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PREFACE

... so from the heat of ... political strife has been
hatched The Americarn Eagle, full-fledged and strong of
beak. His flight is lofty, --no place, though high,
‘escapes his keen, far-seeing eye. From time immemorial
the eagle has been the symbol of liberty from the thral-
dom of the oppressor's ycke, therefore The Ameérican
Fagle--friend of the downtrodden and oppressed--is an
‘adversary to be reckoned with by those who "“are thirst-
ing for power™ -and dominion over others .l

1

Lead Editorial,'ﬁhe'American'Eagle; June 7, 1906.:
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.Abstract of Thesis Presented to the Graduate Council
, in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of
. Master of Arts in Journalism and Communications

THE AMERICAN EAGLE:
A UNIQUE FLORIDA WEEKLY NEWSPAPER

By
Kenneth Edwin Anderson

‘August, 1870

Chairman: Dr. Harry H. Griggs
jor. Department: College of Journalism and Communlcatlons

iJﬁSt.pxior to the turn of the centuryuthere.appeared on the lower

5,

newspaper of the hlghest quallty, which th?ough the years has rendered
reat service to the people of the State of Florida by defending their
c1v11 llbertles and recordlng in a sclentlflc fashion the agrlcultural

.and.hoztlcultural potentlal of the State.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

. This paper was written to record the h;s§ory of The Américan.Eagle,
a‘small weekly newspaper published in Esﬁero, florida, since 1906. It
is the author's‘belief that this newspaper has been unique among small
country weeklies in the State.of Florida. It was founded by a man who
éained international attention for his unorthodox scientific beliefs
‘aand unusual religious attitudes, a man who was hailed as a prophet by
his followers and a charlatan by his enemies. It was begun as a corpor-
ate venture by The Koreshan Unity, Incorporated, "A Religious and Fra-
ternal Cammonwealth," to‘combat an unhealthy political situation in its

home county. From its first issue it displayed typographical innova-

tions not found in the large metropolitan newspapers of Florida until

years later. A ha1f~century ago The American Eagle was fighting for
.hoﬁésfy in puﬁlic’office, for a éﬁo@party system of politics, for govern-
ment "in the suﬁshine," for good roads, for a fence law to make Florida's
hijhways safer and for the conservation of natural resources. These
’fights‘someﬁimes became thsical. The founder of ﬁhe Koreshan Unity

- was severely beaten while the town marshal stood by and watched and

the first editor was physically assaulted by the qhairman of the county

commission. But today, these causes, championed by The American Eagle,

'. are written into the laws of the State of Florida.

! «t
Once The American Eagle considered its political battles won it

turned its attention to the agriculture of the State, following the




trend to farming in Florida that was the major industry of the day-

Aater, The American Eagle turned from agriculture to horticulture,

. particularly that of tropical plants that would thrive in the sub-tropic
climate of Florida anq add both to the beauty and economy of the State.
puring this period it enjoyed an international circulation as a horti-
cultural jouxnél and won a naﬁicnal award for its coverage. It also

- became a.vehi;le for hiséorians of the early Spanish expeéitions to
Florida, and long, historical accounts of the early explorations of the
~s§aniards were serialized on its pages.

After forty-three years of weekly publication, internal disputes,

qld age, a shortage of funds and a mystexrious fire brought The American
Qe

'Eagle to a temporary halt. Fblldwing a hiatus of nearly sixteen years,
' publication was resumed, much in the same format, except that now the

forte of The American Eagle is the conservation of natural resources.

The authoxr had a two-fold interest in attempting to record the
histoxy of the Eagle. First, there have been several pamphlets, books
and theses written about thé Koreshan Unity or its founder or its prac-—
btices;‘but the Eagle itself ﬁés never beéﬁ exgmiﬁed. Even nowvéarly
éditions are hard to find and soon theré may be too few leff for research
Purposes. The preéent‘editor of the'Eagle is no longer young, and

from her ‘long association with the Eagle, is an .invaluable source

of information. It is the author's belief that The American Eagle
Tepresents ‘an important item in the history of journalism in Florida

and one that should wait no longer to be examined. Secohdly, the author

ad personal knowledge of the Eagle from having been raised in Fort




boy he would often aécompany his stepfathexr to the Koreshan Unity to
puychase'plants or trees for their hoﬁe garden.

| The author began his study of the Eagle by reading what material
was available to determine what he should lock for, and if there were
ény significant eraé,duripg the lifespan of the Eagle that would call
fof close scrutiny. One excellent source was the aﬁtobiogréphy éﬁ

\

Allen H. Andrews, who for forty-two years was editor of the Eagle. A

search of the "morgue" at the St. Petersburg Times turned up several
Qaluéble items. 2mong these was a copy of the original catalog of the
"Collége of Life" founded by the Koreshans even before they moved to
"pstero. Also at the Iiﬁgg, was a magazine article publishedAin‘its
October 20, 1968, edition, and an unpublished historical account of
the Unity in Florida which the gi§§§_had purchased from a free-lance
writer but had never published. Also in the Times file was a 1954 news-—
paper article on the ﬁistory of the Unity written by the present editor
of the Eagle. A master's theéis written in 1928 on the economic aspects
of the Unity was found in thé Research Library of the University of
Fioridé. From this'béckground material it was determined that theré
‘were four significant eras in the history of the Eagle:
1) The early yea?s. The founding of the Eagle as a politiéal
1new$péper in 1206 and its grédual transition, completed about 1811, -
to én agricultural papér.

2) The Nehrling years. The influence exerted by Dr. Henry-
Nehrling, a botanist, and the change, in 1921, to a “"Horticultural

Review" to the ouster, in 1948, of the original editor, Allen H.
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3) The Bubbett era.

" (thfrough no fault of his)

The demise of the Eagle under its last editor

as a weekly newspaper.

|
|

4) The "new" Eagle. The resumption of publication in 1965 of the

Eéglg_as a monthly &onservation.newspaper.

In orde; to study carefully the changes that took place within
these eras a careful exaﬁination‘was made of each issue of the Eagle
for a period of three months preceding and three months following each

change. In addition, a éuperficial study was made of all issues of the

Eagle that are currently available, from 1906’through June, 1970.

It was decided to use a methédology that would analyse both con-

stent and description of the Eagle. A recording device was developed

that would do this in four areas.

It was pretested on a three-month

group of Eagleés taken

found to be workable,

from the stacks at Hume Library. When it was

it was applied to the three*month'groupings des~
cribed above. Reliability was tested by having another coder apply

* the ‘recording device to some of the same issues as did the author.

The results were compared afterwards and found to be the same.

The four areas the recording device was divided into included

First a space to record the name of the editor, the date, wvolume and

1ssue number, theAmakeup andjphysical appearance, the paper stock used,

the type used, the headline style used, the number of pages and their

!
|
;,

the autobiography of one of the editors and a personal interview

-

th the present editor.

Secondly, categories were provided for recording what type of news
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was presented in that particular issue. For the'purposes of this study,

_"news" was considered to be any item of general interest addressed to

»
¥

the public at large and appearing anywhere in the paper except on page
two, which was reserved for editorials wherein the editor spoke directly,
or was not clearly labeled an advertisement; The categories included
politiéal, horticultural (defined here as pertaining to the growing
"of flora for ornaméntal‘or other purposeg of esthetic énjéyment or in-
dividual use), agricultural (defined here as the growing of flora as
-cash crops on a large scale for sale), scientific (aefined here as the
riepqrtage of any form of scientific'information ekcept that ;elated
'tdjhorticulture or agriculture), religidus'(the.mention’of anything
pertaining to any religious tenet, sect or denomination), conservation
 ,Sa§¥.it9m pertaining to the conservation of natural. xesources), general
(ahy item not falliqg into one of the above categoriés sﬁch as births,

deaths, marriages, crime, etc.), and "other." Each item in this cate-

gory was identified specifically if it did not fall into one of the

other categories, such as a boock review or travel feature. These cate-

‘gories were then cross~indexed as to‘their origin and source: inter-
national,»natiohal, éﬁate, local, Koreshan Unity and Koreshan Unity
iﬂflémmatoiy. This‘last wés added because at the butsét the paper
éspéused'political'béliefs hot-popula; with the_degr“structure of the
‘coﬁmunit& and sfxohgly ekpresséd iﬁsbown views in its coluﬁns;

The third portion of the device was identical to the part used
for news and was used to record editorial conteﬁt. Ediforial content
was considered to be any item appearing on page two (except in two

cases. when a signed andé labeled editorial appeared on page one and a




1 ce &f a column, or other physical or editorial changes that micht

t have been recorded elsewhere.
| ‘ " The information was transcribed directly from issues of the Eagle

6cated in the Hume Library and in the files of the Koreshan Unity at

: : It was transferred to five by eight cards that were arranged N
! i ¥Ein chronological order. ‘Any issue that contained a major editorial

v format change was "flagged" with a metal clip to call special atten-

| : jon to that issue. Issues that displayed a new or different type style

the Eagle from 1922 through 1949. The eaxrly issues remain in the

Hall, the museum of the Koreshan Unity at Estero. Negotiations

L e information obtained from these interviews and in later correspon-

nce with Miss Michel was also placed on cards in its chronological

with the information obtained from the other bibli-
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Date: Vol. Issue: Ser. No.

Pages
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and Physical Appearance: Half-tones yes--no Paper stock
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CHAPTER TWO

THE KORESHAN UNITY

This is properly the story of The American Eagle, but to understand w

N \

The decision to found the Fagle as a weekly political newspaper

ivas made by the board of directors of the Koreshan Unity, Incoxrporated,
3

gef‘the leadéxship of Dr. Cyrus Reed Teed.l

Drx. Teed, who called himself "Koresh" was the founder of Koreshanity,

o convince many that the universe was one gregj: cell. What we know
thé‘ngid.is, according to Ko%esh,.a'ﬁqllprsphere, wiﬁﬁ the Sun aé
31é¢tro-magne£ic storage battery with a light side and a dark Side,.
.oﬁﬁgr:words{‘Koresh taught that we live on tﬁe inside.of a concave

e . 3
Sphere, not on the outside of a .convex one.

lHedwig Michel, Personal Ieﬁter, July 15, 1970.

2Hedwig Michél, "Koreshan Unity Religious Center Now at Estero,"
ort Myers News—Press, Feb; 17, 1954, p. 19.

3Cyrus Peed Teed, The Cellular Coémogony (Estero: Koreshan Unity,
brinted in 1951). ' ' ‘

vy
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to Koreshanity and presented to Koresh and the Unity a tract of iand

.

he haa.homesteaded on the Estero River in South Florida. Plans were

made to move the Unity, the Guiding Star Publishing House and the College

of Life from Chicago to Florida, but it was not until 1903 that the Last
of the Koreshans and equipment arrived.

At fixst, the land at Estero did represent an "Eden" to the pioneers, i

s
v

the soil was rich and fertile, the winter climate was mild and the river
'”énd bays teemed with fish, turtles and oysters. But the pioneers had

no homes tdtlive in at first( the land had to be cleared of palmettos
éﬁd other undergréwth and the tropic nights brought swarms of inosquit‘os.8
. Log houses were built at fiist, and then more permanent frame build-
ings were constructed as the printing egquipment and othgr accouterments
arrived from Chicago. jhere were no roads or railroads that far south
then, so supplies were shipped by rail to Punta Gorda, then transship-
ped by sailboat or steamer for the last 100 miles of the journey.

However, Teed did not allow the. lack of facilities to interfere

) with the amenities of the College of Life. Even before the Koreshans
had buildings.to live in, they built a bandstand on the banks of the

E?tQEQ“RiVQr and in the evenings would present band concerts, symphonies . . ..

and piays.lo The students also constructed.stone fountains and hand-

7Hedwig Michel, "A Gift to the People" (Estero: The Koreshah Unity, n.d.).

’ 8Allen H. Andrews, A Yank Pioneer in Plorlda (Jacksonv1lle. Douglas
Printing Company, 1950), pp. 8-12.

°] . .
Allen H. Andrews, "How the Eagle Was Hatched," The American Eagle,
Jdan. 15, 1948, p. 2.

.o L3
lOHedwig Michel, Personal Interview, June 25, 1970.
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arved stone statuary to be placedbabout the grounds. Others attended

lasses. offered in the college catalog. An early edition lists the

ollowing courses offered:
Trades:

House Building and Boat Building
Elements ‘of Architecture and Mechanlcal Draw1ng B .
Pattern Making and Wood Turning - . 8
Mechanical Department '
Electrical Department
tone Construction Department
Wood Carving Department
Fine.Cabinet Work
Art’ Printing Department
Power Press Department
Tinsmith Department ,
~Survey1ng and Engineering. Department
Agricultural Department
Apiary Department
Beking Directress
Commercial Department

1
i
i
{
i

Music Department o o

Orchestra and Band Leadership
Harmony and Composition

- The ‘Use of Wlnd Inst?uments
Vielin
Piano’
Clarinet

Art Departrﬁent ;

Instructlon in Draw1ng
Interestlng Chalk ‘Talks on Art

'The‘Lecture'Courses

Cosmogony'

Osteopathy

Pentistry

History and Ethnology

Higher Mathematics from the Koreshan Standpoint

-t

11

i
I
i
I
j

llThe Ploneer Unlver51ty of Koreshan Unlversology (Estero: The
Oreshan University System, n.d.).
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The other residents of lee County at the time} with no roads .or means
of communication, much less good schools, might have resented these
ambitious newcomers who sought to establish a university before they

. . 2 . .
even had homes to live 1n.l In 1897 Teed had constructed his "recti~

lineator," a massive, brass and mahogany surveying instrument which was

|
|
}

set up on the beach at Naples, and a Koreshan surveying party “"proved”

\

-frbm their sightings and‘computations that the earth was indeed a hol-

13
low sphere.

One of the éarlyitenets of Koreshanity was that all real property

and goods be held in common ownership for the good of all. Each would

. 'share according to his needs. At the outset also, celibacy was encouraged
a0 - A
for the members. Husbands and wives who joined were encouraged to live

.apart and their children became the chil&ren of the-community.14

Thus did their beliefs tend to set them apart from their neighbors

in the rural South just after the turn of the century. Rumors began

to circulate that Koresh was a charlatan who was trying to bilk investors

out of their life's savings. In 1907 the .Tallahassee Sun claimed:

"Peed is net the first rascal who has made religion a cloak for his

- designs against the property and personal liberty of others,“15 ‘Some .

of these rumors grew. out. of the early experiences of the pioneers. In

the winter of 1897 many were reduced to & few handfuls of meal a day

leelje Scriven Ridgely, “The Park the Koreshans Gave," manuscript
written for the St. Petersburg Times, but never published, n.d.

1

|
[

3Michel, "A Gift to the People.”

14Ridgely;
st
lSElizabeth‘Whitney, "Koreshan," Floridian Sunday magazine sec-

tion of The St. Petersburg Times, Oct. 20, 1968.
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vailable tould provide for.16

But by 1906, the greatest apparent antagonist of the Koreshans was

man who considered himself the head of the local power structure in

ort Myers, Philip Isaacs.

Isaacs did occupy a unigue position in a small town. He was chair-

s

man of the counfy Democratic Committee, county judge, and probably most

;mpoftaﬁt of éll, editor of the local paper.

Friction between the Koreshans and the townspeople who supported

i1 Saacs came to a head during the Spring Democratic primary of 1906.

e Koreshans desired to register to vote, and to vote, for under the
.

ore or less one party system of politics in Florida at that time, win-

ng the Democratic primary was tantamount to being elected. Isaacs,
-his position as local party chairman was in a position .to make the

Yules. He decreed that in order for a voter to register as a Democrat,

:he would have to swear he had voted a straight Democratic ticket in

aéﬁ-éiectéqnsf This automgtically disgualified the Koreshans, for

ey had voted DemOCrat,'except for the office of president. There,

ey claimed, they had bolted the party and voted for Theodore Roosevelt

the man they felt most qualified for the jpb.17 _This gave Isaacs
e perfect excuse to refusé to register them, and when they insisted

voting in their precinct anyway, he had their votes thrown out.

ben quarrels broke ocut. Isaacs claimed Dr. Teed gave him a bad check

16553 10t of Those in Teed's 'Unheavenly' Heaven," Pittsburgh Daily
CWS , May 19, 1897.
17 _
Andrews, Eagle, January 15, 1948, p. 2.

-
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..and had the sheriff follow Teed back to Estero and arrest him. When
Teedfwas bxpuéht to Fort Myexs, Isaacs dropped the charges, had the
sheriff release Teed and permitted him to walk the sixteen miles back
+to Estero.i8 On another occasioﬁ, a Koreshan went tq a Fért Myers hotel
‘+o inguire after a gueét, the lady proprietor misupderstood him and

a rumor s?réad the man had insulted her. On his next trip to town Teed
was attacked and beaten and.a group. of Koreshan boys were attacked and
had their clothing ruined when theirlbaggagg.was broken open and scat-
ltéred on ﬁhe ground. During the course of the fight, the town marshal
‘téod.by and watched as”Teed,'then 67 years old, and the local candi-
“gate for the Progressive Libei:ty Party were severely beaten.l9

To the Koreshans, vho had a fully eguipped printing plant at their
disposal, there was only one solution; start a newspaper and carry their

side -of the story to the people.

181he American Eagle, Oct. 18, 1906.

19The American Eaglews Oct. 25, 1906.
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CHAPTER THREE

THE BIRTH OF THE EAGLE

Since the’Kereshen Unity priht shop was.al;eady publishingPTheu

1owshare and Prunlng Hook and The Flamlng Sword Dr. Teed dld not have

ch’ dlfflculty in establlshlng a third publlcatlon. The Eagle was

4.,

Shnded as a secular, polltlcal newspaper and its area of coverage was

1
pt designed to overlap»that of the two earlier periodicals. To staff

€e new ?aper Teed drew from the members of the community at Estero.

- was named edltor. The paper was to be prlnted and publlshed

{
1
{

Ccordlng to plans set forth by Dr Teed. ~ In addltlon[ there‘were

.~

‘ lMiehel, Personal Interview, June 25, 1970.

N
.
L

o
Ibid.

L3

~3Allen H. AﬁdreWs, A Yank Pioneer in Florida (Jacksonville{,.The

20
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One account states that Bubbett was the only professional printer

«

uPerviging the work,4 but Andrews later claimed prior experience as a
1 ?

inter, but not an editox.

Any history of the Eagle would hardly be complete without the in-

ﬁsioﬂ of at least a part of the biography of Allen Harmon Andrews.

 Was'to retain the editorship for forty-two years, and while the

ne and join. him in his practice, but while Andrews was in high school

became interested in a school paper published by a friend, called

'aid apprentice by a weekly prohibition paper called The 2xe. This

4Michel, Personal Tetter, July 1, 1970.

S, :
Andrews, Yank, p. 188.

L




FIGURE IV

ANDREWS

ATLEN H.

FIRST EDITOR OF THE AMERICAN EAGLE
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FIGURE V

VOLUME I, NUMBER 2
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=t it time, the Boa) or formal elec.
tion beiug o farce and a tracesty on
the lmilot eyetem. Tach year finds the
nuwber of rexpectable citizens fn-
creasing who wili no longer tate part
in pulitics, lecupue they wee the fotil-
ity of dotng »0 under the eyatem that
clixing for the chooning of public
orticera.

The primars roa in the interect of
the solid perty bae degeneraiod to
soch a Jevel that it in within the power
of ita manipoistors, through the stats
laws mede by them, to so grg and
throtile the peopic in thelr stricture
of qualtication, that ouly thoss may
parsicipate whe wif) obey the Leboats
of the ring mad the boss who wre fn
power. Guch s oondition haa this
stale of affnirs reachod, thet whens o
Tau announoss himeel, or permits his
Bame L0 be used in connection with &
public oftioe, bo js immedixtely jooked
upon with suspicion, aad if be hes no
=Wwlen gooda on him &t the titme, he ix
siven ercdit {or Laving designs apon
them: for why should » man seek pob-
1z offioe i1 1t 1 not gor Frivate gaip,in-
sezoch as in private life be and all
athere ook 19 Lheir own way, every
one for sile gain, trom hia quarier™?

Bes boy and soli eech other so liters
ally in privase Mfe through the com-
petitive or wage system, that i g
thoranghly consistent snd legitimete
to permit sag expect Lhe aame in
Pobllc Hie. That ~every msn hes hig
Price” 1 the logieal ontoome of mod-
erR boxiness rsetbida aa lppli“ o
Ppolitics. Ko thoronghly aud Jnsidtous.
Iy Lhaa this cxnker «f melfishnens (the
Waluepring of which fa the love of
money, the root of al) evil) enten jtoaif
8t the Lamrt of the American Nation,
that the Precattionsry mjonction of
deBernan, “Etercal vigllsnce fe the
Price of fiberty,” 14 practically ni).
We belicve that there lios inherant in
the aAmarican Pecple » epirit of inde-
Peadence, which (f a7 slontly aroused
UL etrike agatn 1w the Fronnd thet
*abtiy foe of litmeyy, taaation without
Fepresantation, which fa brouming wo

The good citized who bue fowt all
falth jo #xpecting any representation,
wnd the indepeadanta sud minor per.
Ues who are withont a0y reprosen-
tation, wuat unite and set an example
in Lac County by puttiog « full sleket
du the tald to be un egeal terms fur
szlootion by Lhe slectors on the day of
genernl 81ection 5T, Ruaa Wallacr,

The oljectiun nrged by the Damo-
erstic Connty Chslrman that the Exto-
T0 alectors vole me & unit, lueds ua to
tho Queetion: 1f ft4e WIong £0 vole xa
& anit, how shonld a precinct split
ftx vote, and whst proportion shonld
£080 sach cendidete? We gre perhape
sowewhat ull on the ethios of sorrect
TOUBE, and earnesily sesk ealighten-
went. Lat the worthy Chalrman an.
swex, )

THR AXERICAX EAGLY raxy bo found
on axle sach wesk st W, W. Btonea's.
Rewa and jewelry store (Washbarn'e
old atand), Fort Myers, ¥r, Gtone lx
ulao authurized 1o take suboeriptions,

We are plessed 1o anpounee the
advent ip thiz section of the £Tost Lo
Gaunty Democratic Clrous. They wilt
perform durfug the antire heatled form,
termiuating the semson’s ehgRgament
in November, Thie clreus, widle o
cue-ring eflaly, noverthaloss hox meny
marvelous attractions, chief Aoty
which t« the parformanoce of sJack" shs
ovlebrated Democratic’ trick doukey,
nudor the able mensgement of hiy
trainer, Herr lesnch. o elover ix thiy
wonderta! Iftile animal that po one
bas yet been fonnd who coutd ride him
without fall cousent of nix trainer, the
loast xigu from whom servee to L]
the unfortunste rider sprawling tn dhe
dust, N

sIeak” aleo, under the ‘exosdlant {n.
struction of his mustar, has loaried 1o
spell {n & wondrous manner. Thishe
socomplishes by menipulating snd ar.
raaging Httle pleces of priniet paper
{n such menver as to spell the deatred
word, Waile hie performenoce i oon-
fined mxinly Lo words of the primacy

“HIiS MASTER'S VOICE™

- Aoother One Naljed
Eatero, Fla, Jopa 11, 1908,
In repir to the article of «Demovret”
in last torna of The Tropical Brecee we
wish 40 make the following siatoment:
Ho says, regarding the throwing oot
of theEstero vote, A oatvass of thia

- precinet afiowr pot one dissenting

volos oulaide the Koreshan Tnity,"
This we deny. If he bas mads spch &
canvaas of Estero precinat we are an-
®wrs of it. We are goelified voters
sod not members of the Koreshan
Unity. Signed: J. H. Cockrain, ¥.
Gomer, 7. Wateon, P. Schaver,e Jox.
Hetoer, X
Eatoro, Fla., June,12, 1406,

I hereby certify she mbove to bea

troe copy’ of the origlnal d

Trx Guzar Lex Covkry Desmockaric Cmrcrs

chn,hqnm&he‘huwdhr-m,v

Who is the Ananizs?

Mr. W. K, Popple comen oat in s ge.

miad fu the Prone of Jdane 7, sk foliows:
Estero, Fla, dune 2, 143,
Mr PP Tanucs, =
Laitar Fort Myers Preme.

beer Bir-The periy or partios who
#ater ] did pot vote for Ferker op
Bor, kth, 1, telln an anmitigated
falrelivod. aud the trutt s notin hira,
Luock xt the ofeind reoerd and yon
il see thist sleven votes wers cxal gt
Eatero outside of the Koreshan Caity,
aad Judge Parker peceived eleven
votee, vir: Frantx, Bohsaer, Laftoer,
Colller, Hall, Caole, Berber, Hefuer,

wes, Coclirane, and FPapple. I feel
that 1 am atill oo the ooixide of thia
muondane sphere, where my brado is
kapt st fta bormal by the almoat con-
¥ant norib.east mephyre. We have
00 many conxtitutionk] lawyera wha
exanot discriminste batween the gen-
ern] and (ke eleciion lawy,
hsnce contasion resulta.

Heipectully, W, g, Popple.

4210 kr, Popple not bLaving voted for
Farherbaing an aamitigeted falrnhiond
and the purty an unmitigated lisr, we
lecve tho appended stztement of wii-
pesies, under oath, to lomte the
suorce of the yeport and the chief
Apepiss. Why Mr, Popple desires to
thus sdvertise Limself an Lhe creator
20d peddler of ko unmitigstes false-
Leod xnd that the trath (e pot in him,
we chnnot tell. This we are cortain af,
we thought be win telling the truth
snd gave bim credit for good fudinent
io the matter until be suid differently
io print,

Thie salf-condemned member of thag

a E ive Coramittee, cate

tixt eleven voles were cast for Parker
outside the Korsahan Unity, and gives
the pames. Naturxlly,wewould Like to
{nquire how Mr. Popple knows hox tha
Korashane voled, and how the others
voled, when tue ballot is & socret bul-
lat, and ft in unieeful to wark or
io any way fix s beliot oo it can be
idantified. Just whet coanaction Mr.
Poppie being on the outedde of thia
mandans spbers,or north-cast saphyre
ciraulating sround i his brain-per,
have t0 do with the matier we k".c
him to explain. This we do know,
Mr, Papple was elected to membership
on this Qommi by the Korewhan

muok big words os Mdelost,” salection,
., but Lis woster admits that he
Bever can learn o opell wate, He fre-
qnnuypuunmmmnu\o
form the woed velo fnstond,

This donkey bass apocial avursion
10 the American Eagleand the Bepubli-
oan elophant, st the leaxt eight of
which be goes {nto tantrems, kdaking
and soorting 1o sroly Sezritying mag-
ner, He i of vepisterod pedigree and
&ie brey, though mocioal to thoes in
dhe ring, gratox kerahly Bpon the sars
of ontmders ax be atridextly bawle,
“abirating for power!” sabirsting for
power!” Couie one; coma all, and svo
tho marvelous xtunta.

sent bo The Trupical Brecre for publi-
oution, -
[} 1 4. H, Andrews,
§ Notary Publie.
Ky vomrinssion expires Dec, 19, 16006,

BrioosaBelio, Twigge! 1bhowr you
#re bullding & new boal. Whst salor
G0 you proposs ta paint #{}

Twiaos~—Well az it fs o sall-boat, 1
think I'l petut b8 wind biae,

25

Thbe Karsaban Unity pays se a writ
snough taxet for £y or KXEY WET.—
Ob, fo7! Buch & pecenema tor dot
vounty treesary,

They vole et one tyal.—It 2 po-
ooustitutionell™ Wy will throw thetr
volar fni0 the waste baskst!

e ———
“Thers ia slways roce: 6t the top™
We think =0 too, tut we wor't Den-
tion kxybody’s nama.

Yoie, tust the matter of throwing ont
the xaid yots was tp before the Com-
mities, and it was decided to Az up™
&3 osth o0 the RKoreshans oould not
wvoie, Mr. Popple seid nothing to xny
of the Eoreahans, (his ooustituency)
to enlighten them in ary wuy, nor
constlied with tham $0 fird out their
wishes in yogard 4o the matter. When
charged with fnfidelity to his sonrtitu-
ents he aeid, «I don't tall teies out
of school.”

Atior reading carstully the cubjainad
amdavit, it will ba o order for Mr,
FPopple to step down and oat, and give
same olber momber of Lhat Oomxfttca
» aliance L0 come S0 the front.

Eollin W. Gray, cn osth, before e
wotary public, deposos and sxyx:

On May 1oth, TWE, ebertly afiar the
diopec hour, I met Mr. Poppls at the
Roroabas siore. He abook Lawds with
e and began %0 apologine for the way
be spoke to Mr. Walleoe axd mysel!
the night of the aleotion &t the polle,
when be Kad satd, squst wall, the voie
may be thrown ont yet.” { salmd ki

(Continund ou Third Pagey
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sssociation lasted only four weeks and then he went to work for the

,1nghémpton Daily Republican as a printer's  devil and general errand

oy for $1.50 pex week. His work consisted mainly of sweeping up the

i"—-type that had been spilled on the floor——and running exrrands.

|
|
J

i
{
i
i

ow to be a Linotype operator.

In the 1880's, the exact date is not known, Andrews' father sold

his practice and moved to Chicage and joined with Teed in the publish-

Ang of The Plowshare and Pruning Hook. 2Andrews himself wentzto-wbrk

ltor The Guiding Star Publishing House.7
In 1894 Andrews suffered a period of bad health and decided to move
,'Estero to jdin some of the Koreshans that were already’pioneering

'the area. - He remained as a “pioneer" for five years, helping to

nsisted of rowing a skiff containing the mail and supplies from Estero

land (now the city of Fort Myers Beach) across the bay and up the

‘6Andrews, Eagle, January 22, 1948.

Ibid.
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=y to Estero each day, fished and gathered oysters to supplant the

is a concave sphere. The experiment took place on land donated

terson of the Louisville Courier Journal. Two other members of the

’Y party were Lﬁcius M. and Harrison Boomer, members of the Kore—
®fon Unity and also owners of the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New Yoa:k.9
:After five years Andrews' evesight began fo fail and he was sent
¢k to Chicago, but plans were being made to move the entire member-
ip and the printing plant to Florida sincg high rents, coal bills and
étor bills for illnesses caused by the climate, were using up all the
fy's income. Some of the.ChicagO'peopieAbegan to move down iﬁ 190210
i{d on November 17, 1903, the remainder of the Chicago group left for
?ida along with tﬁe printing plant. Fifteen .railroad cars were re-
guired to carry the eqﬁipment and baggage. This was off—loaded onto
a;gés and lighters at Punta Gorda, then the southern terminus of the
road in Florida. The eguipment was at first placed in storage in

ds at the mouth.of the Estero River.ll

The print shop site was cleared of brush and palmettos,

lumber cut in our sawmill and buildings constructed. A small
.lighter was then built for transporting machinery and equip-

 8AndIews} Yank, pp. 7-27.
9. . .
~Ibid., pp. 29-33.

0. .

"Ibld-r PP' 36"38.

1Andrews, Eagle, Januaxry 22, 1948.
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‘ment across the mud flats in the bay and up the river. ILit-—
tle by 11ttle, the eguippent was brought up and ﬁnstalled, and
at Length we had a prlnt shop ready to operate.

Thus the Koreshans found themselves singularly well-equipped to

. During the democratlc [51c] primary of 1906 we got tangled
up. w1th the local pollt1c1ans who resented a bunch of ‘'d---
vankees' coming down to vote in their primary, being especi-
ally incensed by the fact that we voted as a unit, which in
those days of sparse population sometimes had its influence

in the nomination of county officials. On the day of the pri-
election Estero voters were informed that they were re-
quired before voting to sign an oath to the efFect that they
had voted the democratlc [SlC] ticket, national, state and
county, at the previous general election. Those who hadAbeen
in Estero at the preceeding election had voted the entire
democratic [51c] ticket, with the one exception of the pre-
sidential nominee, Theodore Roosevelt, whom they cons;dered

a man greater than party affiliations. Those voters who had.
come to Estero since had naturally not been here to vote the
state and county ticket of the Democratlc Party. And so they
got us, "A comin' and a gw1ne, as the saylng is, '

Nevextheless, we voted under protest but our Estero vote
was thrown out by the Fort Myers politicians -in the subsequent
official count. 'With no other party ticket in an overwhelm-
'ingly democratic [Eig]fleld, it was tantamount to disenfran-
chisement, leaving bonafide re51dents w1th no voice in the
election of those who were to levy- and ‘collect their taxes,
and naturally we.. Were furlous.

: The then weekly Fort Myers Press, at the time owued and
‘edited by a man of Hebrew lineage named Isaacs, began the cir-
ulation of slanderous stories about the Estero colony which
ve had no voice in refuting. BAn indignation meeting was held
in which the necessity was stressed:of striking back at our
raducer. With our citizen's rights assailed and with a well
quipped print shop at our command, it was decided to publish
an'independent weekly paper, and what. could have been more )
ppropriate than.to christen it The American Eagle? Although

2AndreWs; Eagie, January 22, 1948.
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I had sbsolutely. nothing to do with the naming of this paper,
it has often struck me as a coincidence that way back in my
- school days it was The Eagle that infldenced me to a subse-
( " gdent  long journal;stlc career with a paper of that same name.

At that Estero indignation meeting arose the question
as. to who was to edit the new paper, and much to my consterna-
tion, the job was wished on te me, who though a printer by
. trade, had never written a line for publication. A timid
.guy at the time who would rather run than fight, I was soon
precipitated into & hot political battle where I had to stand
‘my ground from attack from all directions .13 .

; * From thatiéoint on, Andrews ‘did plunge into battle, with Isaacs,

|
|
i
i

th»other.politipians about the State, and finally'with menbers of the

One historian of the Unity says, "Teed planned the layout and

apéroach'was'véry erudite. Andrews wrote the columns and believed

h@t attacks.

Andrews was a fightér—¥the merbers never knew what to
w14

.—cf next.

’Vblume‘one,iNu@ber one, of The American Eagle appeared on June 7

The first edition gave note that this was to be no ordinary
ountry weekly. This writer has had some experience in researching

ly weekly newépapers of Florida and the craftmanship, typography and'

gn of the,Eagle~are far superior'tq any others of the period'he has

The Eagle was not prlnted on commoen newsprint, but on sixty to seven-

‘-ouna book—quallty paper. The'handsgt type was-justified with a sym-

~not acéompliShed with many of the mechanical typesetters in use

L Y. The first edition.ran fduﬁ pages..and measured eléven'by seven-—

inches. The front page was diVidea.into four thirteen pica columns;

Je:two, the editorial<page, was set in three seventeen pica columns.

3Andrews, Eagle, Jahuary 22, 1948..

Midhel}:lnterﬁiew, June 25, 1970.



]
|
|
i

3
i
i
i
i

- g

Zisrin g

. oo e

L Zi i
T

30

page three, the jump page, was again set in four thirteen pica columns.

. page rfqur was divided into four columns, the two inner columns being

cet with body type and the twe marginal columns reserved for advertis-
ing. Each column was thirteen picas wide. In the first issue all the
sdvertising appeared in these two columns on the last page. The twenty-

four ads in the first issue were all "business cards," one thirteen

v

‘pica column wide and fifteen agate lines deep. One interesting note

was that each ad was set in a different type, ranging from steelplate
Gothic shaded, to some that appeared to be based on Gexman script.
"It locked like a catalog of early type styles," .one expert on typography
has\said.l The nameplate was set in a bold-face version of seventy-
two point Caslon and the main front page heads’were thirty point extra
condensed sans serif. Cutline heads and smaller item heads were four-
teen to eighteen point Caslon bold.

The authox lived in Lee County, home of the Eagle, from 1937 to
1962, and during this time, became acquainted with who the old families
in town were, who occupied positions of power from a financial stand-

point, and who were considered the community leaders. Of these first

twenty-four ads, eleven were placed by persons who would fall into the

“above categories. These and other community leaders continued to ad-
" vertise in the Eagle for many years, which leads the author to assume
that while some of the politicos of the time may have considered the

- Koreshans "damn Yankees," they were accepted and enjoyed a position of

respect in other parts of the community.

lSProf. Charles G. Weliborn, Jr., Personal interview, July 6, 1970.

"Prof. Wellborn, an expert on typograprhy at the University of Florida,
- examined copies of the Eagle and verified the paper guality and type

Styles and sizes for the author.
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The first edition of the Eagle carried two political cartoons. One

. en the front'page,}centerfold, was two columns by three—and-one-half

. inches. The other, the same size, was on page three, just above the

centerfold. Both were very well drawn and engraved with no evidence

of amateurishness. Of course both were aimed at the county Democratic

- Committee. The one on the front page pictured Isaacs as a schoolmaster

\

teaching a pupil to spell “vote," "veto."

An unsigned "brief" buried on the jump page described the mechani-

ﬁ; cal aspects of the Eagle:

The American Eagle is published further south than any
paper on the west coast of Florida. Notwithstanding this
fact, the office is one of the best eguipped in the state,
having a well-stocked type room and the most modern machinery
cbtainable. The press room contains three cylinder presses,
three job presses, two power paper cutters, two folders,

[book and news], a wire stitcher, nurmbering machine, bundling
press, and roller casting outfit.

The Eagle is almost entirely our own product--even the
headlines [soon to appear), cartoons and part of the actual

engraving, are the product of our own artists. The type is also

entirely set in.this office, there being no plate matter in

E the publication. Altogether, we believe it will be guite an

- original paper.

Most of the content of the first Eagle was political; the lead ed-

itorial of the first issue set the tone:

OUR INITIAL SCREAM

As heat is one of the necessary factors in incubation,
so from out of the heat of the recent political strife has
been hatched The American Eagle, full-fledged and strong of
beak. His flight is lofty,--no place, though high, escapes
his keen, far-seeing eye. From time immemorial the eagle
has been the symbol of liberty from the thraldom of the
oppressor's yoke, therefore The American Eagle--friend of
the downtrodden and oppressed--is an adversary to be reckoned

with by those who "are thirsting for power" and dominion
over others.

-~

Neither Andrews nor Teed, who wrote some of the editorials and signed

“ them Koresh, hesitated to directly attack Isaacs at every opportunity.
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Teed referred to him as, "Judge (and Jew-xy)," and, ”Fill—up Isaacs!

. . A 16
Name implies a vacancy somewhere, does it not?"

e e

In the first issue general news was carried in a wrap-up colimn

bt

on the back page, entitled, "The Week's News Bociled Down." This was to

N He L

become a regular feature of the Eagle, and the following week the column
got a signature which consisted of a picture of a black iron wash pot
bubbling away ¢ver an open fire, a "sig" that is still in use today.

" The column is a true condensation of international, national, state and

" local news, with a descriptive sentence or two devoted to each item.

The second paragraph of ‘the first editorial proclaimed, “The muck

rakevis abroad in the land," and the first item in the Wrap-up read,

. "Upten Sinclair urges President Roosevelt to make public the investiga-
?icns concerning the Chicago meatpacker's industry." In the fourth
issue, the Eagle favorably reviewed The Jungle, Sinclair's ekpose of
the meétpacking industry, and each of the early issues made some mention
of the issue, and thus the Eagle joined the ranks of the other muck-

rakers who made journalistic history by attacking the deploxable con-

ditions then prevalent in the meatpacking industry.

The only real reference to Koreshan beliefs other than political

s R 2 et

in the early Eagle was the motto, "Riches and Poverty Cease When The

Commonwealth Comes," that ran just under the nameplate.
Teed made good his promise of "headings" when in the fourth issue
the nameplate was chariged from seventy-two point Caslon to an artwork

Sscript style that is still in use. Another exciting (for the time)

16Eagle, June 7, 1°206.
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innovation in issue number four, was the use of color.

»
v

The usual politi-

cal cdrtoon was used centerfold on page one, but it was printed over the
drab green silhouette of an eagle with outstretched wings.

On August 23, 1906, the Eagle went "up" to six "pages." The general
content and forxmat of the Eagle remained the same but a supplement mea-
suring eight and a half by ten inches was stuffed inside. The front

carried a miniature of the Eagle nameplate at the top and reprinted the

Florida election laws. The reverse carried the platform of the Progres-—

sive Liberty Party which the Koreshans had espoused. Gradually over the

next few months the Eagle grew. The small supplement became full page
size, at first printed on just one side, but within a short time, on
both sides. For the next few years, format changes were éraduél, the
most marked being an increase in advertising, both in number of ads and-

in size. The first display ads began to appear, most of which were one

column by four inches.

In addition to Isaacs and the meatpackers, the Eagle also took up
the cause of the local fishermen during the summer of 1907. Commercial
fishing was for many vears a mainstay of the economy of the area and
many of the Koreshans and other residents of Estero depended on fishing
for their livelihood. The local fishermen who fished from skiffs used
one or two nets té gather the mulleﬁ that constituted the major portion
of their catch. But, big fish companies from North Carolina learned
of the rich fishing grounds and sent down forty-two man crews that used
ten large nets linked together. Any fish in the school that escaped
the large nets were too scattered for the local fishermen with their
smallexr nets, to catch. The Eég;g_demanded that the State should.enact

a non-resident tax on out-of-state fishermen to limit the practice, and

¢ e s s e b AT
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eventually this law was placed on the books.

The repeated and often vitriolic attacks on Isaacs were successful,

for just three months after the Eagle began publication it announced

editorially:

lost

died.

We have been informed that local democracy contemplates
letting down the bars in 1908, throwing open the primaries
to democrats, republicans, soclalists, prohibitionists and
all who may apply.18 Whereas last vear the primary was a
very exclusive affair and no one was allowed to participate
therein unless his grandfather voted for Thomas Jefferson,
the coming primary will be free for Tom, Dick or Harry.

The reason for this generosity is not difficult to
comprehend. It is merely the fact that competition has
entered into Lee County politics. So long as one party
dominates the county things are carried out with a high
hand and the primaries are very exclusive, but with the
advent of a competing party barriers are broken down, ex-—
clusiveness vanishes and the glad hand is extended to all
in the wild scramble for patronage.

The Eagle had won. Isaacs sold his paper and left town.19

But Isaacs was just one adversary for the Eagle to deal with. It
no time in finding, and besting, another.

It was in the fall of 1907 that the Eagle tock up the
fight for equitable taxation on the wild lands of Lee County,
showing that the small resident landowners were paying three-
fifths of the taxes, while the big non-resident land companies
owning four-fifths of the land were getting by with ridicu-
lously small tax payments.in proportion to their holdings.
This brought on some argument with Walter Langford, land
company. agent, but the exposure resulted ultlmately in wild
.land [tax] assessments.20

The Unity suffered a setback, when on December 22, 1908, Dr. Teed

There are several accounts extant of how Dr. Teed met his death.

17Andrews, Yank, pp. 45-47.

laAndréws seldom capitalized the names of pelitical parties.

195agle, september 12, 1907.

20andrews, Yank, p. 47.
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. Mrs. Ridgely, in her article on the Koreshans said that Teed had ex-

hausted thimself on a long lecture tour and died soon after returning

] . . , . .
to Estero.z‘ R.S. Berry, vwho lived at the Unity for a time while writ-

ing a master's thesis on the economics of the Unity, and claimed to have

"gotten his information from L.W. Bubbett, editor of The Flaming Sword,

and later editor of the Eagle, hinted that Teed died as a result of
- . 22 N
injuries received at the hands of a lynch mob. Zndrews, in his auto-

biography, said that Teed died following "“some months of suffering from

w23

acute neuritis. Still another account said that Teed died as a result

of injuries received when he was struck on the head by the Fort Myers

. 4
town,marshal, a man named Sanchez, but that this was never proven.z‘

Except at the end of Andrews' tenure as editor, the pages of the

Eagle were not used to discuss the internal problemé of the Unity, so

the exact cause of Dr. Teed's death may never be discovered, but it is
gquite probable that the crusading journalism of the Eagle did not endear
Dr. Teed to all. He was buried in a concrete vault built on the tip of

Estero Island, but it was later washed away by a tropical storm.2>

The death of Teed did spell trouble for the Koreshans. For one
1% _ thing, it was learned after Teed's death that he had cosigned a mortgage

for a friend who purchased a large woodworking plant in another state.

i Eelje Scriven Ridgely, “The Park the Koreshans Gave," manuscript

: 21;
\ written for the St. Petersburg Times, but never published, n.d., p. 9.

22R.S. Bérry, The Koreshan Unity: An Economic History of a Commun-

]E istic Experiment in Florida (Master's thesis, University of Florida, 1528),
p. 18.

; ; 2°Andzews, Yank, p- 47. «

4 . .
2‘M1chel, Interview, June 26, 1970.

2SAndrews, Yank, p. 47.
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i The plant failed and the resulting debt was passed down to the members

of the coxporation. Many of the members feared the encumbrance would

bankrupt them, so thgy left, but those that remained paid off the debt

and eventually acguired a valuable tract of land from theAdeal.26
Another problem arose when Victoria, who had been Teed's feminine

companion and counterpart in the Unity, suddenly left her position of

1

authority, married a dentist, and moved away.27

This caused another
alarm among those rewmaining for some thought sﬁe had.controi of all the
remaining assets. 2Although reduced in numbers, the colony remained.
When the initial political battle had been won, Andrews had begun
to, concentrate more on local news, there still not being a daily news-
papexr in the county. He advertised for local correspondents and soon
had a dozen, scattered about the small settlements of Lee County, chron-
icling the events of their neighborhoods. 2ndrews' favorite was C.G.
McKinney, "a whimsical old pioneexr" who lived on Chokoloskee Island,
the southernmost settlement on the West Coast of Florida, an area still
frontier and unhampered by too much law and order. McKinney wrote under
the pen name of "Progress" énd Andrews later said, "His local items were
so full cf guaint local humor that they were frequently copied by other
state papers, which led to my awarding him the distinction of the man
who put the chuckle in Chokoloskee."28 The following are samples of

Progress columns ca. 1908-09.

Tomorrow is our preaching day. It isvlikely that the
deacon and the steward will both be here, and possibly there

26pndrews, Yank, p. 4%

27piagely, park, p. 1l.

28andrews, Yank, pp. 44-45.
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will be some chance for our preacher to get up some of the
root of evil and lug it off with him. He is trying to destroy

evil, I understand, and if he gets the root of it first I
‘think that is the right start.

We have a lot of moonshine among us now. One of the
. teams went up the river last Monday with a load of barrels
and syrup, so we think the prospects are pretty good.

I see the Lee County folks are agitating the county
hospital again. I don't see how we folks on the island can
get anything out of it from the fact that we never get sick.
One of our poor fishermen went to Key West a few days ago.
The M.D.'s got hold of him and told him that he had appendi-
citis and wanted $200. to open him up. Of course, this is
not a poor man's disease, but I think the doctors found out
that the boy had some relatives that had the dough.29

We have lots of booze, moonshine and red liguor. Some
of the team gets drunk everyday. Yesterday they had a racket
and one of our best moonshiners get cut up and blood flowed
very freely, and the ones that were able tock him up to

Everglade to get his hide patched up so it would not leak
so bad.

We are getting along fine; have plenty of booze and
evervthing. We don't want any sheriffs nor anything. If we
need anything it is more booze and more of the devil's dis-

ciples to drink it, and bigger knives and more pistols and
guns .

Ki '4 h It was a pilano that brought about the first major content change

\% fi  of the Eagle. During the summer of 1909, Andrews won a piano in an ad-
vertising contest sponsored by a Jacksonville music store. He had no
Ki #  need for it since there were already several at the Unity. The Koreshans

had all been musicians and one of their first acts on arriving had been

to establish a symphony orchestra and music was one of the subjects

11 ‘  taught at the College of Life. Not needing the piano, Andrews decided

) to use it in a contest of his own. He offered it as a prize to the young
[ :

29Andrews, Yank, pp. 4g~45.

e
Orbia. ., p. 138.




by I E T

.'" b1t} m. oAb 4 ”‘3. V.A. 1B = s

BT

¢ T L A S8

B

38

lady who obtained the most new subscriptions to the Eagle. One enter-

pr151ng girl toured the entire county and soon new subscriptions came

pouring in "by the hundreds,” but, after the initiazl period most of

these dropped off again, because, "they had only subscribed to help some

friend and not from an interest in the paper." After that, Andrews

decided the best way to increase circulation was on the merits of the

3
paper itself. 1

The "pianp contest" did attract the attention of two pProminent

Fort Myers citizens, H.E. Heitman, a merchant and J.E. Foxworthy, owner

of the Lee County Bank. Both wére of old-line ILee County families and

both were advertisers in the Eagle. They called Andrews to Fort Myers

and tried to interest him in starting a daily paper in Fort Myers, but
he declined saying, "Gentlemen,

know of any surer method of slow suicide than running a small town dailv

. 32 .
paper. No thank you." This refusal seems to bear out a later comment

made about Andrews, one to the effect that he liked to spend his time

roaming about the countryside gathering plants and talking to people,

and that the one day a week he spent in the Fagle office writing his

editorials and columns he referred to as 33

‘my day in jail."
The merchants of Fort Myers were not to be put off however, in their
V4 P

desire for a more frequent publication. In 1911 the Fort Myers Press

became a daily, and this left the Eagle in the position of trying to

31Andrews, Yank, p. 57.

321pia.

-t

33Michel, Interview, June 25, 1970.

I want to live a while longer &nd I don't




compete newswise with a daily paper published in the county seat. Andrews,
(and mo§t probebly the Board of Directoxs of the Unity, altﬁough he did
not'menﬁion them in his autobiography) decided to specialize and make.

the Eagle into a horticultural paper.34 This change was gradual and at
first, technically the Eagle could have been called as much agricultural

as horticultural for it did not really gain note as a horticultural

f‘journal until 1921.3°

!
|
i
]

On its fifth birthday, June 6, 1912, the Eagle celebrated by chang-

iﬁg the color of its nameplate from black to red and the motto to,

"Screams for Lee County in Particular and Florida in General." For

several years the Eagle had been an eight page paper and the use of high

5

guality half-tone engravings was comuon.

The first page was still in four columns. The lead column on the

left was usually the main story of the week and most usually was on an

agricultural or horticultural topic. It was wrapped out from under the
single column head and continued in columns two and three. The two

o inner columns were broken by a three—and-a-half inch cut just above

centerfold, the position formerly occupied by the political cartoon.

]% ' The cut was usually a line drawing, a map, or di%gram dealing with the

| . geography of the county or Florida and tied into the main story although
\j - Sometimes a half—tone was used. It was never wild art. The right mar-
\i ' ginal column was signed "Topics of Interest" and was a general news

wrap-up of the week's events.

34Andrews, Yank, p. 63.

3,§ 3 35Michel, Letter, July X, 1970.
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Page two continued as the editorial page. It was still set in three
célumns,and usually in type two points smaller than the rest of the body

' type, which was twelve point Century Book. The masthead appeared at the

top of the left column and included subscription information and a re-

guest for correspondents. The remainder of the column was editorial

1"

one or two pungent sentences or Biblical guotes aimed at cur-

'

2 rent affairs. The editorials, both Andrews' and "trade" items from

"briefs,

other papers ran in the second two columns which at times included let-

g ters to the editor, poems and a short joke or two. In the issues ex~—

i amined, most of the letters to the editor were queries about horticul-

tural subjects. Page three was the jump page. In addition to stories

jumped from page one it also carried a cartoon or map centerfold, and

if the jumps did not occupy all the four columns there would be a poem

‘at the top of column four and short items or brights interspersed on

the page without heads.

\E . The other pages carried the ads, still in the marginal columns,

{% the other news wrap-up, "The Week's News Boiled Down," and letters from
Q the area correspondents.

Xi e Several other factors influencing the change to hortiéultural spe-
- cialization were that Andrews professed a life-long inferest in plants
L . and growin§Athings as a hobby,36 (although this was disputed by a later
1 % editor who claimed he never turned a shovelful of earth in his life),37

the fact that horticulture had been one of the earliest endeavors of

2
“6Andrews, Yank, p. 63

7 ' - :
3'\Michel, Letter, July 15, 1970.
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of the colony and they had begun building a botanical garden almost as
‘soon as they‘arrived and for years had been importing tropical seeds
and plants from all over the world, and that in Florida at that time
there was a growing interest in agriculture as the land opened up and

became more accessible and farmers learned of the fertile soil avail-

able and the favorable growing seasons .8

s

The change did not mean that the Eagle abandoned its crusading,
however. It still kept a sharp eye on politicians, both state and local,
"and did not hesitate to speak out for what it thought was right.

It did not always win, as was the case in "The Great Courthouse
Battle," but at least it exposed political machinations to the light
‘of public opinion. In the courthouse dispute, Andrews ran figuratively
and literally head-on into Capt. W.H. Towles, who had apparently assumed
Isaacs' position of political power in Lee County. Andrews described
him thus:

One of the most picturesque characters of pioneer Fort

Myers was Captain W.H. Towles, a cattleman of heroic build

and despotic manner who dominated successively the town coun-

cil and board of county commissioners, to each of which he

belonged for several years. A man of varying moods and im-

pulses, he was known to have done many kindly acts for the

relieffof impoverished crackers and negroes, [sic] and on

the other hand there was no length to which he would not go

to-get even with someone whom he disliked.

In 1913 Towles, then on the County Commission, began to push for a

referendim for a bond issue to raise money to build a new, $100,000

courthouse. According to Andrews, the existing frame courthouse, valued

38Michel, Interview, June 26, 1970.

-

39Andrews, Yank, p. 20.
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% at $30,000, was old but adegquate. Since there were no paved roads in the

county @t that time, m%ny of the rural residents, including the ones at
. Estero, considered roads a greater need than a new courthouse. On
&£ pecember 11, the Eagle ran an editorial condemning the courthouse plan
in no uncértain tgrms. On Friday, Januvary 20, 1914, Andrews went to
. Port Myers and Towles spotted him getting out of his buggy ana rushed
over, struck him in the face, breaking his glasses and began to beat him.
. Andrews did not attempt to defend himself, but t&ied to escape from the
larger man, Qho apparently gave him a good beating. Andrews had Towles
%jarrested, but dropped the charges when he learﬁed Towles had witnesses
:. vho were prepared to swear Andrews struck the first blow. The Eagle
continued to editorialize for rqad construction and against the court- -
house, and applied to the circuit court for an injunction against the
commissioners to stop them from building the courthouse. Towles then
engineered a magnificent political coup. The Eagle asked for the injunc-
tion on a Friday, and the court to which it applied was not located in
" Fort Myers, but Lakeland or Tampa, (the account is not specific) .
Towles toock advantage of this and called a special meeting of thg com—
mission for Saturday morning and by a 3-2 vote decided to build a new
‘courthouse. Immediately after the vote was taken, Towles' cowhands,
“ who had been fwaiting in the wings," rushed on the frame courthouse and
tore it to the ground.
Whén the messenger arrived with the injunction on Menday morning,

it was too late, Iee County did not have a courthouse. The commission
then exercised a vague and seldom used Florida statute that authorized

-

county commissions to proceed without referendum in the construction
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of county courthouses, "in the event of emergencies."

As part of the new role of horticultural journal of the Eagle,

»
v

Andrews began to spend most of his time away from Estero, traveling

about the state collecting plants, talking to botanists and hurserymen

and trying to attract advertisers and subscribers. This began to cause

some friction at the Unity for there was a feeling, that was to grow

)

over the years, that Andrews was promoting himself, not the Eagle, and

leaving others to do all the work.4l On one of his early journeys,

~ however, 2ndrews did take steps to "automate" the Eagle. For years the

Unity had wanted a Linotype machine to replace the tedious task of

handsetting all the type. But the only one on the market in the early

A\

days was expensive and the manufacturer wanted cash. On a trip to

Punta Gorda in 1914 Andrews stopped by the office of the Punta Gorda
Herald and there saw the Harris Intertype, a machine bulilt when the

original Merganthaler Linotype patents expired, and which was offered

for sale on extended credit terms. One was purXchased by the Eagle in

time for the first issue of 1915 to be printed on type set by it, and

4
. thus the handset era came to an end.‘2

A new feature was added to the Eagle during these yeafs. Page

seven, a four column page, began to rumn small display ads in the mar-—

ginal columns, and the two center columns were signed "Lee County Di-

rectory," with an artwork head and a sig of a lithographed eagle point-

4OAnd:rews, Yarnk, p. 63.

41Michel, Interview, June 25, 1970.

42Andxews, Yank, p. €9. ~
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4 ‘E. ing to it. The directory listed churches, transportation schedules, and

other items of interest and need to newconers to the area.

»
L

1915 also saw other recognition come to the Eagle. Andrews went to

the state convention of the Florida Press Association to represent the

. R . 43
Eagle and won a silver cup for the best coverage of the Miami-held meeting.

In 1916 Andrews became "mcobilized" and really began to travel to

}

gather material for pages of the Eagle and plants and cuttings for the

| ' - Koreshan Gardens. For $250 he purchased a Model T Foxrd from the local

» sheriff. It was a versatile vehicle that he dubbed his "Seagoing Ford"

because it could easily be set across the prow of a steamboat or ferry

g e a8 S

' . 4
and taken where there were no roads or brldges.4

"\

This was the "Good Roads" era of Florida journalism and Andrews

took part in mény expeditions and the Eagle printed these in an effort

to draw attention to the need for a state-wide network of good roads.

He and the sheriff, Frank Tippens, and the Seminole Indian Agent,

W. Stanley Hanson, made one of the first crossings of the Everglades—-

from La Belle to beyend Immokalee--to prove that the area could be opened

to motor traffic.45

[ . The items that Andrews garnered on these wide-ranging forays made

the Eagle interesting reading, even for those not with a primary inter-

- ALK

est in horticulture. B2Among these was a visit to Lue Gim Gong, at Deland.

Lue was a horticultral wizard, according to Andrews. Born in China,

43Andrews, Yank, pp. 66-67.

441pi4d., p. 71.

451bid., pp. 98-106. =
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he had come to America as a boy and worked for a wealthy Massachusetts
family. onn their death he inherited a small plot of land in Florida.

He moved down and began to experiment with hybridizing oranges. After

a number of years he did develop a new variety of orange that was blight
and freeze resistant and which he named after himself. A nursery company

promised him a rovalty of ten per cent for his patent and sold thousands

of the trees to growers all over Florida, but all the old Chinese ever

. 4
received was $200.‘6

Znother interesting account was when Andrews visited Capt. J.H.

Doxsee and his clam canning plant and clam dredge at Marco Island. There

is a huge clam "bar" that extends for miles parallel to the scuth Florida
5

coast from near Marco to Lostman's River. By 1919 Capt. Doxsee had built

a huge dredge to gather the particularly large and succulent clams that

came from the area. “~Canned whole clams, minced clams and bottled clam

juice were sold nationwide under the Doxsee label. They are still avail-

able, but the tradename now belongs to a northern firm. This account

was particularly interesting to the author, for he has long been a close

friend of Henry Doxsee, the Captain's grandson, and in 1948 spent the

summer working on this very same dredge, which was destroyed in a hur-

. . 4
ricane the following summer. 7

The Eagle still continued to champion causes it thought right, but

with varying success. In 1921 Andrews became friends with a chiropractor

(who was not identified by name in the account) who felt he was "getting

46Eagle, 2pril 11, 1918.

-t

47 pandrews, Yank, pp. 111-113.
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“the run around" from the Florida Board of Examiners in obtaining a license

to practice. He was either "too early" or "too late" to apply, or the

Board managed to find some other technicality to refuse him. The Eagle

took up his fight editorially, and called on Governor Sidney Catts (whom
“the Eagle had supported during his campaign} to investigate the Board.

Catts did so and suspended two members of the Board and the doctor re-

‘ceived his license to practice. However, Florida politics in those days
were seldom forgiving. A new governor came into office at the next
election. The old board merbers were reinstated and the doctor was promptly

arrested for practicing without a "valid" license. Apparently the Eagle

decided to let the matter drop at that point because it was not menticned

again.48

Andrews did not stick entirely to the plan of putting out a horti-
cultural journal, for in his travels about the state he accumulated many
items of historical and general interest which he presented along with

accounts of his visits to nursexymen, botanists and horticulturists.

Readers were kept informed of horticultural progress in Florida and the

Eagle was considered a journal for the dissemination of horticultural

news; but the Eagle also kept up the agitation for good roads in Florida.
and rYeaders were treated to lively and colorful accounts of Andrews'
Visits to Silver Springs, the Ross Allen Reptile Institute, the Ringling
Museum, Cape Canaveral (then of interest because of its early Spanish
history and the proximity of a second Koreshan settlement), the Fairchild

Botanical Gardens in Miami, the McKee Jungle Gardens, Key West, Salt

48Andrews, Yank, p. 133.
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spiings [not the one near Ocalé, but a mineral spring near Venice, noted
since ﬁhe days of Caloosa Indians for its therapeutic effects and now
commercially developed as Warm Mineral Springs], the Chinsegut Cattle
Experiment Station near Brooksville, and a fig-growing project at Talla-
hassee.49

During these wanderings Andrews reported, he brought back many
plant specimens which he said he planted at Estero. But, it was more

likely that the actual planting and growing was left up to the Koreshan

gardener, a Norwegian named Theodore Naselius, "who was the best trop-

. . . 50
ical plantsman the Unity ever had, but who never took care of anything."

.
&Y

4
‘9Andrews,_Yank, pPp. 88-97.

5OMichel, Letter, July 15, 1970.




CHAPTER FOUR

THE NEHRLING YEARS AND THE ECLIPSE OF ANDREWS

N \

The transition to a horticultural journal was completed in 1921 when
the Eagle began to publish the writings of Dr. Henry Neh:cling,l but it
.+ was not until May 9, 1946, that the motto was dropped from the nameplate

and it was altered to read, The American Eagle and Horticultural Review.

. Dr. Nehrling, who was called the "saviour of the Eagle" because of

the new subscribers and advertisers he attracted with his astute and

erudite manuscripts on tropical gardening was born in Sheboygan County,

Wisconsin, in 1853 &and graduated from Teacher's Seminary in Addison, Illinois,

in 1873. The "doctor" was an honoris causa from a European professional

society for his later scientific accomplishments.4 His first interest
was'ornitbology and he gained world-wide recognition for his studies of
birds. He traveled from Illinois to Missouri to Texas observing the
migratory patterns of native American species and supporting himself by
teaching as he moved about. He spent five years in Texas, during which

time he published several papers on birds and a two-volume illustrated

lHedwig Michel, Interview, June 26, 1970.
2

Ibid.

3Allen H. Andrews, A Yank Pioneer in Florida (Jacksonville: Douglas
Printing Company, 1950), p. 126.

4

Michel, Letter, July 1, 1270.
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work, Ouxr Native Birds of Song and Beauty, which other ornithologists

adopted as a standard reference. While working on this book he became
intereséed in tropical horticulture and began.to study plants rather than
birds. He purchased a home in Gotha, a small town near Orlando, to begin

a tropical garden in 1886, but he had been appointed curator of the Mil-
waukee Public Museum and it was several years before he could move to
Florida. He began to build his garden at Gotha, specializing in amaryllis
and fancy caladiums, and sent all over the world for specimens to complete
and extend his collection. The garden at Gotha was not the success he

had hoped for however, for it was still too far north for some of the
delicate tiopical varieties, so in 1919 he moved to Naples and set up a
new garden which soon flourished and his work attracted international
attention. But, he too was to become victimized much as Lue had been.

One day two men showed up at the garden and proposed that if he would

let them breed and.sell his plants commercially they would give him a

fine new house near Avon Park and build a huge new garden there. He agreed
and soon trucks came and took awéy his plants. He went to Avon Park and
found the house, an empty shell, but his plants were gone forever. How-
ever, he kept very minute and detailed reco:ds of his work, so in 1921 he
approached the Eagle on the piospects of publishing them.5 Andrews told
Nehrling that he could not afford to pay him, but an agreement was reached

whereby Nehrling could barter his manuscripts to the Eagle in return for

supplies from the general store operated by the Koreshans.6 From that

SAndrews, Yank, pp. 126-129.

6Michel, Leﬁter, July 1, 1970.
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] . point on Nehrling's work appeared weekly, and the Eagle flourished as a

result of his work.

Even though it was now "officially" a horticultural journal, the
Eagle did not ignore current events problems. It still agitated for good
roads, and in 1923 Andrews and several other Koreshans were in the famed
Tamiami Trail Trail?lazing Expedition. A group of pioneers, twenty-three
strong, set out in ten automobiles to cross the Everglades from Fort Myers
to Estero to Naples and then through the heart of the Everglades to Miami.
The expedition consisted of a number of Florida editors and writers, woods-

men and members of the Good Roads groups. What is today a twe-hour drive

tock the trailblazers more than three weeks. For a time they were thought

to be lost and the Miami Herald obtained a World War I German bomber to

engage in what may have been the first air~sea rescue mission. The group
1i finally made it, but only after three of the autos became hopelessly bog-
ged down and were &bandoned and the ones that were still running were so
battered that their spfings had been replaced with cypress saplings. At
{i some points the expedition progressed less.than a mile a day through the

swamp, and when the supplies ran out, the pioneers survived by eating

12 cattail roots.

B : Needless to say, this made front page copy the world over. ‘Russell
Kay, a noted Florida journalist, whose column, "Too Late to Classify,”

t 2 was carried in the Eagle for years, hired Seminole Indians as runners

| to carry out his dispatches to Naples from whence they were telegraphed

1% = to the pxess.7

| -
7Kenneth Edwin Anderson, "Florida Wewspapers and the Tamiami Trail,"
University of Florida, 1970.
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The trail was built just in time fox the peak'of the Florida land
poom. ‘While Andrews claimed he scorned the methods of the big land dealers
who made fortunes on underwater real estate he did engage in some specu-
lation on land near Estero and claimed to have made enough money to buy
the Eagle a new Linotype and the town of Estero a five kilowatt electric
generating plant.

[}

This generating plant was to provide an amusing anecdote for the

'”,Unity a few vears later. Thomas A. Edison had long maintained a wintexr

home and iéboratqry in Fort Myers. He too was interested in horticulture
and had surrounded his home there with a botanical garden, part of which
he acquired in his search for a sultable filament for the electric lamp
and his later experiments with synthetic_rubbe;. Many of the plénts he
had obtained from the Unity, and he was a frequent visitor to Estero.
One evening the Koreshans invited Mr. and Mrs. Edison to dine at the Unity,
but during the course of the meal a tropical storm came up which put the
generator out of commission, so the inventor of the electric light was
forced to finish his supper by candlelight.9

With Nehrling furnishing a steady flow of copy that expanded both
the advertising and the circulation list, Andrews was still.free to travel

about the state. In May, 1925, George Hosmer, editor of the Fort Myers

‘Press, talked Andrews into going to Tallahassee as a lobbyist for the

members of the press who were at that time agitating for a fence law.

Good roads were finally coming to Florida and the number of autos was

®andrevws, Yank, pp. 163-165.

-t

9pagle, June 1, 1929.
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increasing daily, but farmers were still not required to fence in their
pastures §nd accidents caused by motorists striking hogs and cattle were
increasiné at an alarming rate. Andrews accepted the assignment, but
failed in his mission (a fence law was passed several vears later)}. He
returned to Fort Myexrs a disillusioned man after he saw what he called
the "backroom" methods whereby state business was conducted at what Andrews
éalled "all-night drinking parties" instead ¢f on the floor of the legis-
lature. 10
With the stories of Nehrling's experiences and Andrews' travels the
Eagle became a recorded history of agriculture and horticulture in Florida:
the %irst successful growing of corn and cotton on an economically feasible
scalé that far south, what types of soil were available in different parts
of the state and what grew best there, the importation and growing of the
Cajeput, or “"Australian Fireproof Tree," and the subsequent use of Cajeput
bark for packing fancy oranges to be shipped north. Floridians and readers
everywhere learned of the many exotic plants and trees that could be grown

in Florida. The list of flora discussed in the pages of the Eagle would

£i1l a horticultural encyclopedia; among them were:

Rhodes grass Persimmons Chinese peaches Plums

Tangelos Strawberries Mangosteens Pineapples
Beacon grapes Papayas Governor's Plum Sapotas

King oranges Anocados Jamaica apples Rose apples
Pomegranates Zizuphus Loguats Tmbu

Grenadilla Amberella Tamarind Star apples
Carambola Soursop Cecropia Monestera deliciosa
Akee Citrus Kalpi  Jambolan Stychnos Spinosa
Figs \ Conistel Kai apples Guavas

Jackfruit Mulberry Cassava Orchids

Coffee Litchi Tung tree Bromeliads

lOAndrews; Yank, pp. &/0-174.

M1pid., pp. 49-359.
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On one of Andrews' trips he spent some time in Gainesville inspecting
the Tung plantation of H.W. Bennett; who after careful investigation, had
sold ouﬁ his New York business interests and moved to Gailnesville to plant
Tung trees. The trees, native to China, are a rich source of a very high
guality oil used in the manufacture of paint.l2 The grove and business

are still thriving today.

'
s

On December 12, 1935, the Eagle broadened its scope once more and
added a new feature, the history of early Florida. In that issue began a
long series of accounts of the very first Spanish explorers in Florida.
It was taken from the diaries of the Catholic missionaries who accompanied
the sxplorers and covered the period from 1493 to 1568. It took several
months to run, always beginning on the front page and then jumped to £ill
as much space as was available.

The next historical series began in the May 13, 1943, issue and covered
the period of the Seminole Indian Wars in Florida. vAgain, the material
was taken from whatever authenticated sources were avallaeble. On November 6,
1947, the Eagle began a series on the history of the De Soto Expedition

to Florida. This article toock until well into 1948 to complete and is

‘presently (1970) being reprinted in the Eagle. It was written by Warren

H. Wilkerson and is based on, A Concise Natural History of East and West

Florida, written by a Capt. Bernard Romans in New York in 1775, and also

on, The Travels of William Bartram, written by William Bartram in P@}la—

delphia in 1791. Bartram was a well known naturalist, and the new Life

Sciences Building, Bartram Hall, at the University of Florida is named

lendrews, Yank, p. 235.




after him. With this series the Eagle ran drawings of old maps, charts
and Sp';anish documents obtained from the Library of Congress.

The fall of 1947 saw a major change start to take place in the staff
of the Eagle. For years now, the format of the paper had been much the
same. Gradual typographical changes had taken place, such as the switch
to a condensed Franklin Gophic for front page heads that were usually one
column one or two line and often a lack of heads on inside stories, but
other than that it was much the same as it had‘been in 1811 or 1912.

But, the staff was becoming eldexrly. The Unity had not attractgd
many new or any yoﬁng members in years. The plant and office staff
consisted of seven persons, most of whom by now were in their eighties.
When in the fall of 1947, Lou Staton, who was then respons@b}e’ﬁor the
layout, became il1l1l, the membership called & meeting in November, 1947,
and decided to change the Eagle from a weekly newspaper to a monthly
horticultural magazine. As mentioned earlier, the Unity never chose to
discuss their internal affairs to any great extent in the pages of the
Eagle, but at the meetihg apparently the reason for wanting the change

was two-fold: First, the age of the staff who felt they were no longer

capable of printing both the Eagle on a weekly basis and also The Flaming

Sword, the Unity's religious publication, and secondly, the Unity's
feeling that it was bearing all the expenses of publishing the Eagle, but
receiving no income to offset the expense. How much the revenue from
advertising and circulation was and where it was going was not disclosed

and it was claimed that circulation figures were never kept. Too, it was

felt that Andrews spent too much time away from Estero, returning only

-t

once a week to write his editorials, thus leaving the rest of the staff

to do most of the work.
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Therefore, the Board proposed that the Eagle be changed to a monthly

to beipublished by a staff composed of Lawrence W. Bubbett, editor of The

Flaming Sword; Miss Hedwig Michel, treasurer of the Unity; Jesse Putnam,
printer, and Andrews. 2Andrews, who at that time was president of the
Unity, flatly refused and stormed out of the meeting and took the incident
not only to court, but also to the pages of the gég;g,lB

On Januaxy 11, 1948, Andrews and the Eéggs_were awarded the first

annual Thomas Barbour medal for outstanding service in the field of horti-
14

culture. Dr. Thomas Barbour, for whom the medal was named by the officials

of the Fairchild Tropical Gardens in Miami, was a frequent visitor to
Sotth Florxida and was identified with horticultural activities in Florida.
For 40 years he was director of the Harvard Museum of Comparative Zoology -
He toock part in many expeditions to gather natural history in India, Burma,
China, Japan, the East and West Indies and Central and South America.
He was also custodian of the Harvard Botanical Gardens in Soledad, Cuba,
. , 15

and officer in charge of the laboratory at Barro, Panama.

Andrews lost no time in running the story on the editorial page of
the Eagle. The citation accompanying the award read:

In the work of preserving from destruction such living

things as trees, vines, palms, and flowering plants, more is

needed than the daily care of willing hands, particularly in

a land like Florida where conditions are mnew and strange to

so many of those who come here to live and plant gardens.

Through the columns of The American Eagle Mr. A.H. Andrews
has brought to its readers all over the state the largest

l3Michel, Interview, June 25, 1970.

14Eagle, January 15, 1948.

15andrews, Yank, pp. 511-513.
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volume of information about what tropical plants were being
grovn in South Florida that any organ of publicity here has
carried. '

The spirit of his editorials and the care taken to have
the facts correctly reported has made his weekly publication
a source of encouragement and of horticultural news that has
few equals anywhere in the world I believe.

For us who have settled in this region Mr. Andrews' friend-
ship with Dr. Henry Nehrling has brought a rich reward. It
is a rare and happy occurance when a man of genius attracts
to himself a congenial spirit who will stand by him during
his lifetime and remain devoted to his memory after he has
gone.

Dr. Nehrling was one of Florida's greatest horticultur-
ists. It was a lucky circumstance for us that Mr. Andrews
took upon himself the task of preserving the voluminous writ-—
ings of his friend. As Editor and Publisher of The American
Eagle at Estero, Mr. Andrews printed these serially in his
paper. This made it possible for them tc be brought out later
in two outstanding editionsg; the first one The Plant World in
Florida abridged and edited by Alfred and Elizabeth Kay and
later the complete work in two volumes, My - Garden in Florida
put together and published by Mr. Andrews.

For these services to Florida horticulturists and all
interested in preserving the wild life of this region, this
medal is gladly presented by the Fairchild Garden, one of the
B © institutions to which he has always given his interest.

This ran on the third coluﬁn of the editorial page, following the above
A excerpt were two paragraphs on the life of Thomas Barbour, and then a
final paragraph by Andrews:

Presentation of the Barbour Medal was Opportune, at a
time when determined efforts are being made by dictator de
facto officials of the Koreshan Unity to suspend publication
of The American Eagle.l7

Apparently at the 1947 meeting Andrews had been voted out of the

i office of president of the Unity and replaced by Lawrence W. Bubbett, for

16gagle, January 15, 194s.

17134,
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in that same issue the lead editorial was a vicious and energetic attack

on the other members of th: Board whom he now considered his bitter enémies,

and who in his eyes were intent, as he put it, "on wrecking the Eagle."
SURRENDER OR STARVE:

Almost everyone recalls the widely published pictures of
starved and emaciated men, women and children who were inmates
of the Nazi prison camps during the late World War. But here
in this land of the free it does not seem possible that such
cruel practices are being resorted to be officials of a religious
and fraternal order right here in Estero, Florida. However,
such is the case. '

Attention is called herewith to the case of Jesse E.
Putnam an aged and emaciated member of the Koreshan Unity
who -has rendered over forty years of faithful service to this
little community to which he belongs. Mr. Putnem is being
denied by arrogant officials the nourishment and care which
he urgently needs, and thereby hangs a tale.

Nearly sixty years ago there was organized in Chicago,
Il1l., by Dr. Cyrus R. Teed a little community, thereafter to
be known as the Koreshan Unity. One of the leading tenets of
this community was the collective ownership of all property;
as practiced by the early Christians, those joining putting
in whatever they had in lazbor and worldly goods, all working
together for the common welfare. The principle seems high and
idyllic, and under unselfish control worked out fairly well
for a number of years, with accessions in membership and

property until some time following the death of the founder
in 1908.

But the finest of theories proves no better in operation
than the people who administer it and the year 1947 found the
community reduced to a mere handful, with a directorate of
but four members, three of whom forming a bloc against the
writer, a charter member who at that time was president.

The bloc consisted in part of Mrs. Hedwig Michel Levi,
a Jewish refugee from Nazi Germany, and Lawrence W. Bubbett,
an accomplice, both of whom were ten to twenty years younger
than a majority of the members and were themselves admitted
to membership only about six yvears previously. Just how these
two got into the saddle to crack the whip over the older mem-
bers of forty or fifty vears connection with the Unity is too
long a story for narration here, however. Third member of
the bloc is Lou H. Staton, an old and valued member who for

some reason seems intfigued with the plan of conguest by the
usurpers. ’

il
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First hostile act was an effort to suspend publication

i of The American Eagle which was Jjust completing its 4lst year
: of continuous publication, objection being on the claim that
it was not a meoneymaker, although about breaking even finan-
cially. So far, that effort has failed, with The Eagle still
being issued regularly.

Final break with the conspirators came when they at-
tempted to force the writer to cancel a sale of valuable
island property which, as president, he had agreed to under
authorization. This refused to do, as the Unity had always
been honorable, in its dealing, so signed the deed and consum-
mated the sale.

From that time on a fight has been in the court to oust
the usurpers who, from a little religious comunity of fraternity
and co-operation have gradually transformed it into a mercen-
ary corporation with themselves as dictators. Because of my
opposition to their plans, at the annual meeting I was succeed-
ed by Bubbett as president, Mrs. Levi being elected as secre-
tary-treasurer and Staton as vice-president.

Wevertheless a majority of the membership are opposed
to this self-appointed oligarchy and are demanding a legal
election in which all members are allowed to participate.
This is the sole issue now before the court which these
usuepers [gigj are trying to prolong in the hope of wearing
out the opposition. And them, perchance, some of the older
members might pass from the scene in the interim which would
lessen the majority against them.

Every effort is being made to gain adherents to the ranks
| cof the insurgents, from promised favors and emoluments to bull-
{ | dozing and browbeating the ocbstinate ones} and this brings us
down to the case of Mr. Putnam, who sides with the majority
, : against them. In his late seventies, weak and emaciated, he
1 | : has been in urgent need of professional care and nourishing
food, but is being neglected, while the needs of the faithful
are being attended to assiduocusly.

Several weeks ago, when seeing him in Estero, path, not-
ing his emaciated condition, told Mr. Putnam that if he would
[ come over to Miami for a time he would be given proper treat-
| ment and nourishing diet which he so urgently needed.

The matter was referred to President Bubbett, who refused
% ‘ Mr. Putnam permission to go to the doctor of his choice, but

- said he would get him a doctor in Fort Myers. However, what
the man needed most was not medicine, but nourishing food

which he was not getting at home. The writer went to treasurer
Tevi and told her that if it got out that she and Bubbett re-
fused Mr. Putnam the right to choose his personal physician
it would create something of a scandal, and Mr. Putnam was

L grudgingly allowed to go-
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Dr. Rasmussen reported that never in all his experience
had he seen anyone more weak and emaciated than Mr. Putnam,
a man above average height who weighed 107 pounds when he came
to him for treatment,--a plain case of malnutrition and near
starvation, reminding him of the wvictims of Nazi cruelty in
Germany. While under his care for several weeks Mr. Putnam
gained ten pounds in weight.

Mr. Putnam returned to Estero after several weeks, having
gained ten pounds in weight. Shortly thereafter he wanted to
go again, but was refused by President Bubbett. I told him
to go anyway, inasmuch as he was being helped, and he went.

He returned a week later with a dietary list prescribed by
Dr. Rasmussen that included milk and eggs, which were refused
him by Mrs. ILevi at the Koreshan Unity (HIS) Store unless he
paid for them. And the woman who refused him is custodian of
the Unity money!

President Bubbett later wrote Dr. Rasmussen forbidding
him to give treatment to any member of the Unity unless o. k.'d
by Bubbett and his associates. 2s he had already twice refused
permission to Mr. Putnam, this was tantamount to ordering

Dr. Rasmussen to treat no more members of the Unity who desired
his aid.

"But mam, [sic] proud man, clothed with a little brief

authority, cuts such capers before high heaven as make the
very angels weap!"

The foregoing narrative of the outrageous treatment of
an old and faithful member by arrogant de facto officials is
related here in the belief that an aroused public sentiment
will bring pressure to bear on the said officials as will cause
them to desist. 2nd by the way, it is passing strange that
any reputable Fort Myers lawyer could agree to defend anyone
guilty of such inhuman conduct. Inasmuch as these de facto
officials have recently acquired possession of some forty
thousand dollars through a fortuitous realty sale, there can
be no valid plea of poverty.

With community assests conservatively estimated at a half
million dollars, to which I have no access, I am being forced
to carry on under considerable difficulty, in the hope that
I will be forced to suspend publication. Readers of The Eagle,
this is also vour fight. You can help greatly by sending in
renewals and new subscriptions. With your financial aid and an
aroused public sentiment which they cannot long withstand, _ we
are going to vanguish these cruel usurpers and wrongdoers.

L

18andrews, Eagle, January 15, 1948.
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On that particular editorial page and the one following in the next

issue,’the type used was smaller than usual, apparently so that Andrews
could get in more information about his side of the conflict. Also, on

these two pages appeared the first typographical errors that the writer

i ! noted in the many issues of the Eagle he examined. Andrews had used a

style of his own, which included not capitalizing many words, such as the

names of political parties, and the word "Negro." But, in these two issues

there were morxe misspelled words than in the forty-two previous volumes

of the Eagle combined, and the wrong font was used sometimes within a

word. Whether Andrews in his ire wrote rapidly without bothering to

proofread, or had to set the type himself, or someone wanted him to loock

"sloppy" is not known, but it makes interesting conjecture.

The editorial page on January 22, 1948, began with the head, "How

| The Eagle Was Hatched." Directly underneath was a letter to the editor:

; I wonder how the paper's name was chosen. I think some
i of the readers would enjoy a brief history of The American
f
4

Eagle. I would, and that word "brief" is i1l chosen.

Yours wvery truly,
Mrs. L.M.L.

19
Coral Gables, Fla.

This was followed by a two-column ﬂistory of the Unity and the Eagle.
[ All mention of the current conflict was carefully avoided and it was a

li very complimentary review of the Unity, the Eagle, and Andrews. It might
l% have been a coincidence that a Mrs. L.M.L. did just happen to write such
B a request at that time, but, on the other hand Andrews could have easily

\} "planted" the letter in hopes of placing himself in a favorable light. At

i -t
|

19pagle, January 22, 1948.
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- the bottom of the third column of the same page the following item was set

. in bold face type.

Attention Subscribers!

The three de fasto [EEEJ directors of the Koreshan Unity,
--Bubbett, Levi and Staton,--an investigation of whose illegal
authority is now pending in the court, have decreed that I on
[§igﬂ longer manager of this printing plant and editoxr of The
American Eagle, and are therefore confiscating all checks and
money orders addressed to this paper. So be warned!: Make all
remittances payable to A.H. Andrews until further notice. If
yvou have sent any within the past several days, stop payment
on them and issue to me, as they cannot interfere with my per-
sonal mail. We are right now seeking an injunction.

il No other mention was made of the controversy anywhere in the paper, but
on the following week, the editorial page was once again set in eight point

type and again there was a bold face notice at the bottom of the last

column:

In our last week's issue mention was made of a resolution
by my opposing dirxectors relieving me as head of the Koreshan
Unity Print Shop and as editor of The American Eagle. An action

in court was then pending to enjoin them from carrying out their
plan.

At & hearing in Fort Myers on Saturday, the 24th, the
judge ruled that all affairs should be held in status quo,
as of last November pending a final hearing in the case
wherein our differences would be adjudicated. This means
that A.H. Andrews is still the editor of this paper which he
has operated for 42 years. This statement is made in justice

to our subscribers, who are entitled toé know [the] present
status of the case.21

‘No further mention was made of the dispute and the issues of February 5th
ad Pebruary 12th appeared as usual. But the issue of February 19, 1948,

taxried Lawrence W. Bubbett's name at the masthead. Allen Harmon Andrews

20pagle, January 22, 1948. %

21Eagle, January 29, 194s8.
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£ vas no longer editor of the Eagle.

After his removal as editor, Andrews continued to live at the Unity

until his death in 1951.22 Before he died however, he did write his

1 £ autobiography, much of it taken from the old files of the Eagle, and

" which was published in 1950 as A Yank Pioneer in Florida.

*Michel, Letter, June 30, 1970.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE EAGLE UNDER BUBBETT

Of course, there are two sides to every story. Lawrence W. Bubbett
was no newcomer to the Unity as Andrews had indicated in his fiery editor-
i)}: ial. He was the son of James H. Bubbett, the original printer of the

i Guiding Star Publishing House, and his wife, Evelyn Bubbett, manager of
M E :

the Guiding Star Publishing House from 1888 to 1935.1 He succeeded Teed
) kY

as editor of The Flaming Sword in 1908, and remained in that post until

publication ceased in 1949.2 A later editor of the Eagle had these com-

ments about Bubbett and Andrews:

| Bubbett [was] a type close to nature, almost the exact

! , opposite to Allen H. Andrews who never had a garden tool in
\ his hands.

: Bubbett for years grew the produce for the members--he

knew a lot about the soil, also a lot about the quality of
humans.

&é In the Koreshan family Bndrews was qualified as the

traveling salesman for our nursexry. He brought plants to
our garden.

ki ' Privatéiy, it was hinted that Andrews had. embezzled the funds col-
‘ lected from the revenue of the Eagle and that he had "four helpers who

were notorious jailbirds who tried to tzke over the place," and that

lHedwig Michel, Letter, July 1, 1970.

2thid. -

3Michc—:*l, letter, July 15, 1970.
¢l

65




T e A DA ORI AR R DS

e,

66

there was nevexr an accounting of revenue and that circulation figures
were never kept. The sale of the land that Andrews mentioned in his editor-
ial was intimated to be part of a scheme by outsiders who had promised
Andrews security if he let them have the Koreshan land.4

Also, it was claimed, "Nehrling's wife repeatedly wrote of Andrews'
absolute egotism, while [at the same time] she upheld the membership."5

In his first edition as editor of the Eagle on February 19, 1948,
Bubbett presented the Unity's side of the affair in an editorxial that
began on the front page and was jumped to the editorial page which it
occupied in full since it included at the end a reprint of the official
court order in which the judge upheld the Unity and castigated Andrews
for his acts. The editorial and court order read as follows:

Rule or Ruin

Editorial

The power of the press is a potent force either for good
or evil. When used for good, it is highly beneficial to a
community, to a state, to a nation at large, for the cultural
influence of the printed word is of inestimable value in the
progress of a people toward a higher standard of morals, of
education, of dovernment when it emanates from a high standaxd
of thought. On the othér hand, the power of the press when
perverted and employed to mold public opinion through spite
and revenge, or for selfish purposes, is a dangerous weapon.

In the January 15th number of The ZAmerican Eagle there
appeared a wholly unwarranted attack on the members of the
Board of Directors of The Koreshan Unity by its editor, Allen
Andrews, entitled "Surrender or Starve!" Had such a false
and scurrilous attack appeared in a medium other than that
owned and published by The Koreshan Unity, it would have been

4Michel, Interview, June'ES, 1970.

SMichel, Letter, July 1, 1970.
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ignored as unworthy of reply. But for the editor of a paper,
published by the organization of which the individuals assailed
are its officials, to attack those officials requires explana-
tion.

The American Eagle is owned and published by The Koreshan
Unity, and not by Mr. Andrews. It is ocne of several depart-
ments which include a general store, £illing station, trailer
park, apiary, horticultural nursery, printing and publishing
department, and the group of members consisting of about a
dozen persons, mostly of advanced age. The Koreshan Unity
is a corxporate body governed by a Board of Directors composed .
of five members, namely, L.W. Bubbett, president; Lou H. Staton,
vice president; Hedwig Michel, secretary-treasurer; C.J. Rahn
and A.H. Andrews. This Board manages the various activities
of -the .corporation; it owes a duty not only to the members of
The Koreshan Unity but to its preferred stockholders, a duty
vwhich has been neglected in the past. The Board is responsible
for the presexrvation of the assets of the corporation and to
see they are not dissipated.

In consonance with this obligation, some time ago the mat-
ter of the operation of the Printing Department, which includes
the printing of The American Eagle, was discussed. The labor
reguired to publish the paper had heretofore been performed
by members of the Unity, but some of those members had grown
too old to do the work. In addition, the cost of operation
was a constant drain on the Unity treasury. This cost and
the labor reguired in its production were out of all propor-
tion to the benefit to The Koreshan Unity derived from keep-
ing the paper in circulation.  Under the circumstances, it
was proposed to change the Eagle to a monthly horticultural
bulletin, thus lessening both labor and expense involved.

Mr. Andrews finally agreed to this, but later changed his
mind and decided to fight for the continuation of the weekly
editions.

Contrary to Mr. Andrews' assertion, at no time was the

‘proposition entertained by the Board to discontinue the pub-

lication of the paper; but action had to be taken when Mr.
Andrews refused to be governed by the decision to change the
weekly to a monthly issue, to which he himself had agreed.

As conditions existed, in effect Mr. Andrews was practically
conducting a private enterprise within "an Industrial and
Fraternal Commonwealth" of The Koreshan Unity, drawing both
upon the sadly diminished man-power of the Unity and the re-
sources of the treasury in the publication of the Eagle, and
appropriating the funds derived from subscriptions and adver-
tising space largely for his own benefit in keeping the paper
going.

-t
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Such a condition of affairs could not be permitted to
continue, in all fairness to the entire membership of the
body, therefore at its Octcber 1947 meetiné the Board passed
@ resolution giving Mr. Andrews, as head of the Printing
Department, until January 1948 to activate that department
in whatsoever manner he might choose, to try to put it on a
paying basis; otherwise the Board would take such action as
was deemed necessarxry to remedy the situation. Mr. Andrews
was still president of the Board at that time and voted for
the resolution!

But instead of sincerely trying to activate the Printing
Department, of which he was head, Mr. Andrews activated him-
self in attempting to oust the Board of Directors! By repre-
senting to the members of the Unity that it would be to their
best interests, Mr.. Andrews "high-pressured" them into sign-
ing over to him their individual powers of attorney. As most
members of the Unity are elderly perscns, unacquainted with
the ways of the world, they acquiesced, little realizing what
they were doing in delegating such power to another.

With these powers of attorney, Mr. Andrews forthwith
instituted suit against his fellow Board members, using the
names of the members of the Unity, without their knowledge,
he had thus procured as co-plaintiffs. In the Bill of
Complaint filed against the Board, Mr. Andrews asked for an
injunction and receivership without a hearing. This the
Court denied and summoned both sides for a hearing.

(What line of thought impelled Mr. Andrews to ask for
a receiver for a corporation of which he was a director, and

‘which was solvent in its entirety--although his own depart-

ment was operating at a considerable loss--is a mystery.

Had the Court deemed such action necessaxry, and had appointed
a receiver, such an officer hardly would have permitted the
continuance of the paper at such a loss.)

At the court hearing held November 29, wherein charges
of embezzlement, mismanagement and "plotting to get control
of the property" were brought. against the majority members
of the Board, not one shred of evidénte was produced to

substantiate those charges, and this action the Court also
denied.

The last straw upon the camel's back of patience was
laid by Mr. Andrews when he wrote and published the above-
mentioned attack in the Eagle against the members of the
Board. To protect itself against further attack in the
columns of its own paper, the Board passed a resolution re-
moving Mr. Andrews from management of both the Printing

Department and The Am&rican Eagle and as editor of the

Eagle.
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Again Mr. Andrews applied to the Court, this time for
an injunctieon to restrain the Board from carrying out its
resplution removing him from office. Not only this, but he
attempted to bolster his position by adding a malicious charge
that the Board was starving one of his supporters. This
charge was absolutely false and preposterous, and it was a
grievous tactical erxror on the part of Mr. Andrews, for he
was still president of the Board when this man was allegedly
starving! Why did not Mr. Andrews do something then to allevi-
ate this man's alleged condition?

The simple fact was that Mr. Andrews merely used Mr.
Putnam as a means of attempting to strengthen his case
against the Board. But this fell of its own weight, and
the following order was issued by the Court.

In the Circuit Court of the Twelfth Judicial
Circuit in and for Lee County, Florida.
In Chancery--Case No. 8907

R. PERCY Jones, et als. Plaintiffs
Vs .
THE KORESHAN UNITY, etc., et als.
Defendants
ORDER

This cause came on for hearing before me on the 24th
day of January, 19248 upon the PETITION of Allen H. Andrews
and Jesse E. Putnam and upon the MOTION of the Defendants;

"and testimony and evidence being heard and considered; the

Court finds as follows:

1. That the allegations of said PETITION have not
been sustained as to the charges that the Defendants have
starved or otherwise mistreated Petitioner Putnam or that
he has been denied medical attention; that, on the contrary,
it appears from the evidence presented that Petitioner has
been furnished competent doctors and offered medical service
which said Petitioner Putnam has refused and that he has
been supplied with medicines which he has declined to take
as prescribed; that said Petitioner Putnam has been given
all food reguested by him and that the preparation and coock-
ing of meals and food for Petitioner and other members of
the Koreshan Unity is under the full authority of one of
Petitioner's Co~PlalntlfLs, who has authority without limit
or amount to procure and prepare food for the members of
the Koreshan Unity.

2. That the said PETITION as to the treatment allegedly
accorded Petitioner Putnam and the editorial entitled "Sur-
render or Starve," written and published in the columns of
THE AMERICAN EAGLE on January 15, 1948 by Petitioner Andrews,
are in bad faith and without reasonable grounds for their
support.
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3. The Court further finds, that as to the allegations
in said PETITION on behalf of Petitioner Allen H. Andrews, that
THE AMERICAN EAGLE is owned by the Koreshan Unity and is not
the private property of said Petitioner Andrews or of any of

! the members of the Unity; that the operation and the manage-—

ment of said publication is in the hands and under the control
of the Board of Directors of the Koreshan Unity, consisting
of Allen H. Andrews, Laurence [51c] W. Bubbett, Hedwig Michel
and Lou H. &mﬂm,umttmwesadpmmmsanrmedﬂycmr
stituted governing body of said Koreshan Unity, whether de
jure or de facto, and their actions and the actions of said
Board or a majority thereof regarding the management and
operation of said publication, or regarding other Koreshan
Unity property and activities, are valid and binding until
this Court, or some other Court of competent jurisdiction,
decrees that sald Board of Directors are not the properly
constiuted governing body of said corporation.

4. That the action of Petitioner. Andrews in using the
columns of said publication for his own benefit, in failing
to mzke monthly reporxrts of finances and operations covering
his activities and in locking the doors of the building
housing the said publication and the Printing Department of
the Unity are improper and should not be continued.

5. That the operation and management of said publica-
tion and the other activities of said corporation should be
under the direction, supervision and control of the ‘Becard of
Directors of said corporation as hereinabove set out and
this Court has no power to interpose its authority for the
purpose of adjusting controversies between Directors of a

_ corporation. relative to the proper method of conducting the

corporate business and the actions of a majority of such a
Board of Directors are controlling and a Court of equity will
not interfere at the suit or upon the request of a minority
of a Board of Directors to prevent the majority of a Board

of Directors from pursuing any particular course of action

when it does not appear that such action is fraudulent or
otherwise illegal or improper.

The Cou:t belng fullv advised in the premises, it is
hereupon

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED as follows:

1. That the PETITION of said Allen H. Andrews and

Jesse E. Putnam was not brousght in good falth and it is here-
_ by.denied and dismissed. S

2. That the rescolution adopted by a majority of the
Board of Directors on January 19, 1948, removing the said
Allen H. Andrews as Hé€ad of the Printing Department of the
Koreshan Unity and as Editor and Business Manager of THE
AMERICBN EAGLE, appears to be proper and the terms thereofl
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should be complied with and said Printing Department and pub-
lication continued wnder the supervision and control of the
Bgard of Dlrectors of said Unlty.

3. That any remarks of the Court or oral observations
heretofore made in this cause, inconsistent with the findings,
opinion and orders herein set forth, are to be disregarded
and are hereby set aside and overruled.

~ DONE AND ORDERED, at Fort Myers, Lee County, Florida this
14th day of Februaxy, 1948.
/ s / IYNN GERALD
CIRCUIT .JUDGE.

Through a dlSpOSltlon to assume the role of dictator

_ and for flagrant violations of the Bylaws of the corporation,

which brought him into opposition with all other members of
the Board, Mr. Andrews forfeited the confidence of his fellow
Board members, aﬁd'was(ﬁot re-elected to the office of presi-
dent. In a desperate effort to .regain this lost power, he
has stooped to alcampaign of slander and abuse against those
vho have labored strenuously to better the condition of the
Unity. 1In his efforts to oust the Board, he has filed an
almost idenhtical suit which was brought against the Unity

in 1935, when Mr. Andrews himself was president of the Board.
Why at that time did he not admit that he was a "usurper"?
Why should he have done so, he was president then?! This

suit was dismissed by Judge Whitehurst of the Circuit Court.

The;é has been no change inﬁthé procedure of appdinting
members to the Board, or of electing its officers, since the
inception of the corporation in 1903. Why the attempt. to

‘declare the Board illegal at this late date? Simply because

Mr. Andrews is fighting to regain a power--forfeited through
his own wilful perversity. Through his ill-advised efforts
to oust the Board, Mr. Andrews apparently has cast a boom-
erang with disastrous results to himself. Rule or ruin!

It is most regrettabie that the internal dissensions

of the Unity should be forced into court and the public print.
The majority members of the Board of Directors have sincerely
attempted to resolve such difficulties in a peaceful solution
within its own body, and compromise overtures were made to
that end, but without avail. This left no alternative but to
"fight fire with fire" and to place ‘befo¥e the’ publlC pertln—
ent facts relative to the questions at issue.
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In closing, we wish to assure the readers of the Eagle
- that we shall endeavor to continue the paper in its present
form indefinitely.
In addition to the editorial and court order, Bubbett also ran a

front page news story of‘the affair, including the information, not before

disclosed, that Andrews had attacked him physically. Headed in three

lines of bold face type it read{

Unity Backed In
" ‘Removing '
Eagle Editor

Allen H. Andrews' fight to regain control of thé Koreshan
Unity at Estero and continue publication of the group's weekly
paper, The Zmerican Eagle, received a setback yesterday when
Circuit Judge Lynn Gerald dismissed Andrews' petition charging
¢ starvation of his supporters and backed the Unity board of
directors in the removal of Andrews as editor.

Meanwhile Andrews himself was out on $100 bond on a charge
of assault and battery on Lawrence W. Bubbett, president of
the group that believes the world is hollow. Both men are
over 60. Bubbett on Friday filed an information resﬁlting in
the charge as the outcome of an alleged altercation the day
before during which he claimed Andrews struck and punished
him. The argument came about over -removal of some of the
older members of the community from a frame building to one
which had been renovated to their use. County Attorney Jchn
K. Woolslair said the case has been set for the May term of
county court. :

Main Issue Pending

The main question, vhether the present board of directors
is lllegally elected and without authorlty as Andrews claims,
still remains to bé ruled on by the’ judge and a final hearing
has not yet been held. A motion has been entered by the de-

0: fense to dismiss the suit on grounds that the issue was settled
| B in a previous suit in 1935 in which Andrews was the defendant

' against charges similar to those he now makes against the

: present board.

§
y ‘6Eagle, February 19, 1948.

-
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In his order yesterday Judge Gerald held that the petition
of Andrews and his pressman, Jesse Putnam, charging ritarvation |
rand medical neglect of a minority faction in the Unity was not
made in good faith and should be dismissed because competent
doctoxs were available and Putnam actually had received the 1
necessary food. The judge added that Andrews, the co-plaintiff, |
had authority "without limit or amount to procure and prepare
food for the members."

He added that the board of directoxs' resolution removing
Andrews as head of the printing department and editor and busi-

ness manager of the American Eagle "abpears to be proper and
should be complied with."

Judge Gerald took exception both to Andrews' petition it-
self and to a controversial editorial in The Eagle headed
"Surrender or Starve™ which claimed opponents of the present
board were being starved into submission and denied medical
care. He held both petition and editorial were "in bad faith
and without reasonable grounds for their support.”

"The action of Andrews in using the columns of said pub-
lication for his own benefit in failing to make monthly reports
of finances and operations and in locking the doors of the
building housing the publication are improper and should not
be continued," the judge declared. He added that the court
has no power toc interpose its authority for the purpose of
adjusting controversies between directors of a corporation
and the court will not interfere when it does not appear 7
their actions are fraudulent or otherwise illegal or improper-

At the end of the story Bubbett added a line attributing the story

to the Fort Myers News-Press, apparently feeling the readers would feel

{é B it was more objective coming from another source than if it had been
written by a member of the Eagle staff.
Hf E With this first issue under a new editor, the first of several typo-

graphical changes tock place. The heads on the front page editorial

l : ‘
\f and the Andrews story were set in twenty-fcur point bold face Modern

!

(1 { Roman, a type not seen in the Eagle before. The condensed Franklin
0 ‘ "

l

|

l 7

Eagle, February 19, 4948.
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Gothic was not discontinued immediately, in fact it was used on the sanme
page, but by-lines were adéed to the stories, heads began to be set multi-
line and multi-deck and the by-lines and individual story heads are now
in Cheltenham, and by the end of the year the main front page heads were
set in a turn of the century novelty-style Roman.8

At first glance, this change in typography gave the impression of
an "old-fashioned" newspaper, but Bubbett's use Qf heads for each story
and hié maké~up style of plécing several éhort stories on a page instead
of one or two long ones, had the effect of opening up the page and keeping
it from becoming too grey. He gradually began to run more items of gen-
eral interest, still in a horticultural vein, but presented in a more
pleasing manner, both in writing style and typographically.

In this issue also, under the Estero news wrap-up column, was a
very detailed account of Jesse Putnam visiting Fort Myers for the purpose
of seeing his doctor.

Bubbett continuea to run the De Soto expedition series until the
story was finished. He did move it to the top of the front page and
move the centerfold map which had been accompanying it to page three.
The type size on the editorial page went back up to a more readable twelve
points. During the year that he was editor he did change to a lighter
weight uncoated paper, but if was still of book quality and not newsprint.
The only observable inconsistency with the aims stated by the Board dur-
ing the dispute with Andrews was that the Eagle did remain a weekly and

did not change to monthly publication.

-t

8These type styles and faces verified by Prof. Wellborn, July 25, 1970.
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The Lee County Directory, which had been a page seven feature for

so many years ran for the last time in the issue of March 18, 1948, and

the De Soto maps disappeared with this issue also. The issue of May 6,

r 1948, appeared with the nameplate printed in black and Bubbett explained

editorially that this was an economy move to save money and the labor

of the elderly work force by eliminating the extra press run necessary

s
1

for the use of color. In this same issue however, was a national ad
that covered three—féﬁitﬁs of a page, %he largest size to ever run in
:the,Eagle.“ It was placed by the Association of American‘Railroads who
wereifaced with a strike during this period, and was very anti-union

in coptent. This did seem a little out of tune with the early objectives
of Koreshanity, but it was a legitimate advertisement that was to appear
several more times in 1948.

One of Bubbett's innovations was the introduction of a comic strip
during the summer of 1948. Titled "White4Collar Farmer," it ran near the
bottom of pagé four and seemed to be educational in intent for it showed
a bumbling farmer advising others of the correct way of doing things and
then getting into trouble by not following his own advice.

In the issue of October 21, 1948, the Estero news wrap-up was moved

~onto the editorial page for that issue. There were several of the usual

_gossipy paragraphs about recent-visitors and goings—-on at Estero, and
then one long one that began by saying that Dr. Bazker Whisnant of Fort
Myers had visited the ﬁnity and while there gave Jesse Putnam a check-up.
It.cogtinuedito say that Putnam( now epfeebled‘ﬁy age had been moved to
"comfortable, renovated and remédeled'quarters," with "running water, a
sanitary chemical commode, el;ctricity and a radio." It went on to say

‘that he was afforded help and attention by his neighbor in the house, and,
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.. .was moved by the management to lessen the danger of

a possible fall which might prove fatal to the old man in his

:feeble efforts to climb an extraordinary steep stairs to his

roaoms on the second floor of another house.

In this same issue, the Egglg'"shr%nk" to six pages. The following
week , November 4, 1948, the page size was also decreased, to ten and three
guarter inches by fifteen and three quarter inches. Advertising was
shrinking also. During the‘'last calendar quarter of Andrews' editorship
there was an average of 29.5 ads per issue. Dufing Bubbett's final
guarter there was an average of 18.5 ads per issue. Bubbett did run a
public seivicé advertisement--Smokey the Bear—--which was something Andrews
did not.

On December 30, 1948, Bubbett began running the following streamer
above the nameplate in twelve-point Cheltenham Bold.

FLORIDA CITRUS, THE WORLD'S FINEST! BUY!--EAT!--SHIP TO YOUR FRIENDS.
IT'S GOOD! IT'S HEALTHY! IT'S PAR EXCELLENCE!
This was a short-lived innovation however, for the following week the
Eagle went down to four pages, and, in the issue of January 13, 1949, the
following editoxrial appeared:
THE EAGLE FOLDS ITS WINGS
Owing to a combination of‘circumstances;over which it has
no control, The American Eagle will be discontinued with this
issue. Constant deficit and a drain, both in financial and

man-power considerations (a condition which has existed through-
out the years), dictate the necessity of this action.

The publication of The Eagle was merely one department
of the Koreshan Unity, which has borne the burden of its pro-
duction accomplished, for the most part, by members of the
Unity who derived practically no benefit from their work.
Some of these mémbers have grown old and have had to be re-
lieved. This necessitated the employment of hired assistance,
with added expense. _The labor of the various members was
never charged to cost of production--which constituted a greater
drain on man-power than publication of the paper warranted.




Had it not been for the support of The Koreshan Unity through-
out.the years, The Eagle would have ceased long ago.

Because of diminishing membership and the advance age
of those remaining (whose average age is 77 years according
to a Miami Herald report), the Unity has been compelled to
discontinue, one after another, many of its various lines of
activity. It was inevitable that the publication of a secular
Paper that not only did not contribute to the advance of the
interests or support of The Koreshan Unity but was a constant
drain on its finances and labor could be no exception to the
. necessity of diminished activity.

The Board of Directors of The Koreshan Unity considers
its paramcunt duty is the conservation of the remaining re-
sources. of the Institution to the end of maintaining its
existence and providing for the necessities of its members.

5 : In the matter of unexpired subscriptions, in considera-

R | & tion of the paper's publication at a constant loss, we offer

. back numbers, according to stock on hand, in the amount of
yvour unexpired portion; or, if requested, we will promptly
refund the amount of the unexpired subscription. However,
if our readers which to donate this amount, it will be
greatly appreciated.

The editor takes this last opportunluy of thanking each
and every subscriber and advertiser for his or her support
of The Fagle to its final f£light.
Thus, after almost fortv-three years of publication and public ser-
vice the Eagle had apparently passed away. Its death was made to appear
even more final when later in 1949 the print shop containing the equip-

" ment, records, and many of the early editions, burned to the ground. It

was thought at the time the fire was a result of arson, or caused by

children living in the trailer park owned by the Koxéshans, but  since

: : . . 10
the Koreshans, did not wish to prosecute no formal investigation was made.

“Eagle, January 13, 1949.

,,,,,

10yichel, Interview, June 25, 1970.
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Finest! Buy — Eat — Ship To Your Friends! It's Good!

Vol <3

ESTERO, PLORIDA, JANUARY 13, 1940

No. 39

Future Of
Tropical Fruits

University Of Miami
Studies Future Status
Of Florida Citrus Produds

There's 8 silly . juke for a silly
moud  about the old tady who didn’t
tike olives and refured o eat olives,
becaune #he might learn tu  like
olives and if she lemrned ta like
olives she'd cat olives and she didn't
like olives. .

Now thct's really not as &y as
it sounds.. 1t illustrates a very im-
portant thing about the fonds which
sustain eivilization. . Mankind had o
scquire & tuste for most of them,
eapecially for olives. Tomatwes, for
instance, were once regarded as poi-
rovous.  Potsloes, :which became the
cornerstone of LHuropean diet, were
regerded with suspiciun when firit
intraduced  and  weren't reslly  ac-
ccpted until x famine: forced peaple
te scquire & trsie for them.

University of Miami students are
dearning this lessan about fosds. And
the  rewewrch  workera  at Saath
Cumpus are teaching u lot of thingx
ta adults outside the mniversity about
the sii-important subiect of food
Recentty, when Dr, Taylor Alexender,
chrirmuun of the university’s botany
department, ok studenia on a tour
of South Campus. svme things werc
revenled which will becume impor-
tent in a world which is yearby-year
taking up the notches in its belv
Hewidex helping w feed & prowing
populstion which scientirig warn must
son look for mew wources of food,
ressurch  in the umversity™s  food
Inboretary is directed a1 bruadening
the ecopomy of sub-tropce! Floride.

Dr. Arthur L. Stuhl, heud of the
fod resexrch praject, explained to
the sudents thet because trupical
fruite xre zlwsys in production in
beoevolent climates with yenr-anwnd
growing mexsons, little sitentivn had
boet puid to their processing. Na-o
tives were sccustomed Lo taking
what nature proffered. .

Anather thing which has prevented
many from availing themselves of the
high nutritive value of tropical fruits
in many cases hax been their exotic
taste. Numture is more lavish with
fizvor in the tropice. FPalutes used
to blander foods revelt at piguancy
and the perfumed flsxvor which many
of these fruite pomsens. )

Wheo Miss Margaret  Mustard
wapreed & tabie of procosaed tropicsl
fruite, however, the sclentific aapects
of the tour were a lotai loss untll
everything bad been devaurcd.

Misa Muozterd picked up & mets!
tube. It was unlabelled and mige
have contained anything from toath-
parte to mucilage. Bhe held &
cracker duintily snd gavc the tebe
& wuesc. A greenish gob spresd
taelf ‘ever the cracker. Bhe handed
R to & student who hexituted & s

ment, then took a mipcing bite.

“Urammm,” seid the student and
crammed in the rent of the crucker.

“That's svocade purec,” »aid Miss
Husterd.

Avocadn puree deterves & place
at  mny  baffet luncheon, 1o i
straipht form the students protnunc.
ed it good. Hut Misn Mustard seid
it could be vared to ruit tastes by
mizing in relikhes and condimentx.
Ured as the baxic of & bread spresd
and flavored tn xuil the taste of
chisdren it ocuuld be slipped wver sz
a fontifier of their dicta.  The ave.
cady is & powerhoure of nutritivi.
Hexides containing morv protein than
many mexis, it rivals butter as »
source of essentinl fat (food in its
purest . form), snd vies with many
fresh fruits and vegetables as & vi.
tamin - source.

Dried lyches nuts are often served
in Mimmi Chinere restuurants. Rut
the dried fruit is too close lo the
femiliey prune to thrill most patrons,
The frexh lychee, thuugh, & came

(Continued on page 3)

Rew Insecticide Will
Get Extensive Tests -
In Fort Myems

Fort Myers har been chomen a5
the acene for the introduction ta the
pubiic of & revolutionary new insecti-
cide called Cordacide which requires
no spraving or other application,

Fred Houghton of Simebury, Couns,,
penersi manager of Cordscide, xnd
ki steff xrrived hare te make plans
for the first public demonstratinn of
the new product and for its intne.
duction in locul fores. He seid Fort
Nyern wike choren bicaune of ite
lvcation apart from nther cities,

Cordacide, mude by Larwenh, inc.,
well known manufecturers of {uees,
warks by fumes which kill inekeccts
but which miv unnsticesble 10 hu-
mans. 1t i opersted by removing the
‘stapper from the tin contginer and
ote packige i€ waid to be effretive
for 80 10 ¥ days depending uptn the
focatian—Fort Myers Newr Press, .

Request For Florida
Extension Bulleting
Comes From Japsncse

Gelnewville, Fla—In effortr  to
exteblish -an  advisary service for
rurel people in Japan, the Exten-
sicn Divikon of the Japanese Min-
istry of Agriculiure and Forestry,
with headquerers in Tokyo, has
requesied  reports and  rublicatinnt
from the Florids Agricuitural Eae
trrsion Rervice.

Directar H. 6. Clavtan  recently
received & letter from 5. Miyake.
chief of the Japunese Fatension
Bividon, which rmad in 1=

“In the wecanplishe o Jepe
micte  deniacrey, it i thoa. e
Portant te demacmtiie the Japnione
ooty

TWe, e + e preprees
the eatetracn aortk R
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for lack of referenices and litern.
ture ts know the rexi sctivities in
ather  cvuntries.  eepecially in U,
S Al

“Sy | shell b very much obliced
if your station wetd the publications
concerning Apriculture Extension.”

Flovida Affords Clinate And
Geographical Adventages For
Industrial Expansion

The annual vadueiuwn of Fuoride's
menufactured  producte, rangime in
variety from shipa and puaper to ci-
garr, food and bpavelties  sppirois
mates  $350.000.000.  Claastic  ard
geographical advknisges uffer etrung
support for future inducirix’ ¢xpan-
gion, Water transporiativn feom ex.
cellent Atlantic and Gulf porie con.
venient 1o establiched trude routes,
rail mervice within 4% hours «f 3
wixtes, and complets aiv transperta.
tion to all the natien ny weil as
Sauth Americe nmke Farida a b
el locktiun fur pew indusinies, Never
failing sunshine creutes sn aerace
mean tempersicre of 0 deprver—
ideal for workery in indusiry.

Ruslin The “Salad Bovl”
Of The Florida West Coast

Ruskin, Fla—long known as the
“salad bowl™ of the Florida Wemt
Coust, thie truck farming coenrmunity
ie wbout o live op to itg nwmee in
the strictest sete  Paul K. Ihekmas,
hesd of Dickman Fanus, snd chacr-
man of the prejuckacing corineiite
of the Flarida Fruit and Uecetable
Arenciation, hur xnnuunced thzt he
witl bepin nwrkeling foon, in on.
rumer-iype puckaper end ready for
the tabie, buth cole slaw and tonced
wilude,

Iickmen exid the ecole mlaw «ill
consint of shredded green and red
cabbuge. The tossed eaind will in-
clude chredded cabbage of the two
huex, lettuce, xmali tamatoes, ~Chi-
nese  cabbage” green  pepper and
poaribly other vegetabiex. The rum-
peny in awziting the srrival of &
vegelable ehredder as the last unit
of equipment needed far the new
preduct,

Pirate Flagship
Sustaine Accident
In Tampe Bxy Herbor

Tampa, Fle—The rood ship Joce
Gaspar, flagrhip of Gueparilia wnd
his mntley crew of piraten whe in.
vade Tampz enrh vear dumnug the
Floride State Fair, war  rummed
accidentally by anather «hip  in
Tampa harbor recently,

Officinin axid she would have tu ro
into drydock for repaire but aay she
will be ready (nr her annual tnp
up the bay on Gasparitia  Day,
Februsry 7.

Dutes fur the Flonds State Fair
and Gaxparills Carnisel are Frb.
A Ut 1, uds,

Avuto Journcy In
The Wilderness

Trip Reveals Interesting
Floca And Fauna Of
Everglades National Perk

By WILLARD F. IMLLEY
Acting Park Natwealisg

An intricwng feature of many na-
tionui parks ¢ the change in vepe.
tation and wildlite which takes place
with ewrh chunge in altitude.  In
rame parks the elevation muy ran
ae much.xn 8000 feet or more. In
the Everpimdes Nationsl Purk the
rreatest difference in elevation s
n mere eight Jeet, but jum ay surely
ap in other plsces each change in
elevation is sccompaneed by a rhangz.
ing reene.

With both mind and eyes wide apen
et ur direet our car down Inpruham
Highway, Entering the purks the
ruad rives slightly xnd we find wur-
rclver on sn Everglade key. The
crowth i sparce, for little sail is
presént’ tu sustxin  it.  Repeated
hrpmine hae snflifiad it affnre  f
natural procesacs to build & soil. The
rough surfare of expored limestane
mukes walking difficult. This rck
is known ue Miami oalite and wax
ixid duwn by liny ree crewturce many
years ugo when the aresx wxs an
arm of the sex. The formution is
nat carsl nel xx many peaple sup-
Jrese. Corzl nek ir & term vorrectly
applied to the foundativa n<k of
the Flarida Keys

The nwst obvious tree preeent is
the Caribbean pine. the very ruime
pine found in Cubs and ather isiands
1o the south of ur. [t ix the trer
which gzve lele of Pines, wouth of
Cuba, its name, There wull, slender
treck show the soxr¥ of muny fires.
Oldiime residents will confirm that
originally thiz rame jand supported
a fine stand of merchantable timber,
but sinee the virgin forest war cutl,
fires and continved cutting huve pre-
vented ® return  te its  former
splendar,

Very little life ir nuticed in the
apen  pine lands,  If the day be
quict wr mey hear the thin eeng
of » pine woods apatTow or the gentle
tapping of & red-beilicd woudpecker.

Dreacending & fool or s we cnex
an open slourh enrpeted with = thivk
growth of sedpes,  Like » field of
£ruin, they wave with every breese.
Depressions such az thie were former.
1y tidal channels where water had cut
throuch & limestone ridee  thereby
producing  the aeparxte  Evervinde
“key.,” Now, with wea level b
below the land, these sloughr it
naturad drsinage for the frech wuter
uf  the Everglades. Here  rma's
wallinules, and Hmphion, sonet
culled "erying hinda” make L
thelr presence by a Yaried new 20
of. cries and  ralis.  Buper
weather ehch fow st hartees

(Continued v gpage 3¢
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CHAPTER SIX

THE EAGLE FLIES AGAIN

On May"l,A1965, jﬁst five Weeks short of the fifty-ninth anniﬁersary

of the first lssue of The Amerlcan Eagle, Volume 4 ; Number 1 appeared

in print. It was IeVlVed by the current editor, Miss Hedw1g Mlchel who.
had succeeded LQW;EDCQ*Bubbett'asupresldeﬁt of thé Koreshan Uqlty fol*
lowing his death in iQGO;it |

Y Mise Michel was born in Frankfurt am Main, Germany, where her family

had lived since 1200. She was the owner and headmistress of a private

sch0012 and was also active ih,the.theater, writing on the theater and

drama for the Frankfurter Zeitung,3 Prior to the outbresk of World War II
she found life under Hitler becoming unbearable and she began to think
of moving her school to another comntry. One of her teachers had gotten

a copy of Teed's Cellular‘Cosmogony from the library at Worms and after

reading it, Miss Michel decided tovmbve’her:schoei‘to Estero. 'In 1938
she had all her equipment loaded onto tWentybyénS bound for Antwerp to
be shipped to America; however, the Vens-ﬂdiéappearedﬁ-before Ehey reached

‘Belgium.4

lgedwig Midhel, Letter, June 30, 1970.
Ellzabeth Whltney, "Koreshan,’ Floridian Sunday Nagazmne section,
The st. Petexsburg Tlmes, October 20, 1968.

Byichel, Tnterview, June 25, 1970.

4

Whitney, St. Petexsburg Times, October 20, 1968.
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FIGURE IX

MISS HEDWIG MICHEL




AR DRI s L e PR S A AT D

4
S

R

e

ﬁ..

XL
i
iy S5 Ba MDY

ik, s J- A N Aeile

AR o s e K
iGN A
SR S
CELEBRE

0

B L i
DT Fe

Lyt A g

i R M A S

G SR AT PP Y . L N e




85

Her avocation had been tropical flora. She had maintained a tropical

| garden in a hothouse in her home in Germany and had visited many famous
botanical gardens, so when she arrived in Estero in 1940, many of the

plants and flowers there were already familiar to her. Too, from her

journalistic experience in Germany, she wanted to work on the Eagle, but

| Andrews refused to let her. Currently, Miss Michel "ig" the Eagle today,

! with the assistance of her secretary, Mrs. Evelyn Horne and her librarian,
Mrs. Jo Daughtry, Miss Michel writes or edits all the copy, plans the
| layout and prepares the copy camera-ready, since the Eagle isApow printed

offset by an outside printer.

The American Eagle once again has its familiar red nameplate, but it

is now issued monthly instead of weekly (but the masthead plainly states

that it is a newspaper, not a magazine), and there is a new motto, "For
The Wise Use of Natural Resources," just below the nameplate. It is
printed on sixty to seventy pound coated book paper, and the eight pages
[é are eleven and a gquarter inches by seventeen and a half inches. Front
1;’ page heads are either in bold face Spartan or Tempo Bold. Other heads
| are set in fourteen point Centurf expanded body type.s
l { The layout is flexible and may vary from issue to issue, some may
;a be set in three seventeen pica columns, others in four ten and a half
pica colums, and still others in two twenty-nine pica columns, or a
\é combination of column widths lends itself to a more horizontal layout

| ,
than the old Eagle and is more pleasing to the eye and easier to read.

\‘ The body type is a modern ten point sans serif.

-

5These type styles, faces and sizes verified by Prof. Wellborn, -July 6,
1870.
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“Bridging the Gap Between Our Hum

Roawrag o Georys B hartaug, Nt

Every day, 0n my way to the in
terioc Building, | deive along Constie
on Avenue patt a proup of old white
buskdings * commanly  calind  “Main
Mavy.” These were built es "remporar-
ws” o "rempos” during World War |
A few weeks opo, on a behcopter
thight owver His same erea, President
Nuon ordered these old buildings 1c
be 10hen down thit year | des! sure
that they will be gone soon!

Thumbing through & Nationst Gen
grophes the other day § ten arross an
oerisl wow of those same Luildings
and a coption whith said “Every lover
of Wamhingtor. hope:  that  shege
fortorydite structunes will 3000 be ree
orved, Yhereby restoring the besuty
ond symymetry o rthe Mall with s
manurmeniel struciures T The wiels
of Govenwment grind <dowly - thet
Guogrephic was dared June 18230

The caoiion to tha peiure also noted
that 5,000 rrocs end shrubs had been
Bestroyed during the oeiginal consrruc.
tion At 300n a3 the beldingy come
down our Park  Service lendstene
arews will reolee the= with trens
wed shedw and e envarten pack
ground of the Reflering Foo! wii e
restored Bot, mare imporiently  east
of thosr bving plant will ba come
biaing somethim 1o Gwr swrvival by
gromtating oxygen for us 1o bresthe

Plastc plantt don't ceguire much
atention, bt they can't make oxyger
either, Wihaun gren plenhy and sun.
light we would el perish. and tive
chain saw and the bulldorer ae de
sroping milions of pees and thiubs
every dwy.

Must we 0o o this wav? Cen't mar
and plentt bve togatie 7 Perheny vou
i Lreally cor k~ow
¢ of ooy defie
out {orewts, But srvog 3Rt o probler
i the forest — you find 2 i our cites
What we o't know s whet may ba
hacoening in our Lpper emesphere
Scrvmthing lar more meracing may be
whirg plcs up thece from the vagt
ousntities of hydeocerbon  nittogen
oxides and ash partiches which we

tave bern paunng o the sir we
anst Lreethe

Predations arc thet we may bring
on etbee a “hot house blankest” o1 an
e agr equelly {atal 1o man Theys
sre. indeed, only hypotheses, bat they
are based on sound, stientific inquiry

For example, each yeor detttuctive
hurricanas are spawmed in the Carbe
Leen Oresr. and move nosthward one
to the Gult and Atlantic Cossts, cous.
ing m.tunng ~ or hundreds ¢f milhans
« of dallemt n damege end tabing
many bver  Juit o few weels ago, s
sennet who hay Leomn studyping the
ongins of these hurricanes announced
his premite: that sessonal dust storme
n Alrga create a cloud of dust parn.
cles which are cartied wedwerd by
prevad.ng windy into the Catibbean
ares,

The woaler vapor tising from the
warm seas utilizes these dust panicles,
acvorehing 1o his theory, to build up
dropiers of mosture therely tigger-
ing tha violent stormis which have, an
oegation swep down upon e South
Caraling coast

o= gty acte of tature -
elrase mors eocrgy than en
a0~ pomb — can be set ol Ly what
raghe be rermed natural Tsmog T then
we wondd do well to respert the in
comorehensiblzs weys @ which our
{ouling of the atmosphere may create
dicastrovs conditions for us.

Our pioneer encestors had their own
point of vew abou! nature  Thay
blared the wey end were fovced 10 be
vneompro—ising and they rejected e
nature thet which was not of immedi.
ate and peaciical use — & philosoz’,,
borne ount in g little posm published
in 1692,

In such & wildorness

When we began to clear sise land

Then with the axe, with might sno

strength

The trees s thick and sirong

We laid them ol along

These we with fire, most furiously

To sres did confound,

in the pest, we have tended fo over-
took wch brosd ecologics! implications
of our artiors. Instead, we heve foo
otten relied on the “cosi-benefit ratic”

an and RNafural Recources'

Drercror Katianet Pern, Sorvica

for meling detitions concerning re-
scurces wee end mansgement. Evalu.
eting our inheritence m terms of dob
lers and tents we often deprecicied —
of worse stll in wME intlancet ~
ignored, the long-tenge tocial — and
physical —~ consequences of our de
N,

The result, o1 we all know, has been
the 1avaging of the environment of
thit Nation with ¢ tosed and thoroughe
ness unknown before in history,

There s no question thet the peopin
of South Carolina, es evidenced by the
scope of thiz Tricentennisl observance
wnd ther long sanding careful anen-
fian 10 their cultursl beritsge, respect
Hie acc linh s of the .
— both remote and rmmediste,

Bur they alio ste concerned ~ along
with meany other Ametant — about
the present and the {uture. Move
perticularly, they sre concerned about
the alarming deteviceation of our
physital enviconment

It is, therefore, & hesrrening thing
16 witness the 2081 with whith the
voung people of thiy coumrty -~ e
merily college studeans, but also in.
cluding high school and elementary
students — are makiwg prepacations
for & massive, natomwide Teathan,

“Earth Day™ is sheduled for Apeil
22. and through discusiions, seminers,
end  other  thoughtiul  means, our
young people will be expreising their
concern for the quality o the environ.
ment they will be inberiting from thew
parents .

All of us can teke confiderce the
the 1970's seem destined to be thet
eca in American history merking the
all out national effon 10 presecve the
buauty and history of this land,

On New Year's Day, 1970, Presi-
Sent Nixon sigoed imo law the Nation-
al Environmentsl Policy Act, which
crestnd & Council on Environmentel
Ouality,

And, in Februery, Federal interven.
fion ot the highest kevel preventsd
ecological disaster st Everglaces Na.
tional Perk by blocking comtruction
of & comrosccial jetport just outtide
the Park’s boundaries.

Fomiownd wn Fegm T}

THE BIG PESTICIT BATTLE
By Barrmors Coovtmiont ¢
WHAT (T BIEANRS YO YOU , , .

Petlicdes have boen undoar fice b
fore, but never o fieccrly a2 now,
Propotsls {or major new reswictions,
even ounight bans, sre poppenag up sl
over the country, And the wiuelly
pondsious USDA is moviag wa quickly
towatd now and nghter policies that
the reverberstions can be lelt through-
oul agruvliture,

Chancer are strong the! some of
your pestkade et will soon be core
tailed. You'll learn why {rom the fol-
lowing merviews with Dr. Ned Bay-
fey, USDA Director of Science and
Education; Parke C. Brinkley, Previdert
af the National Agricultural Chermiat
Associenon; and K, R, Finimmons,
Genersl Nonager of the Agricutius!
Cleenicals Div, of Shell Chemeal Co.
NED RAYLEY
Wandd pau sy the USGA is tading
& Wrictuc appronth e peslicide

Yes, In the pas we weighed fhree
primecy  {aCiors in regrsiening and
cegulstig pesticides. One was effsc.
tveness . . would the pesiride Yo
the (ob?  Anofwer was oty 1o fhe
wser. The third wes residus in {ood.
We were alwayt concerned with the
prsticide’s eftect on total enwircrmen,
Lyt thit wesn't o of On frematy
consideretions. Now it it
How devt thiz cwacarn far fise
srvecmencont affect ywmer policiec?

We cen't say 8t this pordd, We are
beginning & chemicalbychemical, tre-
by-tie reveew . We'll have 10 see whnt
needs 10 be done.

Why rvis mew Gerection?

Whan legisletion was develoord for
requisting the Use ©f posticidus the
ittue of environmentst comemination
wesa't ay ruch pant of the parfilic
roncmrn ey i is today. Tre Debenn
ment i responding to aveen abown
comtemunenon  There & considaceble
evidenoy that strictes and mors com-

10 prevent turther polivtion of the
environment,

3 napbieg of the Sadonal
(Oontiomnd On Fage €}

1 Oaprited. by meacisl | peveiasisn, e
tharck icrse wf TOP OF, (ThE bz Faiem o
S

et Sty

They comsisted of small specimen of Maegnole grandiiora, Osmanthus
emericans (American Olive), Loblally Bsy, Wax Mynle, American Laurel (Ocoles

Catesbyana), Red Bay (Pertea Borbomie), Laurel Smilax (Smifer Lauri{olis), Sweet
By (Magnotis glavcsl, Pieris nmda. 7enobis pulveruients, Leucothos racemos
&0d sevmel others.

The megroliai &2 now Inrge and stately nees, the pride of the garden,
& beast 50 feet t2li; the Lobloliy Beys, though slways found near water, have
stsumed » good size, being about 30 feet high, and the American Olives are
Gene and brood spotiment. The Wax Myriler have formed round and dense
clusters of bright green, and the Smilex clambers up into the troes. We slio
collecred fitiic plonts of the Caroline Jeasemine one of our mott beautiful end
refived native plents. 1t covors at present quite 8 number of trees in my
grounds, snd when in bloom, the bright yellow flower-bells exheie & most
delcious perfiame which pervedes the sit of the entire garden. 1 also plonted
several Holles (llex opacal, We Dahoon (Hex Cassine), Wild Plum trees, the
Prickly Ash (Fagata Clavorerculici and s dente growing Hewthorn (Creteegus)
with pendant beanchas.

Holiies #vd Dohoons are a1 present o {eature in the gerden, but the Prickly
Ash becsroe a nuitance by spreeding over territory not belonging fo it end i
had 10 be removed  The common Wild Plum (Prunus umbelista) torms o very
Oense. reclining, broac end shapely tes, while the Chicketaw Plum (P
anqurtdolia} hae {ormed G=ne ticken by undarground runners. it s slmost
inpossible to keep it 1n bound, and 0 shouid never be planted where spoce
is limited. Drcidious trees and shrubs form only o very small end inconspiclout
part in my garden They should not be piented unless they are uxcvpﬁmuﬂ_y
besutiful. Such a small tres, one of the wvnry best of kal-shedding natives, i
the Fringe Tree (Chionanthin wirginica], Lonmon in many of our hammocke.
s beaves wre laege ond lenthery end slmort evergreen, and when in bloom in
cacly Matci n & & ot lovely clect, the pute whin fringe-like (lowers cover
ing # like a4 wvheet  Thi e o tall drub was slio collexred end cartied o
the Qarden

HENRY NEHRLING The Patron Saint of Florida Ga
Fy Hedeig Mizhed

=,
rdens

Plassiing Bowom Linder Hardohicd
The first plenting war dooe undsr comiderable hardshipr The Novernber

sun was still Quite hot and the roed and the trail through the woods often
invisible. Plent collecting in a dense hemmock has it foatures.
Many of the thickets were aimost impenetrsble, end tha axtremely deroe
masses of Sew Palmetios in places were 10 tell that | at one time lost my way,
This perticular hammock hed the roputation of baing alive with hug: d-ofncvd
rattlesnakes. And there wern ticks and tod bugt, all with the ~:nid Getire f
get info your flesh. Such things snnoy one st timee, and csrrying home ﬂ'-e
collected plants seemed like & huge burden, But olf my vacioun adventures in
the Floride hemmockt and swamps were a sowte of plessure sher l had cor
home, and | alweys fell a strong dusire of making these axcursions again,
aven if | should heve fo underpo similar or worse hardships. .

In Milwaukee | 8t ores began 1o build o greenhouse, .pvrﬁy.h fmboe my
sons with » fove for tropicsl plants and 1o train them in their w!‘truhoﬂ: pocily
tor my own plessure, but-moatly for thé purpose ol growing the plent
necessary for my Florida parden. Good friends halped slong wherever they
could. Mr. Henry Plister, for many ywars hoed gerdenst of tha White Hows,
in Washington, sent me many plents which ho thought could b grown tucoes-
fully in Floride, | recwved seech from many sourcet, porticularly from
Blumeneu, Brezil, and from Buenos Airas, from La Meciala, MIy.‘nd from Hoog
Kong and Derjesling. The lom Mr, C. Werckle of Goeen Speings, Mix, oo
his enthusiestic son, Carks Warckle in San Jose, Cotte Rice, prva.mad mg with
many mott besvtiful shrubs snd bulks, Carl Spronger, of that time naar Naph',
italy, one of the mast enfiwisstic snd ioarned perdenens of our times, sweiched
my coliection with all the verious crnum be had brought ropethar, and writh
all the verieties of Amaryilis Belladonna be prew in hit owa p_udm\ n mﬂvx\
laly. Pac. Erich Wintkupe! of San Padep Sula, Hondurss, made exounsixest vk
the mountaing, forests ond ropcal kowisnde mdlmlbood fnrme ey w&.\t,
but espwcially Sromaliufh, Orchich end epiphytic Ferme, which he eorwiprad

in fa ry goochs baxes,
mm‘l!op‘on?;wzh much anticipetion sed inbrme nwth packaget of
p‘on\l.ndnodiﬁ\ﬂwbrpﬂﬁ"pﬂrﬁu‘nTrMMw
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One innovation introduced to the pages of the Eagle by Miss Michel
is, the "Feuilieton." She used it on the front page of he: first issue
when she ran the first of a series on Dr. Henry Nehrling across the
bottom of the page, she identified it as a "feuilleton" and on page two
explained what the device was.

Tﬁe FEUILLETON, of French origin, is a distinct part

of Old World newspaper styling. "Below the Line" the

Feuilleton is devoted to light literature, serial stories,

criticism of performing axt, music, architecture. The di-

viding line separates it from the rest of the newsprint.6

EZnothexr innovation toock place with thé January, 1970, issue. A
picture of an Eagle, standing on a scroll of paper and clutching a pen in
one talon, was added to the left "ear" of page one. liss Michel said
she came across three lithographs of the eagle in an envelope in an old
trunk that had belonged to Dr. Teed.7 It appears to have been drawn by
the same artist who drew the eagle that used to point to the Iee County
Directory.

Since its rebirth in 1865 the main forte of the Eagle has been articles
pertaining to the conservation of natural ‘resources, but there are also
articles of general interest, reprints of earlier stories such as the
De Soto expedition ané the Nehrling papers and articles on natural history
and the exploration of space. 0ld features, such as Russell Kay's "Too
Late to Classify," appeared once again as did "Last (now Month's instead

of Week's) News Boiled Down" with its femiliar wash pot sig and written

by Mrs. Jo Daughtyy, a Florida journalist for many years.

®Michel, Eagle, May 1, 1965.

7Michel, Interviéw, June 25, 1970.
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The first Eagle was born because it was believed there was a need
, for the voice of the people to be heard. The present editor believes

that need exists again, as she expresses in her first editorial, repro-

duced here.

PHOENIX OUT OF THE ASHES

; : According to an Egyptian legend every 500 years an eagle-
} ! . like bird with red and golden plumage comes' flying from Arabia
into Heliopolis. Here, Phoenix, the sun-god, throws himself
| 3 into the eternal flame at the altar, and out of his own ashes

a young and more beautiful bird then rises, the symbol of resur-
rection and immortality.

Like this Phoenix, though not by miracle or legend from
times immemorial, THE AMERICAN EAGLE of The Koreshan Unity in
Estero, rises from the ashes. Resurrected as a monthly news-
paper, the EAGLE flies again.

Originally a political weekly newspaper with the battle-
cry "“Screams for Lee County in Particular and Florida in Gen-
eral," the Eagle in later years developed a reputation as a
Horticultural Magazine. Chronicling events of the rising 'last
frontier' from 1906 to 1949 the old files of The ZAmerican Eagle
are goldmines to students and researchers in many fields, fore-
most history, horticulture, and agriculture and industrial
growth of southern Florida.

T BTy S ATy STt O TP EST TR PP T YTV S T

The revived American Eagle carries the by-line "For the

[ Wise Use of Natural Resources," devoted to Nature as a whole.
i% 33 The editors of The American Eagle invite correspondence on live
i topics from all sections of the country.

{2 ' f In our time we face many problems, many of them created

. : by man. We need to solve them. Departments of dovernment

on all levels, private groups, and individuals are aware of

{ﬁ & the necessity to study and remedy present ills, to strengthen
| E b the foundation for future generations for them to live a more

wholesome, natural life.

k{ ? Conservation-education presents a wide field and we in-
o f vite students from all walks of life, from the little red

% . school house as well as from the ultra modern college to be
13 E our readers, our correspondents-~Nature's helpers.
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i ¥ Conservation in Action is progressing. It's the peocple’'s

| work. Creative cooperation with Nature for the best of All is
' : our program. '

We'll count our blessings, too.8

B 3 Buichel, Eagle, May 1, 1965.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

EPILOGUE

The Koreshan Unity exists today just as does The American Eagle, the

exact number of members is not known, just as the exact circulation of
the Eagle is not known, but there-are menbers from Estero to Vero Beach
to Washington, D.cC.

In 1952 the members of the Board of Directors voted to begin nego-
tiations té transfer part of their land to the State of Florida for the
establishment of a state park at the Esterc site of the first settlers.
On December 15, 1961, Farris Bryant, then governor of Florida, officially
accepted 300 acres of land with tﬁe accompan§ing buiidings, historical
accouterments and files of old documents for the people of the State of
Florida.l

New Jerusalem now belongs to the people.

lHedwig Michel, "Gift to the People," (Estero: The Koreshan Unity,
n.d.). ~
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

KEnneth Edwin Anderson was born Septembei 7, 1831, in New Yoxk Clty.
In 1937 he moved to Fort Myers, Flozlda, and in August, 1949, graduated

from Fort Myers High School. During the'Korean War he served in the

United States Marine Corps and later in the Unlted States Army. In August,

1969 he graduated erm the University of Florlda and received the degree
of Badhelor of Scierice. Ain Journalism with Honors and a citation as the

cutstanding male graduate. He enrolled in the Graduate School of the

University of Florida in September, 1969, and has worked as the Gaines- . _

ville cox:esponaent for The St. Petersburg Times and The Miami Herald -

and as an investigative reporter for The Gainesville Sun while completing

his work toward the degree of Master of Arts in Joufnalism and Communica-~
tions. He is a past president of the Florlda Chaptel of Sigma Delta chi,
a member of Kappa Tau Alpha and Omlcron Delta Kappa. ‘He has accepted

en appointment to the faculty of Eastern Illln01s University and will
begin teaching journalismithere in September, 1970.

Kenneth Edwin Anderson is married to the former Catherine Tully ef

‘Peoria, Illinois. They have four daughters.
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This thesis was prepared under the direction of the chairman of the

‘candidate's supervisory committee and has been approved by all members of

that committee. It was submitted to the Dean of the College of Journalism
and Communications and to the Graduate Council, and was approved as par-—
tial fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts in
Journalism and Communications. |
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