTeel \0 thicl. ... nd sf'~ 
We I/ltd them all ..,loog 
Thes.e ..... e with !tre. mO$! I"trk>uf.ly 
To ~ did r.onfound. 

tn the- pesl. ~ Mve tended !o over· 
k..ot:. \oI.JCh br~ ~it.1 implica1ions. 
en OUr M"T00nI. In'iead, we" h"V't' fo::l 
oht:n re-lioed on the "cOlI~il r.,io-

fo. making ~i"lOf'\l c.ooc.erning re­
'ooree' u"e fOnd nl.n..Q9tnlH'll. Eva!"", 
l!llng ,",ur i"herit .. 1'\C.(' 11"\ te1"ms 01 dol.. 
I~r~ .u,d Ct'n" """to coftrl'l dt:precillhtd _ 
or wO'k slill In IoO"T'Ie in'lton.::e1 _ 
Ignored, the 10000"tol"W?l: kX:.ial - and 
phY'C(41 - COC'\Ioe:q~et of 001 de­
C"IOfU. 

Thf;' rt',uil ........ e "II "flOW. he' Pe-en 
,he- ,.v.9ing 01 fhc: en",iroon\enf at 
thi, Nel,on with ~ ,~d lind thcwovgh­
neu unkno ...... n Ix-fO't'" in tli.lory, 

1 "ere IS no qvefliC)r\ Ih~1 the people 
of SoI.Jlh Ctlrolintl, ~l M'1cktnce-d by fhe 
Koptl: of Ihi~ Trieefltl:".'It\IOI obloe1v.nce 
"'nd tne.1f long "I.neil"';' ureful _ne11-
It~n 10 thc-ir cuhv'''' heril~. rtt.1>t':C1 
Iht- occomp/j,hl"ne'nu ei t~,' .nees1o:-, 
- borh remole' iOnd r.TIMoedit1le, 

Bur the,. "I~ .u~ (..Or'oCf!rn«l - .bY,; 
with ~ny other A.tnettC.ont _ ... bout 
Ihe pffloel"t And 1M future. Ml:Ye 
pllrticu/orly. riley .re: ~ .. bo..J1 
f~ "'lIf'mino ~tt:'I'~· .... ,;CWl of our 
physit.tll envi~onmenl 

" i~. fherefore. A t"o!!'bti-cm;ng thing 
Ie wllneu til!: l:e,~ ...... rh whi::'h rhn 
yc.unv people of ri·;) ((lunuy - flli. 
mtlrjly coll~ f,luck-:'II~. tt".': 111500 in. 
cluding high school oIInd C'~n'f:'nIMY 
ltlJrienh - tlrt: milt I".; ptt:pal ".itt:"!' 
for II tTl"u.ivt". n"t>On ..... ,ck Tf'lKh-ir., 

"ElIrth O,,\," is I-ri~ul.ed iOf' April 
2'2. "no thrOUQh dlf.':UUiOfU. 'loC'"'in&r'. 
end ClIIlt!, thoughtful tne4ns.. OUf 

young people ..... ill be e.ores.sing ,hei, 
c~rn for I~ qUlllily o~ Ifl.: endron· 
menl 'I-~y ..... ill Ix: cnhe-r,'i'lg frc;om their 
pl!r~ntt. 

All of uS- c"n ',,It: eonfide-fv.:e th6! 
tM 197'0', ~ ~j~ 10 be tntll 
ef'6 in Amet"fctrn hi"ltv'y t'fI.eI"ling ~ 
1111 ovt r\ftlior...,1 eHCO'"l 10 p"~",e ~ 
bu.,U1l· fOnd hiJ:tOf')' of tt-it IlInd, 

On ,Jew "~br', Ooy. 1970. P(~i­
de-nl NillOO"1 "'gf"M:'d Inlo III ..... the Ndlion-
01 Environmerlt61 Poky A..1. whrdl 
creoll'~ a Covndl on €nvi~'&1 
OUb-lily. 

And. in h-bcuery. ~"I in.er'\t"eI'l­
rion 4't the h'9f...es, ~I preveolt-d 
eo::ologic:.lJl disacfer 41 ~I.ades N...,.. 
tioevJl Park by bloc"c:ir,y Q:)I"'If"ttvdion 
of " ~ial ietPort jvs:t ()I.It1.iOe 
fhe P",-k't boundmies. 

..,........ ... _1) 
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THE BIG PESTIClDi: MTTLE 
...,~~ . 

WHAT tT .. fAIt; TO VOU ••• 
PfthC~ n.Yf: beetl vndcrr liu: be-. 

fo'e, bu1 ~ .... (o.t~y .It:. t\O'W. 

P,o~h (0( m.p nt'w ''''W'ICC~. 
e",en OV"~"l h-m, Me popp;ng up .11 
avel I~ COUnlry. /.rod. tht: lli-UeUy 
,-..oodcNour u~A " mcw~ IQ qukkly 
to-"" .. ld ~ ...... t\CI ,~ polfci.cs tNI 
I~ re~J:,e., ... ltO<'U Un be f~ th<~ 
oul ag'.cultute. 

Ch.",el .'e "'oog riwr: Kf'TIe ol 
(01.11 pe"o.C.,dc lhd wilt -.oon be (..Uf. 

'aikd. You'lI Mr.'n why (,om the: fo'* 
10 ..... lnQ WnC1'vteWs wtth OJ. Ned ~y­
ley. USDA Direc1OC' of S:::~e .-nd 
Educ..tiOt'\: Pork C. 6fw-.4.Iey, P~denf 
of Iht! Na,ion.D.l Agriculh ... 1 Ow:m":hh 
Jut.OC.~h()tj; .nd t::. 2, F~. 
Gen.t:1'bl lIob~ of the A9dcuhVl'Gl 
Ctol'!'mlC.tlh Ojv. of ~II ChemoC.Aol Co. 
NEO MHU 
W...wr--r"U"'-'-"~ .---.. ~ """':"':"'1 

Yes, In the PUT """'t" ~W!d rhree 
pr .mtory f «:1ors in f'fe'9"sle:"lng ~ 

:~~~~ ~:~~ : ~~:~ 
'he .ct-"i A"o~ ..... .,~ ~("!'" 10 fhe. 
lI\.1!'l n~ mird ¥'trt. res.idve in loed. 
We W't:t'e .1 ..... lIyl ~~ .... un ~ 
pest;cide', efl~ eon '0-1,,1 ~irel"·"'·'-en1. 
i.nJ1 Itllt WI'SO" ~ of 0.Jf r.l!r!"I\llfY 

CDnf.;dl!:tef>onL f.J.,..... it is ....... ~~~""'(.,.. 
-w- ofI,.a r- .-IOc .... 1 

We el"f'l'f lJIy af thf1 f....atm. We .wt: 
btginning t cheo-nica~..-;:hem;C,lJf. \no¢'" 

by-u\.C fe-ooof;'..... Wt-'U h..!r~ tD s.o:e ~ 
~"'obe~. 
Wnytirr.k._~1 

~ ieglsJdl<>n _as develo~ {Of' 

re(}ulaling the VS4< cl ~i::id::s the 
ju.~ of t""l",j"O'''uT''en1el C()"I1ton'un..t:on 

...... esn·! e1 f""I~r.h Pi''' at rile !rJ_.lic 
C'()fV:":I'n tI~ j~ is toO..ty. noe ~..". 
....-. .. , It rtiopond;o;< 10 ~ ... ~n 
('C>"IloI!mtnt!lton The1'e ~ ~oblt: 
e ..... ~ thin Sf' ictf:.,~ .nd mo'"'!' COI"I'" 

Pf~f.j"'e t'QntT"Ol: of po!"S'I'f.cit:ks n. 
~ tr!. pI!:"1 01 ri-.e O'o"I!!'ftllll rlf~ 
10 ~"I tllf'The:1' pcMlU1bn oi the 
environmer1f. 
.........ny ........... ., .. ...-.. 

~Oo'I,.......oI:J 

---- ----·HENRy NERRLING The Patron Sa.int of Florida Ga.rden~ 
iir-':"'''''''' 

T~ (.OI"'doiu«l' "f 'f.m,,1i r.pe<lmeto of Mot-goolloll 91.nd,flor~. Osmtlnri1us 
O'f1l'eI'ic.ftl"oe (Atno:::ortClln Olive), loblolly &y. WAr Mynle, A~rlcan l"U1'el (Ocolea 
c."tesbyorw). '!ed s."y (i=-e1t.ett. 6cYbon.~I. Ltlurel !:.rl":l61: (Smilu l"vrifoIi6). Sweel 
s..,y (~.." giIlVUI. P~i~ n'hd~, 1e-1'lCbib puh,t'lulenloi!;. leucoth~ ri\Ce'T\CtU 
t:<'\d~el ott~U. 

The ~ill' ~ f"IOW 1IIOrge .ttOd •• "tely "f:C'f,. th-e pride en the Qarden. 
b1 l>eonf 50 iee1 ,all; the Loblolly s.,yt. thovgh el ..... llys lovnd near weIer. have 
~ • ooad "iu. bei"9 .bout 30 fee1 h*iJh. bnd the Atnef'iClln Oli",1:S ere 
Oenw! and tw'o-d t,peC~1. lhe Wax Myrtles. have formod round lind de,,~ 
dUftC1S of brtg'" 91e-e:-.. oItOO the ~,Iel cie"lbe-r, up in'o the tree', ~t' .. ILO 
col1e-cted linico pt~h Ctf the urol,r~ Je.r.Utrnine ~ en our m~' betlV1dul end 
n:·HI"'I<t:'d n.tI1fvC!' plirnt'. I. t:o'rc'fl al pr~"f quite- oil nvmbe( of trees. in my 
Q't'ovnch.. bf'Jd ..men in b1o:-rn. the bri-;:hl yellow f~-bell, exh.le ~ rn",' 
dohcH)vS penurne whtch perVirdc:, .he: Olt of fOe entICe 911'Iden, I .1'-0 plbnte::! 
H"o'ef'al "01"1<'10 (Hele ~"lIt '!foe Oal-wx>" (Ile. C.uine), Wild Plum ff1:!'et, the 
Priddy .A.s.n (f ~u Clollv~cull,i lind II ~ qro ..... ing H.wrhorn (Crct.tegu,' 
_i,1, ~ brtt11d\o!!:,. 

HoUki. .wtd Del,QOI'u irft! '$1 ptetoenl If future in the ~rdei\. bur the- PTict:ly 
A"" berJfT>e" .. nui....,nce ~ sprt: ... d,rv.J ovet terr1feyy 0\:)1 bebngiOQ to jl lind if 
h.,.d 10 be ~d Tt-.e"'"'moo Wild Plum (Prul''Hl1. lJ1'T'Ibt'U.ttl) f()t'ml II very 
Ot-nk. r«ltnir,;:, brOIl!! ~nd ,ha~ly llee. while 'he Chic~ef,lfw Plum (P • 
.w-ogLntlfot.b) n...~ formed ~tw f1'l1i"l:e-h b~' underp.ound "mnen. II is ~lm0'51 
impo1.tible teo keep if I" bc.rJnd. ,.f'\d II l!-)ovld 1W:''rl:f be- planf«f Wr.e.ft! t.peCt: 
;,. "m"~. ~'d00vl"1"I:1o _nd 'hfUJ:n 1000m OI'\Iy It ~ .. mll'lI .nd jl'\Conlpi.:::ltO!.. .. 
p.rl in my 9-tt'0H1 TtloC'Y .ho~Jld not be piHlted unk:u fhe.l' .. re cu:ceptiooall.Y 
bo..utiiul. Sovch .... Il\ell f'~, C'v.' of I.>fo _ry belt cf iol'lf·,dle'dciiny nblives. II 
~ fri~ lr~ (Ch~nthu, vlrQtniu), t.-""r.fT\Con in mbn)' of our htlmmoch. 
th. le.vt:t. roe lMo-e ond Ie .. lhfo,y end .lfTIO\.l ~C'I'or~, lind when In bl:x:-'TI in 
c: ... ly M..rd\ r: " • "~I kr'''f!l y OLr«I. the pule whl'" fring.e-Ilke Oo-con t;o""'er. 

inQ rt lil(! •• hof:"t-1 Th.~ '~t'+ 0' l~fI d"uh _.u elLO col~ (!nd cru'l,.d to rt...,..._ 
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One innovation introduced to the p.ages of the Eagle by Hiss l'1ichel 

is., the "Feuil~eton." She used it on the front page of he:': first issue 

vlhen she ran the first of a series on Dr. Henry Nehrling across the 

bottom of the page, she identified it as a "feuilleton" and on page two 

explained what the device was. 

The FEUILLETON, of French origin, is a distinct part 
of Old Ir-iorld nevlspaper styling. "Be],o\V the Line" the 
Feuillet.on is devoted to light literature, serial stories, 
critici'sm of performing a:t'i:, music, architecture. The di­
viding line separates it from ~he rest of the newsprint. 6 

ll..nother innovation took place vlith the January, 1970, issue. A 

picture of an Eagle, standing on a scroll of paper and clutching a pen in 

one talon, Vlas added to tJ1e left "ear" of page one. I·1iss 1'1ichel said 

she came across three lithographs of the eagle in an envelope in an old 

7 
trunk that had belonged to Dr. Teed.' It appears to have been drawn by 

the same artist who drew the eagle that used to point to the Lee County 

Directory. 

Since its rebirth in 1965 the main forte of the Eagle has been articles 

pertaining to the conservation of natural resources, but there are also 

articles of general interest, reprints of earlier stories such as the 

De Soto expedition and the Nehrling papers and articles on natural history 

and the exploration of space. Old features r such as Russell Kay's "Too 

Late to Classify," appeared once again as did "Last (now Mont..h I s instead 

of 'i'ileek IS) Ne'l'ls Boiled Davin" wi tb its familiar "lash pot sig a.Dd written 

by Nrs. Jo Daughtry I a Florida journalist for many years. 

6Michel, Eagle, Hay I, 1965. 

7Michel, Interview, June 25, 1970. 
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The first Eagle was born because it "las believed there was a need 

for the voice of the people to be heard. The present editor believes 

that need exists again, as she expresses in her first editorial, repro-

duced here. 

PHOENIX OUT OF THE ~SHES 

According to an Egyptian legend every 500 years an eagle­
like bird vlit...h. red and golden plumage comes' flying from Arabia 
into Heliopolis. Here, Phoenix, the s~~-god, throws himself 
into L~e eternal flame at the altar, and out of his awn ashes 
a young and more beautiful bird then rises, ,the symbol of resur­
rection and immortality. 

Like this Phoenix, though not by miracle or legend from 
tLl1leS immemorial, THE AI'1ERICAN EAGLE of The Koreshan unity in 
Estero, rises from the ashes. Resurrected as a monthly nevlS­
paper, the EAGLE flies again. 

Originally a political weekly newspaper Kith the battle­
cry "Screams for Lee County in Particular and Florida in Gen­
eral r " the Eagle in later years developed a reputation as a 
Horticultural Nagazine. Chronicling events of the rising 'last 
frontier' from 1906 to 1949 the old files of The American Eagle 
are gOldmines to students and researchers in many fields, fore­
mos t history, ho:cticulture, and agriculture al1d industrial 
grO\';th of southern Florida. 

The revived American Eagle carries the by-line "For the 
t\1ise Use of Natural Resources, 11 devoted to Nature as a whole. 
The editors of The Americru1 Eagle invite correspondence on live 
topics from all sections of the COlil1try. 

In our time we face many problems, many of them created 
by man. We need to solve them. Departments of government 
on all levels, private groups, and individuals are aware of 
the necessity to study and remedy present ills, to strengi::hen 
the foundation for future generations for them to liVe a more 
,,,holesome, natural life. 

Consel17ation-education presents a wide field and we in­
vite students fr~m all walks of life, from the little red 
school house as well as from the ultra modern college to be 
our readers, our correspondents--Nature's helpers. 
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Conservation in Action is progressing. It's the people's 
work. Creative cooperation with Nature for the best of All is 
our program. 

8 \tie I 11 count cur bless ings I too. 

811ichel, Eaglet May I, 1965 . 

... 
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CHlI.PTER SEVEN 

EPILOGUE 

The Koreshan Unity ~xists today just 25 does The American Eagle" the 

exact number of members is not knovm, just 2S the exact circulation of 

the Eagle is not known, but t11ere are members frolll Estero to Vero· Beach 

to Washington, D.C. 

In 1952 L1-J..e me..rnbers of the Board of Directors voted to begin nego-

tiations to tral1.sfer pal-t of their land to the State of Florida for the 

establishment of a state park at the Estero site of the first settlers. 

On December 15, 1961, Farris Bryant, then governor of Florida, officially 

accepted 300 acres of land with the accompanying buildings, historical 

accoutelillents al1d files of old documents for the people of the State of 

Florida. 1 

New Jerusalem now· belongs to the people. 

IHedvlig Hichel, "Gift to the People, II 
n.d.) . 
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(Estero: The Koreshan Unity, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Kenneth Edwin Anderson waS born SeptemPer 7, 1931, in New Yon City. 

In 1937 he moved to FO,rt Myers, Florida, and in August, 19,49, graduated 
.-, 

from Fort Myers High School. During the Korean War he served in the 

United States Marine Corps and later in the United States Army. In August, 

1969, he graduated from the University of Florida and received the degree 

of Bachelor of Science .in J01.J.rnalism with Honors and a citation as the 

outstanding male graduate. He enrolled in the Graduate SclLool of the 

University of Flor~da in September, 1969, and has won<ed as the Gaines-

ville correspondent for The St. Petersburg Times and The Miami Herald 

and as an investigative reporter for The Gainesville Sun while completing 

his work toward the degree of Master of ~s in Journalism and Communica-

tionp. He is a past president of the Florida Chapter of Sigma Delta Chi, 

a member of Kappa Tau Alpha and Omicron Delta I<;.appa. He has accepted 

an appointment to the faculty of Eastern Illinois University and vlill 

begin teaching journalism there in September, 1970. 

Kenneth Edwin Anderson is married to the former catherine Tully of 

P.eoria, Illinois. They have four daughters. 

... 
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This thesis "las prepared under the direction of the chairman of the 

"candidate's supervisory committee and has been approved by all members of 

i that comrni ttee. It was submitted to the Dean of the College of Joun1alism 
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and COIDmmlications and to the Graduate Council, and was approved as par-
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tial fulfilLment of the requirements for the Degree of llilaster of Arts in 

Journalism and Communications. 

August, 1970 
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